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(1832) 



TO THE NOTTINGHAM FRIENDS. 

Birmingham, /oMMio^ 4, Year*j. 
Although we know that you are desirous to be in- 
formed respecting our progress, yet we judged that you 
would be quite satisfied that we were protected on our 
journey, and all would be well with us. We arrived here 
all right, only the rain came on about an hour before 
we reached the Town, but we did not get very wet, nor 
did I feel that it made my cold any the worse. There 
were a number of the Friends assembled to meet us, 
facing the house of our Brother Rogers, they greeted us 
with three grand and loud ' Huzzas,' without any timidity 
or fear of the gazing multitude, who at first wondered 
who these two men were, thus received at their entry into 
the Town with such enthusiastic greetings, but they did 
not long remain in suspense, for they were informed that 
it was *Shiloh* come again. The Friends followed us 
to the Coach Office, and close by the door stood Sister 
Bradley, and our young Brother Charles, with joy 
sparkling in their faces at beholding us once more. 
I need not say any more of what took place at this 
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meeting. What must be our feelings on seeing this 
young man, who a twelvemonth ago was one of our 
most bitter and implacable enemies, ready almost to 
murder us, and to destroy his Father and Mother for 
receiving us, — now turned with love and good-will Zion- 
ward, convinced that he was a Blasphemer, and an 
injurious person, and that he persecuted the Church of 
God. We looked and admired the wisdom and power 
that has effected so conspicuous and marked a change, 
saying, *What hath God wrought.' He converses with 
us freely, and his knowledge, for the time, is very great, 
no one discovers a greater love and zeal for the Cause 
than he, nor more warmly and ardently wishes its 
prosperity, and to participate with his fellow-believers in 
the joys of the Eternal Kingdom. 

In short, he has received the Truth in the love of it, 
and the Truth makes him free, and he regrets that through 
his unbelief in times past, he has lost so much time in 
which he might have been instructed in the Word. 
The following words which he said to his Father, after 
coming from Chapel, will give you a perfect view of his 
character as a Believer, and his state of mind ; he was 
delighted with what he heard at the Meeting, and said, 
*0 Father, why did you not bind me hands and feet, 
when I was mad^ and have me dragged to Lawrence 
Street? If you had, I am sure I could not have 
resisted.* 

But someone present observed, ' Ah, Charles, you 
were then too full, you wanted emptying.' And that 
was very true, for so it was. However, you must think 
that his Father and Mother are very thankful, indeed 
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they cannot express it ; for prior to this their lives were 
much embittered by their Son's unbelief and rebellion, 
but now all is peace in that quarter. The two daughters 
stand out still, but we have bargained for them; they 
will keep aloof as long as they can. 

The Chapel is very well attended, and the Cause upon 
the whole, is in a flourishing state. 

There were a few that had some strange and un- 
warrantable expectations, that something wonderful would 
take place with me after my illness, whether it was that 
they thought of seeing my body changed into some 
wonderful form or appearance, no one knows ; but they 
expressed themselves much disappointed that something 
did not take place, for it does appear that they did not 
expect to see me the same person. 

But poor dear people, I feel sorry for their weakness, 
and glad to find that now, by a little explanation and 
conversation on these points, their thoughts are turned 
into a more spiritual and Scriptural channel. 

How are you now at Nottingham? Do the Friends 
come to Meeting well, since we left ? We hope that we 
shall hear that they all obey in our absence, even as when 
we are present ; for if people come merely when it suits 
them individually, they give proof that they have not 
yet overcome self Ought we not to seek the honour and 
glory of God, and that His Cause should be established 
on the earth? Yes, v^re profess to be lovers of Him; then 
let our works declare it, for the Word saith, 'When I 
come, I will not know the speech of him that is puffed-up, 
but thQ power. ^ 

Then let everyone be found together at the Meeting 
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at the appointed time, obeying that precept — *Not for- 
saking the assembling of yourselves together, but exhort- 
ing one another; and so much the more as ye see the 
day approaching/ We know the Day is come; but if 
you would enjoy the glorious Meridian, be children and do 
as you are bidden^ and thine eyes shall see the King in his 
beauty. 

The kindness of Sister Farrand shall not be buried in 
foi^etfulness. We thank our God for giving us such a 
loving and truly spiritual - minded Sister, and Mary 
Rowland the same. 

Be assured that you all at dear Nottingham live in 
our aflfections, for the remembrance of your first reception 
of us we cannot forget. And with grateful hearts the 
indefatigable labours of our Brother Pierce, and also 
Brother Kirk in his sphere of action. Their firmness, 
and undiminished and unabating zeal often warms our 
hearts. Farewell. 

From The City of Truth, 
The Lord is here. 



Birmingham, yaifiia/7 20, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— We feel much indebted to 
you for your readiness always to serve us, and for your 
labours in forwarding the work. I do not expect that 
Mr Holland will take much notice of your kindness in 
writing to him. I fear that your labour to convince him 
will be in vain. However, you will have the happy reflec- 
tion, that you have done to him an act of brotherly 
kindness which will ever reflect honour upon God, upon 
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yourself, and the Church of God of which you are a 
Member. But my wish for Mr Holland fs, that I may be 
disappointed in my thoughts of him ; it will be happy for 
himself, and will afford us all very great pleasure. 

If he has any respect for Joanna's Writings, or for her 
memory, or if he has had any belief (even in the common 
way of believing) that her visitation was from God, you 
have brought sufficient proofs from them to revive it anew, 
and to put all the wheels in his old machine in motion. 
But I greatly fear that that old blind 'Broomhead' has 
swept his house out completely, and cleared it of every 
good feeling, and has filled it with blindness and prejudice 
instead thereof. He will not, however, answer your letter 
himself, Mr Broomhead will do that, and if he does write 
or indite a letter, it will be a sweeping one, be sure, and 
you will see the marks of his Broom^ but no traces of 
the true ' Besom,' such as you sent to Mr Holland. But 
vain are they, and their Broom, they will not be able to 
sweep away one jot of the Word of the Truth. Joanna's 
Writings, and her ailments on the Scriptures, stood the 
ground against all opposing Religionists in her day, and 
since ; and they are precious to all who really loved the 
Word through that wonderfully - inspired and obedient 
Woman, who was an honoured Instrument in the hand 
of God, and whose memory will be ever dear to all those 
who now receive her SPIRITUAL SON. 

And if she stood the fiery test, how much more now 
shall the substance of her Prophecies go forth * Conquering 
and to conquer,' seeing that it stands in perfect unison with 
the Bible, and is that in which all prophecy is fulfilled, 
whether of ancient or modem date. And if Joanna 
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Southcott's Believers were able by means of the Word 
by her, to confound gainsayers, and in many points to 
put to silence the ignorance of opponents, how much 
more the Children of the Day itself, 

* Brethren, we are of the day, we are not of the night, 
nor of the darkness, for the day-star has risen in our 
hearts. And we know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding that we may know him 
that is true^ and we are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life.' {^See 2 Peter I 19 and i John v. 2a) 

We are in him that is the truth of all Prophecy, in 
whom all prophecy has its accomplishment. We are 
come to the end^ and there is none to succeed us, world 
without end. God's work is perfect, nothing can be added 
to it, nor anything taken from it. There can be no rival 
to Shiloh, no. Is it not said, — 

' And all thy foes thou'lt surely treat with scorn, 
When once thou find'st the Manchild is but bom.' 

Now you know that Joanna Southcott did not live to 
see the Manchild bom, no ; the Word was speaking to 
Zion who should travail like a woman in her pangs, to 
bring life into the world. 'Be in pain, and labour to 
bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail ' 
(Micah iv. 10); see also 2 Sam. xxii. 5 — *When the 
pangs of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men 
made me afraid : the sorrows of hell compassed me about ; 
the snares of death prevented me.* Verse 8 — * Then the 
earth shook and trembled : the foundations of heaven 
moved and shook, because he was wroth.' Isa. xxi. 2 — 
* A hard vision is declared unto me ; the treacherous dealer 
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dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, 

Elam : besiege, O Media ; all the sighing thereof have 

1 made to cease. Therefore are my loins filled with pain : 
pangs have taken hold of me, as the pangs of a woman 
that travaileth : I was bowed down at the hearing ; I was 
dismayed at the seeing. My heart panted, fearfulness 
affrighted me : the night of my pleasure hath he turned 
into fear unto me.' Again (Isa. xiii. 6), ' Howl ye ; 
for the day of the Lord is at hand ; it shall come as a 
destruction from the Almighty ; therefore shall all hands 
be faint, and every man's heart shall melt; and they' 
(i>., Zion) * shall be afraid ; pangs and sorrows shall take 
hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that 
travaileth : they shall wonder every man at his neighbour ; 
their faces of the flames.' Read on this chapter, also 
Isa. xxvi. i6 — *Lord, in trouble have they visited 
thee, they poured out a secret when thy chastening was 
upon them.' (Yes, and the 'secret' was, * He poured out 
his soul unto death.') Verse 17 — ^'Like a woman with 
child draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and 
crieth out in her pangs ; so have we been in thy sight, O 
Lord.' See also Jer. xxii., read from verses 21-22 — 'The 
wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go 
into captivity : surely then shalt thou be ashamed and 
confounded for all thy wickedness. O inhabitress of 
Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious 
shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of 
a woman in travail!' Read Jer. xlviii. 41, and xlix. 22, 
1. 43 ; also Micah iv. all through, particularly mark from 
verse 8 to the end. 

Now here are a few * pangs ' shown you, but where shall 
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we find room for the sorrows that might be mentioned, 
which the Scriptures speak of that should come upon 
Zion. More than a hundred times are sorrows mentioned. 
See once for all in Gren. iii. i6— 'And unto the woman, 
he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy con- 
ception. In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children. Thy 
desire shall be to thy Husband, and he shall rule over 
thee.* Then, at the last, join these following words with 
the last-quoted passage, 'Thy Maker is thy Husband, 
the Lord of Hosts is His name ; and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel, the God of the whole earth (Zion and 
her converts) shall He be called.' 

You have had much said to you, dear Brother and 
Friends, on the sufferings of Zion, and is it not time to 
have done with it ? Are you tired of the subject ? I will 
answer for you — * No : we are not' No, nor will you be 
to all eternity, you who have a just and right knowledge 
of it, and who fully discover the wonderful plan of Man's 
Redemption, and the means which God has made use of, 
to lift man from the dunghill that he may sit among 
Princes, even Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which is Je-sus- 
Christ the New Man, the mysterious Three-in-One. This 
will form a subject for everla3ting contemplation, how 
God (the 'Son') has become a man, yea, how God has 
become as it were a devil, a fool — in condescending to 
man's baseness and imperfections, to even take them upon 
Him. The self-righteous spirit of the world saith, * Sirs, 
your Master is gone to be a guest with a man who is a 
sinner.' Yes, Pharisee ! the ' sinner ' washed his feet with 
tears, but you deny him a drop of water. Yes, thou 
painted Sepulchre! the sinner is grieved to the heart, 
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and is full of sorrows, to think that he grieved the sweet 
and loving and kind Spirit of God ; and repents of what 
he has done amiss. 

But you profess to be a Christian, but no sorrow or 
grief (of this kind) did ever you know ; but malice, re- 
venge and hatred, variance and strife, emulation — seeking 
to be somebody, and if you cannot be looked upon as 
someone of importance, if you cannot have the chief seat 
in the Synagogue, or the uppermost room at the feast, 
then you are ready to devour the house of the widow, and 
to turn aside the stranger in judgment, and the poor from 
his right. 

Yes, Pharisee ! Jesus can dwell in the bosom of love, 
however numerous the * crimes ' (so counted by you) com- 
mitted there, and however heinous they may appear to 
you, — when the tear of sweet, soft love mingled with 
sorrow flows from the eye, aflected by the poignant feel- 
ings of a heart deeply wounded for its own faults, and 
whose refuge alone is the Divine mercy and compassion. 
Oh, yes : here Jesus can rest^ here he is in safety ^ here the 
hungry has food, here the thirsty gets drink, here the 
naked are clothed, the sick are visited, and the imprisoned 
are set free, and are satisfied with that food which the 
Spirit of love and mercy can feast upon. For man's love 
and obedience, humility and self-denial, is God's — the 
Spirit's food, even as the mercy, love, compassion, truth, 
light and Grace of God, is the food for man in the spirit. 

Therefore the Lord and man eat and drink at one 
table in the Kingdom of God. I must now conclude. 
From ZioN, THE CiTV OF Truth, 
The Lord is here! 
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We request that you will present our kind love to 
Sister Farrand, with our thanks for her favours ; and also 
to Sister Mary Rowland. We have answered her letter at 
some length ; perhaps it will tire her to read it. [See 
Epistle, January 14, Vol. VI. pp. 130-153.] Farewell. 



Birmingham, February 6, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— We have written a Pam- 
phlet on * Tithes and Offerings' [Vol. IX. pp. 296-305], 
entirely with a view to help the poor Clergy ; and I think 
you will say, God give them the benefit of it, poor things. 
We must help them along as well as we can. 

We are printing 3000 of them, many have been sold 
already here, but we have not sufficient to send you a 
quantity yet ; they are published at id. each. 

Brother Bradley will send you a thousand this week ; 
but we are now busy preparing to go to Derby, and are 
all in a bustle, therefore hope you will excuse this short 
letter. You will please, as soon as you get them, to send 
portions to each Church. 

We think they will go off fast, and you will want more 
of them printed. Have sent you one of them. 

Excuse haste, we are just going to the Chapel, and can 
write no more now. 

We start for Derby to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, 
expect to reach there by four o'clock. Happy to say we 
are pretty well in health. Accept of our kind love. 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth, 
The Lord is here! 
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All the friends will please put the pamphlet in their 
windows, and let some take them into the market on 
market-days ; they will sell well among the Farmers as 
they treat on tithes. 

The Friends at Birmingham have shown great zeal in 
the Cause. They have collected more than £\o among 
them to assist us in travelling expenses. I think it right 
to mention this, as they are forward to do the very utmost 
in their power ; and I believe that there are many of them 
that even sacrifice their own comforts for the sake of the 
Cause. 



February 6, Year 7. 

Friend Rogers, — I wish to inform you before we 
leave Birmingham that we have appointed Brother 
Holinsworth to act with Brother Bradley at the Desk in 
future, in your stead ; it will ease you of a great burden. 
I have no wish to impose any task upon you, but I con- 
fess the charge that has been brought against me lately, 
viz., that I am partial, is certainly true as regards yourself. 
I was partial to you because, amid all that I saw in you of 
an unprofitable kind, I discerned in you a spirit of love, 
and to such I am partial I do admit, and I trust — although 
of late you have not carried yourself very pleasantly to- 
ward me — that that spirit is not extinct in you. 

But, my dear Brother, you have given way to wrong 
feelings and suggestions from the spirit of darkness, 
which (instead of cherishing) it would be to your com- 
fort to resist. However, I will not attempt to give you 
any advice, for it may not be acceptable from me. 
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I confess I feel grieved at the way those whom you 
ought to have authority over have treated Brother James ; 
and this I say, Brother Rogers, let those who are without 
fault cast a stone at him. Poor fellow, he is yet a suflferer 
from the dark spirit, and my desire is to pity, comfort, 
and endeavour by all means to save him from, and I trust 
yet to see him delivered from its influence, and you too. 

Mercy is God's darling attribute, and blessed are the 
merciful. 

However, James possesses a nobleness of spirit that 
would not be guilty of a mean action, and he is called 
with me to the work, and those who love the Cause must 
love him for his bold and intrepid support of it ; and he 
would willingly sacrifice his life to get the Truth estab- 
lished ; and God judgeth according to the heart, and will 
find a way to cure him of what there is amiss, and the 
same with yourself also, if you will submit to Him who 
judgeth righteously. So let us put on Charity, which is 
the * bond of perfectness.' From your sincere friend, 

ZiON. 

Love to Sister Rogers and yourself. Brother C. 
Bradley, junior, will assist in the Desk also. 



Derby, February i6, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce, — Since our arrival here the 
utmost consternation prevails among the Clergy and all 
their friends. 

The Church Clergymen had no sooner seen our Bills 
posted, than they ran in troops to the Mayor, and begged 
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of him to exert his power to prevent us from speaking 
publicly. 

The Mayor heard that we had hired the Assembly 
Room, and sent his officers to say that if we attempted 
to speak without a licence for the place, he should use 
his authority. We therefore waited upon His Worship 
to know from himself why he objected to our speaking. 
He said that it was reported to him by the Clergy of 
the Town that we were awful Blasphemers, and he 
therefore should do his duty as Mayor. 

This of course we expected to hear from His Worship ; 
but be sure we did not let him have all the talk to^ himself. 
However, seeing they were determined to be hostile, 
and that they have as yet power on their side, we 
judged it prudent to postpone our Meeting at the 
Assembly Room till our licence came, for which we 
applied to the Bishop two days before, but have not 
received yet. 

A great number of respectable and orderly people 
gathered at the door of the Assemby Room on Sunday 
morning to hear us, and expressed their regret at the 
disappointment. We spoke to them and told them the 
cause, and they dispersed in peace. The people are 
still eager to hear us, and great numbers are inquiring 
when we shall make our address. We wait now for 
our Certificate, meanwhile we have been trying to get 
a Chapel, and have some hopes that we shall have 
it. There have been several private meetings with the 
few friends, and some others seem to receive the Word. 
I have just given you the heads in this, Sister Holbrook 
will perhaps tell you more particulars, she is very well, 
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and we feel glad of the company of any of our Notting- 
ham Friends, and should have been pleased to see 
yourself in particular, could the journey have been 
aflforded by the Committee. This moment, we have 
received our Certificate from Lichfield, and therefore 
shall speak at the Assembly Room on Sunday. We 
have done the Parsons now, yes, and they will be 
dofUy and the Mayor too. Love to all the Friends, 

ZiON. 

You will please read this letter at Meeting, they will 
all desire to know how the work goes on. 

We have sent you an Answer to the paragraph in 
the Mercury. Do you think the Editor will insert it? 
if you do, be so kind as to write it off and correct it, 
and send it to him. But if not, we should like it to 
go into print However, you can take a copy of it 
and send it, and you will soon see if the Editor will 
publish it, and if not, perhaps Sutton would put it in 
his paper, provided he does not know who is the 
Author of it 

But if you cannot get it put in, send it back to us 
again, and we will get it printed at Birmingham, and 
we think if ten thousand of them are done like this 
'Sabbath-breaking' Tract, they can be sold at a half- 
penny, and if we give many away, they will pay then. 
{See Vol. IX. pp. 321-337. Reprint] 

Friday. — They threaten us sadly if we attempt to 
speak in the Town on Sunday; but we are not to be 
frightened by them. 
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TO T. PIERCE. 

Marchy Year 7. 

I must give you some account of how we are going 
on at Derby since we last wrote; our enemies having 
so far prevailed against us as to prevent our getting a 
place to speak in. 

We have been active in circulating the late pamphlets 
on the *Fast/ etc., and we dressed out our parlour 
window with them, which much disturbed the peace of 
several Church clergymen who had to pass our house 
to go to theirs, five or six of them residing a little way 
above us in the Osmaston Road. 

One of these in particular, could never pass the 
window without showing signs of contempt; and so 
provoked was he at the Bill on the Fast, that he took 
the liberty of tearing it off the window shutters. James 
went out and remonstrated with him on his impudence, 
but all he could get from his 'Reverence* was that we 
ought to be ashamed of attacking the Clergy, etc. But 
James told him that if ever he acted so again, he 
would take the liberty of chastising him. 

However this did not stop the parson ; two or three 
days after, he was passing, and tore down another 
of the same Bills. James ran out, saying, * There's 
that fellow tearing down the Bills again.* The parson 
moved off very quickly. James called after him to 
stop, but in vain, so he set out after him, and the 
parson seeing rather a formidable-looking enemy com- 
ing, took to his heels as fast as he could and James 
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after him, and there was a regular 'fox '-chase. But 
James could not run so fast as the parson, and having 
an umbrella in his hand, he threw it after him to bring 
him to; it struck the parson's head and knocked off 
his hat, and a scuffle took place between James and 
him, and the end was that the clei^man got beaten, 
and went off with a black eye. He went to the Mayor 
and lodged his complaint, the Mayor sent for James, 
and we both went to the Hall ; the case was canvassed 
over, and much said on both sides. The parson was 
reproved for tearing down the Bills, but, of course, all 
was on his side, only they must let some show of 
justice appear. 

The parson went so far as to say that he thought 
his life was in danger, and that he should not count 
himself safe if James was not bound over to keep the 
peace towards him; and this was the end of tkU 
affair. James was obliged to find two sureties in ;f 20 
each, and himself £^0 to keep the peace. 

But this was not all that the parson had in his 
mind; he then brought forward our Pamphlet on the 
'Fast,' and the Bill that he tore down, at least a copy 
of it, which the Court judged to be highly calculated 
to bring the Clergy into contempt, and were truly 
blasphemous. So he indicted us both for the same, 
and we were obliged to find bail to appear at the next 
Sessions to answer for the offence. James as the 
publisher, and myself as the author. 

There are nine counts that we have to answer to, 
and you may be sure that they will not spare us, and 
will load us with all they can. But our God is stronger 
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than theirs, and we know that though they persecute 
us, the victory is certain (in the end). 

The Parson had his Attorney in the Court, and he 
threatened us severely with punishment. But James 
was very bold, and told them to proceed with all their 
malice, and what they did against us would help to 
pull them down, and they had now taken the very 
way to make the Cause of Shiloh flourish. This they 
do not think; but we know that this is the effect it 
will have ; so let us rejoice. James did not spare them 
at all, but in his usual way of 'complimenting' the 
Black tribe, even so did he proceed in the Court, so 
that they threatened several times to lock him up. 
For my own part I had to say but little, merely to 
answer questions put to me, viz., whether the Writings 
were mine, etc. But the affair called forth from James 
some cutting, but true remarks on the Bishops and 
Clergy, and you may depend upon it, he did not 
mince anything, nor hide their 'good* qualities from 
public view. 



TO C. BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

Derby, (April) Year 7. 

Dear Brother Charles,— Two or three things in 

your last we did not answer, hope you will pardon us. 

We had sent your letter to Nottingham, and therefore 

could not look at it, but now having received it back, 

we perceive what was left undone. 

You inquire how many more of the Pamphlets you 
VOL. XV B 
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shall send us. No more as yet; there are not Friends, 
here who can expose them in their windows, or who take 
an active part in the Cause as yet Mrs Russell keeps 
a Public-house, and it would not suit there, particularly 
as her Husband is inimical to the Truth. And Sister 
Booth has no place of her own, and there are two or 
three others who perhaps would have spirit enough, but 
there are obstacles in the way. 

We meet every evening at one of the Friend's houses 
to speak the Word, and we believe there are many 
getting hold of the Truth. 

We were told last night of a large Room that is to let, 
but we must not go about it ourselves, we must take it by 
stratagem, if we get it at all, for the good people would 
not let us have a hole to put our heads into, if they could 
help it 

We have been credibly informed that several of the 
Black-coats met together, feasting, to rejoice over their 
having succeeded in preventing us from speaking in 
public. 

But Samson will yet be avenged on the Philistines, 
for these are they who once put out his two eyes. And 
will not my soul be avenged of such a nation as this? 
Yes, we have put on the garments of vengeance for 
clothing; and if we can get a room, they shall know 
what virtue lies in the */tizt^bone of an Ass ' ; and Samson 
will pull their House down about their ears yet, though 
they think they have defeated him now. Death's head 
and cross bones are our insignia I Yes, and steady to our 
purpose, we pursue the object close through every lane 
of life, nor once the track do miss, till they are forced at 
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last to the tremendous verge, and there they sink in 
everlasting ruin. 

We hope your Father will not be weather-bound very 
long, but that the ice will break and an opening be made ; 
I know very well what would make an opening in a 
moment, however fast he was bound. Only let the 
Philistines be upon him ; set a clergyman or one of the 
craft upon him, and the cords would fly off as tow that 
was burnt in the fire. 

We have sent you another Tract to get printed for us. 
I am aware there is scarcely anything in it but what our 
Friends are already acquainted with ; but it is needful at 
this time to send out the Word in this way against the 
inventions of the priests. It will find its way to them be 
sure, and will not return void. If your Father or yourself 
should see any alteration necessary in the Title, you will 
please to make it And we leave to your judgment the 
general arrangement of it, in what way you think 
rights 

Accept of our kindest love, and to your Father, 
Mother, and Aunt, and the same to all the Friends both 
from James and Zion. 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth, 
The Lord is here. 



London, April 7, Year 7. 

Dear and beloved Brother Bradley,— Your 
letter was duly received, but we would not write till we 

^ Probably the 'Appeal,' Vol. IX. pp. 316-320, reprint. 
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could communicate to you something of our proceedings 
here. 

We are happy to inform you that Mr Waite has 
obtained for us a writ of certiorari, which defers our Trial 
to the Assizes ; of this we are very glad, as it will be tried 
before the Judges, and cannot be hushed up in a comer ; 
we don't care what we suffer so that the whole country 
may be acquainted with the proceedings, and glad we are 
that we came to London to have the Case removed to a 
higher Court. 

I think the Assizes do not come on before September 
next; this will afford us an opportunity of producing 
many things to meet our adversaries, and as for Counsel, I 
care not whether we have any or not. The Cause is 
God's, and He that has brought us into it will bring 
us through — * He worketh all things after the counsel 
of His own will.' * And of His own will begat He 
us with the word of His Truth.* Then as He begat 
us. He is bound as a Father to support and protect 
us, and this He will do, let demon discontent say what he 
will, and growl and grumble at God's mysterious ways. 
Some of you are not content with Christ in you, the Hope 
of Glory, you want the GXory first ; O how wise you are 
to what God is ; how well you would have managed the 
concern were it put in your hands, — you would soon do 
away the evil, and bring in the good. Vain boasting and 
discontented fool ! Bring under thy body, bring it into 
subjection, and crush each rising thought that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God. Did not God make you 
as you are ? He did : and His promise is to make you 
fair, and purge out every stain. Shall you direct Him 
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what to do ; and will not His word suffice, that you must 
set jHim the time when He ought to do your will, and 
where, and how ? Hast thou not the Hope of Glory ; is 
not Christ this Hope ? 

See — if thou art wise — and be content ; the Glory is to 
come, but the Hope must be first enjoyed ; let judg- 
ment rule thy turbulent mind, and grieve not him whose 
sorrows thou dost not know, no, nor never will. I have 
long heard thy murmurings and thy complainings ; thou 
art hateful to me — the Lord, and quit thou shalt ; often 
hast thou made me say in bitter anguish of mind, ' O 
when shall the wickedness of the wicked come to an end ? 
When shall the wicked die, and his name (unbelief) 
perish ; and why art thou cast down O my soul, why art 
thou disquieted within me ? ' Hope in God ! for ' I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and 
my God/ 

And so I shall for sure, — for Zion is a rock, though 
a stone of rather an irregular shape in man's view, and 
one would he apt to say in looking at it, * Why if this 
was the Rock of Ages, it would be formed thus, or thus ' — 
according to their conceits ; but it is the Rock, yea the 
Rock of Ages, the Rock on which Old Time or Age was 
wrecked, and but one broken plank remained of the crazy, 
shattered bark, on which the righteous e'en was scarcely 
saved, yet saved he was to usher in that Age where 
old age ne'er shall come; no, no, his wrinkled brow, 
his furrowed face, his deathlike aspect and his withered 
skin, no more affrights the true * Milesian ' race, because 
the rightful heir now sits enthroned, and crowned upon 
the Stone of Destiny — ^Jacob's pillow ; — ah ! sweet pillow, 
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how soft art thou, the head which long has ached, with 
anxious cares disturbed, on thee soft sweet refreshing 
slumbers takes, and now beholds myriads of glorious 
powers invisible ascending and descending, and all 
engaged to keep thee eternally secure that not a fly shall 
on thee light, nor break thy tranquil rest Sleep on now, 
and take your fill ! 

Brother Bradley. — Zion is not moved : be ye therefore 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord ; — I say not this because I wish to 
crowd any work upon you that might be burdensome to 
you, and if the printing does annoy you, I do not wish 
you to do any more. 

I will not command you to do anything, and hope you 
will do nothing in the work but what you find yourself 
free to do ; you have done much in the Cause, and you 
know for whom you have done it, and I am thankful — far 
more than I can express by words. 

I was not aware that I was making too free when I 
kept the ;f 5, as I was going to London, and knowing that 
expenses would be incurred unavoidably ; and I judged of 
you, that rather than I should want money in the present 
exigency, you would be kind enough to wait till it came 
in : this is the truth of the matter. I took this liberty, 
and if I have offended you in so doing, I trust you will 
forgive] me, yea, I doubt not but that you will. 

You need not print any more of the last Bills, neither 
the others of the 'True Fast' [Vol. IX. pp. 306-315]— 
we will stop where we are, till we see further; we were 
out in our calculation about the expense of the Bills, 
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which unintentionally imposed an extra charge on the 
contributors; — we would not wound the feelings of 
anyone consciously^ but we may through mistake or 
blunder. 

What a strange thing it is that God should send such 
stupid * Asses ' to do His work, that it takes years to beat 
any correctness — in temporal matters — into their brains ; 
one would think that a God of Wisdom would have 
chosen men with such heads that they would be right to 
a fraction in their temporal affairs ; and indeed I confess it 
is prudent to be so ; but I am not so yet, and therefore 
my Brethren that are so formed will kindly assist me, and 
I am ever thankful for their advice : but they will do well 
ever to bear in mind that admonition, viz.,^ ' Rebuke not 
an Elder, but entreat him as a Father/ And Zion is truly 
an Elder, and a * witness of the sufferings of Christ ' ; and 
it pleaseth not God that the Elder who bore His rebukes, 
should be rebuked by the younger who are not * witnesses 
of the sufferings of Christ ' ; God has sworn that He will 
no more rebuke His creature, for He knoweth what 
furious rebukes he has endured, and now He looks to you 
to give His creature the cup of cold water after his fatigue 
and painful and long journey ; — do not give him any more 
gall. O do not, do not ! for he remembereth the worm- 
wood and the gall, and his soul is humbled within him. 
But if you should see him do — in temporal matters, or in 
outward things — not exactly right, then do as you are 
directed, * Entreat him as a Father.* Now these things 
are said for your good, for sometimes when children are 
pretty well grown up, they are apt to think that they now 

* I Tim. V. I. 
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know as much as their (>arent, and such proud thoughts 
produce bad effects. Bear with what is said, it will not 
break your skulls, nor do you any harm, for I love you my 
dear children at Birmingham, and am thankful to you 
for every proof of love that you have given, which are 
many, — and on every occasion you are forward with 
temporal assistance : be assured that we feel this most 
keenly, we would rather, yea much rather give to you 
than take from you. 

But however, you have shown your fervent love, and 
our God will yet give to us to give to you again ; for it is 
not yours we seek, but you^ of which we trust you are 
satisfied. 

The work is God's, and it is by His power that you all 
act, whoever has been influenced to give support to the 
Cause, let them not now grudge, or wish they had not 
done this or that, or say what they will, or will not do in 
future ; — this would be wrong, for you know not what you 
will do, or not, or how God may work within you. 

From ZiON, THE CiTV OF Truth, 
The Lord is here. 

[What a new faith is taught here ! not by mere verbal 
speculation, but by actual intuition and experience! 
How eflectually does it dispose of all boasting, human 
pride, and self-consequence; hushes all querulous com- 
plaints, and stills into silence the moody murmurings of 
discontent Can a more blissful sense of rest and security 
be enjoyed than to know that we are not our own, but 
under the immediate direction of the Spirit of God, now 
become Man in Zion ; that all our thoughts (/>., soul 
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impulses) proceed from the Divine all-motive Source, in 
accordance with the decree of the Supreme Will, which 
acting on our wills (the sensation of self-power we are 
endowed with as typical creatures, constituted in Nature) 
makes it appear to our senses^ as if we were the sole 
doers and performers of our own intentions ; such is the 
goodness and condescension of the Infinite Love, whose 
invisible power is diffused through all the visible universe, 
that He decreed to dwell immediately and individually 
with us by His Son, now formed in nature ; and so take 
us under His guidance, that no step shall slide, and every 
motion be forward and upward, however devious the path 
may seem. — C. B. H. April 12, Year 59.] 



TO C BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

London, April 11, Year 7. 

Beloved Brother Charles,— I am sure that you 
are full of anxiety to know how we go on, and we 
would have written sooner but have had so many things 
to do since we came to London. And what with having 
such fatiguing walks through this great City, attending 
to the friends for their instruction, and public speaking, 
etc., I am sometimes so jaded and tired that I am fit 
for nothing but to lie down and rest, for you know that 
I am not strong in body, and I think that were there 
not a Mighty Man within the old trunk that it would 
long since have been, 'Earth to Earth,' so certainly the 
Lord IS the Saviour of the body. 

It gives me great pleasure my Dear Boy, to find 
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your faith and knowledge increasing: listen not to any 
that tell you of spiritual troubles as they call them, 
they are nothing but hypocrisy. 

Ah, they may think this a hard saying; yes, but 
why hard? Because *the scomer heareth not reproof 
*Let me alone/ says he, 'let me lie in my nest' No, 
thou whining spirit we will not let thee be. 'Prophesy 
smooth things to us,' thou sayest, Met us live a little 
longer, have a little mercy on us.' No thou sneak, thou 
hast lived too long, turn out I say, for thou hast had no 
mercy on us, but thou persecutest the poor and needy 
man, and slayest the broken in heart; thou tellest the 
people that they must be good before they may dare 
believe. Oh thou deceiver I this is the way thou settest 
them whining and pining, when faith is the all of good, 
and the only good. Thou makest Bradley to say, ' I am 
an unhappy man, I wish Grod would make me better.' 
Make thee better? Oh thou old fox, thou lurkest within, 
and speakest with Bradley's mouth. Thou be made 
better, thou hypocrite thou never wilt be made better, 
for this is not thy wish. 

Bradley shall turn thee out of his house yet, for thou 
art both an enemy to him and to Zion, and all that set 
their foot Zionward. Bradley has been too peaceable 
with thee; he has fed and nourished thee, he thinking 
that thou art his friend ; so he has often given thee the 
chief place or seat in the synagogue, and the uppermost 
room at the feast; but come down ('friend') from thy 
high seat. Thou hast discovered thyself to be an enemy 
to God — the Light; a more honourable man than thou 
art shall now take thy place; thy judgment of a long 
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time lingereth not, and thy condemnation, thy damnation 
slumbereth not 

Now Charles, Who made you ? Why you will answer, 
' God,' like another child. Well that's a good boy, now 
you shall have a sugar-plum for this wise answer. And 
I suppose you would say, if I were to ask you further, 
*We are His workmanship'! Good Heaven, what do 
you tell me! Then it was He that made the machine 
and set all the wheels in motion, and produced the whole 
body of stuff of which we are composed. What? His 
workmanship you say. You astonish mc. Egad Charles, 
if you go on this way, you will soon get*Dr Cantweir 
turned out of doors, you know his history I daresay, so 
here no more need be said but we'll return to our subject 
again, for indeed you have now put forth a crust for the 
critics, and a rare knot for the divines to undo. ' We are 
His workmanship' (Ephes. ii. 10). Why Charles, what 
am I to make of this? If we are His workmanship, 
then the moving of a finger or a hair of our body is 
not our work but His, nor are we the movers of one 
single thought that passes in the mind. And are we to 
know that though, as I look on the machine, I see some 
wheels going, as it were backward, and others forward — 
some left-handed, and others right-handed ; — some seem 
going against the sun, and some the way of the sun; 
yet is all going right, working all for good? Well this 
is brave — *We are His workmanship'! I can't help 
thinking on the words, and there is another passage of 
the same kind and force, viz., * Ye are God's husbandry, 
God's building' (i Cor. iii. 9). Oh then, God is the 
Builder, God is the Husbandman, God is the Workman. 
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Why Charles, at this rate we have nothing to do but 
to look on, just as Manoah and his wife did, while ' the 
Angel of the Lord did wondrously ' (^^^ Judges xiii. 19). 
And a good thing the Workman made us such a pair of 
tyes^ you will say, and Himself to be the light of them. 
Why then, am I to believe that I never did anything 
but what I was influenced to do by the Workman? 
Certainly, *We are his workmanship/ So Charles, 
should God find fault with the work, then must we tell 
Him the work is His own, and that it is He alone that 
can mend it! Certainly there is no fault in the work 
then, no, how can there be, seeing that the Workman, 
'worketh all things after the counsel of his own will' 
(Ephes. i. 11). Then the work must not complain of 
itself, no, no, nor of the Workman either, all is right 
and nothing wrong be sure, the work is just as the 
Workman made it, for the work could not make itself, 
nor is it accountable for the way in which it is made, 
or the colour it bears, but let the work rejoice that it is 
in the hands of a good Workman, a skilful one, who 
made it first black, and has promised to make it white, 
and some have already began to change their colour, 
and so we know now that he is also a powerful Work- 
man. 

Now Charles, the Driver has ever been saying to the 
poor captives, *Work, work.' And the Accuser saying 
* Ye are idle, ye are idle ! ' or else, * Here you have made 
a mistake, there you have done wrong, here you might 
have done better, there you have left undone the things 
that you ought to have done,' etc. But the 'Mediator* 
comes now between, and says to the Driver and the 
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' Accuser! Begone, they have done what they could; 
they are God's workmanship, they are not accountable 
for what is done, or for what is left undone, for they are 
but the stuff that the Workman made, and He that 
made them — apparently — faulty will make them * without 
fault/ I *take away their sins,' for they are God's 
workmanship I say ; so here the breach is made up and 
the wound healed, and the people are 'without fault 
before the throne of God.' Let this be sounded in the 
ears of the Driver, *for the wild ass sent out free, 
scorneth his crying, neither regardeth he the multitude 
of the City, but scorneth them all' (Job xxxix. 5-7). 
* The Ostrich layeth her eggs in the sand, and careth not 
if the foot should crush them' (verses 13 to 18). Read 
also of the Horse in the same chapter, from verse 19 
to 25. 

Well, we'll have done with this for the present, and 
send our love to all Friends. Farewell. 

[Here — in the compass of a short letter — is a new 
world of doctrine brought forth which totally upsets the 
old world of literal and j^^-accusing * religious ' dogma ; 
and which no self-made ' Divine ' can controvert, or they 
are confronted with the Word of God Itself, to traverse 
which is blasphemy. — C. B. H.] 



Nottingham, May i, Year 7. 

Dear and beloved Brother Bradley, — Your 
letter of the 26th April was duly received, but there was 
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not an opportunity of answering it sooner, for what with 
the illness that I labour under, and public-speaking, and 
various other things to attend to, I have much difficulty to 
find time to write to our kind friends, as I could desire. 
I have a kind of illness upon me, that although it does 
not lay me up in bed, yet it sinks my animal spirits to 
such a degree, that were it not for the power of God within 
me [Demonstrated in what follows], I must fall a victim to 
its influence. But having the Word continually flowing 
through my mind, and having before my view such glori- 
ous prospects, both for myself and friends, when the 
storms are over; these things cUane support me to go 
through this great and marvellous work, to which I am 
called, Elected^ and chosen ; and if I did not know that it 
was even so with me, O how should I be able to stand 
amidst all that there is to oppose. But having had such 
a powerful Revelation of the Spirit^ it is impossible that 
Zion can ever be moved, no : let what will come, certain I 
am of happiness and peace, both for myself and friends. 

* I have fought the good fight ; I have finished my 
course ; I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteousness, which the Lord — the 
Righteous shall give unto me that day ; and not unto me 
only, but unto all those that love his appearing.' Now, 
you see here that the good fight must be fought before 
there could be any certainty of the Crown of Life ; and 
who was it that fought this good fight ? Was it a man 
that lived in former times, whom they called * Paul ' ? O 
no, there was no * good fight ' fought then, for there was 
nothing to fight with (unless they beat the air), for the 
Man of Sin had not come to his stature, nor was not 
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revealed ; but you are told that he should be revealed /« 
his time, so that you may see that his time was not then, 
but that when he came, he would let (hinder) till he was 
taken out of the way. 

Now, it was David the Son of Jesse that fought this 
* good fight,* and strange to tell that it is now in the end 
that he appears, for Jesse is the human nature which 
begets this Son in his old age, ue., he begets by faith, that 
power and portion of the Divine Life that is called David, 
and he it is that slays the Lion and the Bear that took a 
Lamb out of the flock ; — for David kept his Father's flock 
in the field. {See i Sam. xvii. 34.) 

The Bear is an emblem of Sin, or the Devil, the 
devourer and destroyer of all good ; the Lion is an 
emblem of strength, and in this type figures forth the 
Word in the letter of it. * The strength of sin is the Law, 
but,' the word adds, * thanks be to God that giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.' Now these two 
(the Lion and Bear) came together to rob the Creature of 
the Word, the Blessed Promise — the Lamb, after he had 
it, and was sealed to the Day of Redemption, and they 
actually took it away. But now comes fresh power to 
help in the time of need; Faith pursues the Lion and 
Bear, which are one, seizes hint by the beard, — />., he 
claims the Promise that was made to him before, and 
thereby deprives the Word of all the horrors and 
fierceness of the wrath, and its power, and death and 
hell lie vanquished at his feet. 

This was fulfilled when Zion was cast off, and cast 
down to Hell, and the wrath of God lay upon him, for he 
was then alone, and fallen into the ditch ; the Lion and 
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Bear took away his seal—\^t, Lamb ; but he rose up even 
in the Belly of the Abyss, and put God (as it were) in 
mind of His promise, and demanded it to be fulfilled 
according to the Word ; and thus the Lamb was recovered, 
and brought into the fold again. 

* O my Soul, thou hast trodden down strength ; by the 
help of my God, I have leaped over a wall ; he teacheth 
my hands to war, and my fingers to fight, so that a bow 
of steel is broken by mine arm. We went through fire, 
and through water. O Grod, thou hast shown thy peeled 
one hard things ' (Ps. xviii. 34). Well, here was a victory 
that formed the groundwork in the creature for the assur- 
ance of overcoming all enemies. And now, being thus 
formed, and having gained such a victory, he, as the New 
Man, must be put to trial forty days {see verse 16 of i 
Samuel xvii.), he must endure temptation in the wilderness. 

The Man of Reason — the Man of false reason — Goliath 
appears to defy the armies of the living God I — 1>., a 
strong reasoning power arises in the Creature, to dissuade 
him from going any further on in the great work ; morn- 
ing and evening Goliath appears, to defy Israel, and the 
heart of all Israel trembles for fear of the Giant ; and now 
David appears, meditating his destruction, and behold he 
is rebuked by his elder Brother Eli-ab, «>., God my 
Father, — yes, the Spirit says to the creature, *I know 
the pride and the naughtiness of thine heart, for thou art 
come down that thou mightest see the Battle.' But 
David answers, ' Is there not a cause ? What have I 
now done ? I know my innocence, and as sure as I, by 
the power of God, slew the Lion and the Bear, so shall I 
slay this uncircumcised Philistine.' Here the Creature 
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calls forth the evidences of his Call; he looks at the 
wonderful things he had passed through already; he 
reflects on ^^ first visitation of the Lord to him, and how 
wonderfully He appeared in him, and how he (the Lord) 
was slain in him, by the Lion and the Bear (the power and 
strength of unbelief), — and how he was cast into the deep 
abyss of the Eternal darkness, and how that, by laying 
hold of the promise and claiming it, he was raised from that 
death. He reflects also how he was in Paradise, and how 
he wrestled with the Angel a whole nighty and gained the 
promise of the Revelation of the hidden Name of God ; 
he reflects on the wonderful appearance of the three 
Angels to him, appearing visibly in human form : — by 
the first he was rebuked as being a false swearer, by the 
second he was smitten with blindness, and by the third 
(named Ananias) he was restored, who said, laying his 
hands on his eyes, * Brother Saul receive thy sight ; and 
immediately there fell from his eyes, as it were scales.^ 

All this, and much more, the Creature has to reflect 
on, in the forty days' temptation ; and in the end Judg- 
ment gains the victory over all that stood in the way. 
The creature sees his call clearly, by the Scriptures being 
fulfilled upon him, and Goliath is slain, — the /^ze/^r of 
human reason is slain, and the creature gives himself up 
to God's power, and boldly goes on in his vocation. See 
Isa. xi. II how the Lord sets his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant. 

Now we have just brought these things forward by 
way of answering your letter, and to let you see how we all 

* This \& fully recounted in the Grand Epistle on Rom. xi., addressed to 
Mr Brentnall, October 31 and November, Year 7. [First in Vol. I.] 
VOL. XV C 
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stand at the present time, and since Zion came out to the 
work. We are now altogether in the wars of David ; — 
remember how all his life there were wars and fightings, 
but in the reign of Solomon the Son of David, there was 
peace, and just so it will be with us after a while, for it is 
written, ' I will (in that day) raise up unto David a Righte- 
ous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper,' etc. 
Therefore endure, expecting your full redemption to see. 
You do not, cannot expect nor hope too much, but in 
patience possess ye your soul; hold fast the Word which 
you have, Grod will not fail to strengthen and support you, 
till the Son of David comes, and you enjoy his power. 
Fight on, and overcome, and you will find the House of 
Saul grow weaker and weaker, and the House of David 
stronger and stronger. 

With respect to the coming Trial, I am sure that great 
good will result from it, as all things work together yi?r 
good. I have not shunned to declare the whole counsel of 
God, and though bonds and afflictions abide me, yet am I 
confident that the end will be blessed ! Remember those 
words in the Acts, said to Ananias when he was sent to 
Paul (Zion), ' Go, for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to 
bear my name before Gentiles and Kings ; and I will 
show unto him, how great things he shall suffer for my 
Name's sake.' 

Then even so it must be, for I am set for the defence 
of the Gospel. We must conquer: fear not, but wing up 
your faith, 

I sincerely thank you for your promise of aid in the 
time of trial ; and your letter was altogether as a cordial 
to me. 
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Brother James unites in love to you, and Sister B. 
and Sister W. and Charles, and to all the friends. We 
remember them all in kind affection. 

There is not time to write any more just now, hope 
you will excuse it. 

Shall let you know in a few days, whether the Trial 
will be at the Sessions or the Assizes. 

Are not yet certain how it will be. 

[It would almost appear inconceivable that the occur- 
rences related in the Bible, as having taken place out- 
wardly on the earth, should have been accepted as such 
literally by men of intellect and learning, who pride them- 
selves on the degree of discernment they can exercise in 
secular literature, by detecting what lies hid under the 
bare reading, and discover * allegory ' in numerous works. 
But the pride and loftiness of man (' Goliath ') must be 
laid low, when it comes to viewing spiritual objects, for 
believing these Bible stories as history, while they would 
deride ' Jack the Giant Killer ' as a nursery fable, shows 
their total ignorance of the course of the Spirit of Inspira- 
tion ; for indeed the two tales are identical in import, one 
is but a variant of the other ; and the Spiritual Man alone 
(though subject to all infirmities of nature) could discover 
the design and intent of all the infinitely-varied forms and 
language of prophecy, for the substance of every figure is 
wrought within him mentally by the power of the Inspirer. 
— C. B. H.] 
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TO C. BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

Nottingham, Mtt]^ a, Yior 7. 

My dear Brother Charles, — I thank you most 
sincerely and heartily for writing me so long a letter, 
and I would gladly notice every part of its contents 
in my answer, had I time; but at the present, I 
have much upon my mind, as you may suppose. We 
have to plan our journey to the different places \Rdiere 
it is really needful that we should go, for the strength- 
ening and encouraging of the Friends, for though we 
may write yet they want our presence. And at the 
same time we have to arrange matters ready for the 
Trial, to stand against the laws that they have made 
to punish the* Just 'for obeying his God. These things 
cannot but occupy the mind much, as we must act as 
rational beings, and plan the best way we can to meet 
our Prosecutors, on points of law. Though I well know 
that * the lot is cast into the lap ; and the whole dis- 
posing thereof, is of the Lord:* (Prov. xvi. 33). The 
evil that stands in Babel must be made manifest; and 
the plain unvarnished truth being told and sent abroad, 
has vexed the Old Hulk, who was quite at ease and 
rest in his bed, but he sees that his time is out, an 
alarm is sounded in his ears that there is one come to 
invade his territories at last, who surely will dispossess 
him, if he does not rise and put him down ; so he 
rises up and views the power and strength of this new- 
comer, and, upon a little investigation, he finds that by 
argument he cannot meet him, but in another way he 
thinks he has him. ' We have a law/ says he, * and by 
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our law he ought to die.* And this he will try, but he 
will surely be outwitted, for it will make him appear ten 
times more hateful than he already does in the eyes of 
honest men. 

The world will see that it is the persecuted are the 
true men, and not the persecutors ; this will be well dis- 
cerned by thousands in the future ; the train is laid for 
the destruction of evily and it cannot pass the decree of God, 
We shall see our desire accomplished, in the great outward 
world as well as in the inward, and it will be a Tree of 
Life to all eternity. 

We were much pleased with your conversation with a 
clergyman in your shop. What could the poor dark man 
do with a Shilohite, one of the Sons of Light ? 

I wish to be made acquainted with the conversation 
that passed between Brothers Rogers and Davis, for as 
Mr Rogers has seen him and conversed with him several 
times since his departure, Mr R. can certainly inform us 
what was the subject. It must, I think, be somewhat 
interesting to hear news from the other world. Do let 
me know as soon as you can, because for a man to die, 
and then to rise again and converse with his friend, is 
something wonderful, and the news that such an one 
brings everyone would be glad to hear; and then when 
you have obtained from Brother R. what they talked to- 
gether about, perhaps I may say something in answer to 
your question.^ 

I have seen your Father's dream, and I think I did say 

' Zion knew well the self-delusions of the mind, and would give no coun- 
tenance to such, nor admit of any tricks of fancy, contrary to the established 
order of Nature ; and knowing that he himself had brought the only ' News 
from the other side of the grave,' having indeed * risen rom the dead* — C. B. II. 
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in a former letter that it was a very remarkable one, and 
so I think still, and was given for the present time, and 
does hold forth consolation to us, in the prospect of being 
arraigned before unreasonable men whose portion is in 
the world of darkness, and who hate the light 

With respect to the * Easter offerings,' O blind Parsons, 
what have ye to do with them ? The Easter offering is 
nothing else but the offering-up of the Gentiles, which is 
acceptable unto God, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost 
See Rom. xv. i6. And this offering is, the humanity 
giving up to the Divinity through the Eternal Spirit. 

For the humanity being now (at Easter) risen from the 
dead, and the Blessed Name Jesus written upon it, is 
without spot before God, for the spot — the old leaven — 
is purged out, and the creature is become a new lump, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, i>., set apart by the 
influence and work of the Eternal Spirit upon him, for the 
great work, and willingly offers up himself to God for the 
same, therefore it is written (Heb. ix. 13, 14), 'For if the 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the Eternal Spirit offered himself without spot 
to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God ? ' How much more shall the Holy life of 
the Anointed (which consists in knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holiness, obtained through the death unto sin 
and the resurrection unto this New Life) purge your con- 
sciences from the dead wisdom of men, that you may serve 
in the newness of the Spirit, and not in the oldness of 
the letter. 
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Now, here is the Easter offering, by which it plainly 
appears how dead men are to the knowledge or ways of 
God; and ye yourselves are witnesses that the blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin, for it showeth unto you that 
God imputeth not sin to you, but to the Beast, and the 
blood of the beast was shed, i>., the sinning principle de- 
stroyed in the creature, and the principle of Light and Life 
raised up in the stead thereof, of which ye also partake, 
and are all made to drink into one spirit, and are all par- 
takers of that one bread. Now this power and operation 
of the Spirit was put forth, and took place in Zion, exactly 
at Easter in the year 1828, and this is the true Easter 
Offering, then it was that the Lord received his dues ; the 
command given in Rom. xii. i, 2 is obeyed, viz., * I beseech 
you therefore, Brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world : but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God.* 

Now look at every place in J. Southcott's writings, 
where March and April are mentioned, but particularly in 
the * Answer to the Five charges in the Leeds Mercury' 
p. 14, where you will find an account of shipwrecks 
having taken place, and the dangers being great when it 
came to March and April, or about Easter. 

These shipwrecks happened for a type of what took 
place in Zion at Easter. The total shipwreck of the old 
vessel — old nature, or self, and Paul's escape with all the 
crew to the Island of Melita, where he shook the viper off 
his hand into the fire. Read Acts xxvii.-xxviii. 
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We cannot just now say any more upon this subject, 
but from what is said you will plainly see what the Easter 
OiTering is, and how that, in ignorance, the demand is 
made by the Clergy of money to be paid them at Easter. 

Now my advice to you on this point is. Let them 
make the demand upon you for their Blaster ofiering, and 
tell them that you see no law of God or man to compel 
you to pay it. Let them show you a reason from Scrip- 
ture for such a demand ; but this they cannot do, and you 
will be summoned before the Magistrates to answer for 
your refusal, and this will afford you an opportunity of 
declaring publicly against the unscriptural practice. And 
if they will enforce payment, tell them that it is done 
against your will, and against all right You may choose 
for yourselves whether you will suffer to be distrained 
upon for it But if any of you are bold enough to prefer 
this, and then publish the same, it will tend more to the 
investigation of the unjust demand, and to more minute 
inquiry into the Cause of Truth. 

From ZiON, THE City of Truth, 
The Lord is here! 



Barnslby, May 12, Ytar 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce, — We have just arrived here, 
and we take the first opportunity of answering yours, 
in which we are informed that the Case is now removed 
into the higher Court. Our next step is to get it tried 
at Nottingham, for which there now seems an additional 
reason, as Mr Waite tells us our prosecutor probably 
will go to the expense of a * special jury.' We shall be 
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thankful for any advice you can get as to the proper 
steps to be taken in the present stage. We would wish to 
know from Mr Payne (whom we have confidence in to 
manage the business for us) if he can get the case re- 
moved to Nottingham, or is it necessary for us to go to 
London and see Mr Hill (the Counsel) in person. 

I am not very well in bodily health, my cough is 
very distressing, but I don't like to complain ; it is all 
right. 

We leave Barnsley on Monday for Huddersfield, stop 
there one day, and proceed to Shrewsbury. Have you 
seen a sheet of writing belonging to the Rotunda Dis- 
course? If we have left it at Nottingham you will for- 
ward it to us, for we miss one of the pages. 

We feel that we cannot sufficiently thank you for 
your kind attention to us, but we know that it is the 
spirit of love that prompts you to go on in the Blessed 
Cause of God. The Friends at Chesterfield and Sheffield 
seem all in good spirits, and here at Barnsley the same. 

Accept of our kind love, from Brother James and 
ZiON, The Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 
The Lord is here. 

We leave Huddersfield on Wednesday, and speak at 
the Theatre here to-morrow, a large assembly is expected. 
The town is all alive about Shiloh, look at the papers 
for an account of the proceedings. 

Well, onward we go, all is well. Good-bye all of 
you, dear and beloved Friends, we shall see you again 
as soon as we can, and shall be glad of all the news in 
the meantime. 
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TO C BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

Nottingham, /aMi« 19, Ytmri, 

My very Dear Brother,— Your letter came to 
hand yesterday, and as usual we rejoiced to see your 
handwriting, and that of your son Charles also; and 
though your complaints fill me with inexpressible pain, 
yet I would much rather you mentioned them to me 
than kept them smothered up in your own bosom, for 
then I can sympathise with you however, though I may 
not be able to relieve you: for the miseries that my 
fellow-brethren — some of them in mind more than others, 
and some in outward and temporal perplexities — endure, 
often wring from my heart sighs of the deepest sorrow 
and sympathy, and often extort the question, *0 my 
God, when shall these things have an end?' For end 
I know they will ; but at the same time, I do not desire 
to know the tinu though I thus speak. I will not be 
guilty of such presumption, my heart shall not be ex- 
ercised with such covetous practices. And God has wise 
ends in letting you and others feel as you do for a 
time, and make your complaints to me, your Brother 
and companion in tribulation, viz., that you may see 
that Shiloh — the Vessel — has not the power to give the 
Holy Ghost to anyone, nor dare I wish to have such 
power, because it would be contrary to God's order. His 
Son is a created being, and he is dependent upon his 
Creator, and though the Creator and the created are one 
in spirit — the Son being generated out of the Source 
and Fountain of all Grood, — yet do you not read that 
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there were things which the Angels in heaven, or the 
Son did not know, but the Father only? See Mark 
xiii. 32. Then I am content, and I wait patiently 
enduring all things, knowing that God will perfect what 
is lacking concerning me, and I rest in His promises, not 
coveting, and meddling with things that are too high 
for me, but resting confidently on the wisdom and faith- 
fulness of my Creator. And now be ye born of this 
same spirit, for if I am thus humbled to abide the 
pleasure of the Great Eternal, must not you walk in 
the same steps ? You must, and be content so to walk. 
Consider those who have the rule over you, who have 
spoken unto you the Word of Life, whose faith follow, 
and be content with such things as ye already have. 
For you well know that your anxiety, as you say, cannot 
alter anything, no, it cannot make one hair white or 
black. Rest in God, and I am greatly gratified and con- 
soled — after reading the first part of your letter — to find 
that you do come to that conclusion after all your com- 
plaints, so that you answer every question yourself that 
you ask me. 

You are, as well as myself, the * Prisoner of the Lord,' 
*tis his will that you must do, and not your own; he 
has possession of you and will not let you go, but will 
refine you with his fire, till your hard iron is become 
Gold. Bear the fire, it will do you good ; it will not 
burn you, it is not of that quality. God cannot err, 
neither will He break the covenant that He has made 
with ^(Ul fleshy but will safely bring you through: thus 
saith, thus testifieth the faithful and true witness, the 
beginning of the Creation of God. I feel greatly de- 
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lighted with the wise and judicious answer given you 
by our Brother Wilks, I thank my God for thus instruct- 
ing him ; and it makes my heart rejoice to see the Word 
in every way fulfilling, viz., 'Those that are thy helpers 
here, shall in the end be crowned.* — J. S. Wherever that 
same spirit is found, you will be crowned with Life ; there- 
fore with charity endure all things, hope all things, suffer 
long, and be kind ; be not easily provoked to find fault 
and be impatient; but remember it is written, 'I will 
never leave nor forsake you.* No, no, that cannot be; 
the sap is in every tree, and it will rise, and bring forth 
leaves and fruit to perfection. The summer — the beauti- 
ful, complete, and perfect summer must cofHe, so sure as 
the winter season hath been, and don't you now see the 
leaves of the Tree of Life that are for the healing of 
the nations ? What can harm you who are followers of 
the Good ? God will make you happy beings, which He 
has begun to do, and let that answer every question ; and 
be still, and know that He is God. 

From ZiON, THE CiTV OF Truth, 
The Lord is here. 

[Here follow some directions for printing and dis- 
tribution of works, etc., and then goes on to say] — We 
must persevere, and the Word will find its way to many, 
even as it found out No. lo Digbeth (Mr Bradley's 
address). We agree with you that it seems making the 
Word very cheap, but never mind, God is the worker and 
I must go as I am drawn. I always weigh the proposition 
of any Brother respecting every business, and I feel very 
thankful for your kind caution ; but the Word must be 



ZION'S WORKS 45 

printed, if there are no buyers as yet, and it will not be 
long ere there will be many appear that will do like C. 
Bradley, I mean, Buy the Truth and sell it not for any 
price. Talk about going back into Egypt? Go, my 
Brother, take your flight. But I think you would say to 
any that would lead you thither, * Ah, friend, I was there 
before ! ' You know better, wherever you learnt it ; you 
have put off your coat, and how shall you put it on ; you 
have washed your feet, how shall you defile them ? We 
are all delighted with our dear Brother Charles's animated 
and spirited letters; thankful am I, yes, and so are all 
that love the Truth here, for the grace given unto him : 
we are very pleased with the account he gives us of the 
Procession. Thanks be to the great Spirit — God, who is 
the fire under the steam-engine, teaching the water to 
ascend by its heat, and is now moving all the Political 
wheels, as well as the Spiritual, at 10,000 horse-power and 
more, to accomplish the great and glorious work of 
Reformation and Redemption. 

I am sure you would be disgusted to read the poor — 
what shall I call it — spoony Indictment that they have 
made out against us. We have to inform you that we 
cannot get the case tried at Nottingham, as we wished, 
so must submit to have it tried at Derby. Never mind, 
all is well, and all will be well: I faint not, while He 
lives who has sworn to me, yea, to me has sworn, to hold 
my hand, and yours also with me. 

Charles will remember that we spoke about having a 
little happy assembly of friends at Nottingham this month, 
but have declined it, in the way we intended ; times are 
critical and there is no money to spare, our time will come 
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for more joyful songs and dancing too, and not a long 
time hence : we will be content. Farewell. 



Nottingham, June 26, Ytar 7. 

Dear Brother Bradley,— I have just finished the 
second part of the Book. I have said 'finished,' but I 
could not finish it, for it is a never-ending subject, and a 
very little more than just opening the door a little has yet 
come abroad. 

But that there is an open door which no man can shut, 
is evident from the Word. And there was always a door 
in man, but it was shut up until the key was found. Now 
I am the same door that was shut, though now open ; the 
door is the same, but while it was shut nothing at all could 
be seen of what was inside the House ; for in man all 
inestimable treasures are hid, like jewels, metals, etc., in 
the earth ; and when the mine is discovered then you 
eagerly begin to dig — the door begins to creak upon the 
hinges — and the first valuable thing you find is coal, and 
coal makes fire, when the flame is put to it Then iron 
may be found, then silver, and at last gold. 

Well, Brother, you would try to persuade me, that 
after all your digging you have only reached the black 
coal yet, and hard iron. But dig on : don't be weary in 
well-doing, you will come to the gold for certain, it is not 
far from you — it is in yourself if haply you may feel after 
it. Well, keep on feeling, until you see and hear, and 
smell and taste, and perceive and know^ and then it will be 
God, and all this is in yourself. And you know that it 
was told you (by Miss Townley) that you should find the 
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true gold at last, and that was a true saying, for so it will 
be, for the season is come for finding it, and it cannot be 
otherwise. 

' If death is in man, it must be seen,' saith the Word. 
Well, and life is in man too, saith the witness^ and it must 
be seen. All the shadows were God ; but He was under 
the shadows ; but in the fulfilling of the shadows ' God 
is gone UP with a shout ; the Lord with the sound of the 
trumpet.' So now Jerusalem, which is above^ is the Mother 
of us all. 

So God was hidden in the shadows, in the thick dark- 
ness, but a Philosopher has digged at the end of the 
shadows, and found his own Original. He has found 
himself that was LOST, and finding himself, he has FOUND 
God and nature^ and all things (treasures) hidden therein. 
And so every scribe who is instructed into the Kingdom of 
God bringeth forth out of his treasury things new and 
old ; for the new man is made out of the old, but it is the 
wind (or air) that is the uniting principle or spirit that has 
brought Heaven and earth together, and made them one. 

Now, the letter is earth and the spirit is Heaven ; and 
first the North wind awoke, bringing its keen cutting 
frost, and bitter biting blast, to kill the vermin in the land. 
And then * the South wind blew softly, and a creek was 
perceived, and we ran in there, and stuck fast* and found 
it to be the land of milk and honey ; and the spices began 
to breathe a rich perfume. O how the Birds sang! A 
New Song it was, that never before was heard by man. 
It was the Corinthian Anthem — It was sown in weak- 
ness, but raised in power. The Lord is risen from the 
dead! 
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Our Jesus is gone up on high, — 

The powers of Hell he captive led, 
Fled to the portals of the sky ; — 

Lo his triumphant chariot waits. 
And angels chaunt the solemn lay, 
* Lift up your heads, ye Heavenly Gates ; 
Ye everlasting doors. Give way ! 

Loose all your bars of massy light. 
And wide unfold the ethereal scene. 

He claims these mansions for his right, 
Receive the King of Glory in ! 

Who is the King of Glory ? Who ? 
The Lord who all his foes overcame ; 

The King of Saints, and Angels too, 
kxA Jesus is the Conqueror's name ! 

I have not time to write more just now, or I could say 
much. We are getting ready for our journey to-morrow, 
but I wished to send the writings before we went Please 
to put the Title to the Second Part, as well as the first, 
and when done send them to Nottingham, keeping what 
you want of them yourselves. Accept our kind love, both 
from Brother James and Zion. We trust you are in good 
bodily health and spirits, looking Zion -ward. 

The Trial comes on at Derby on the ist of August 
We leave the event in the best hands. All will be well. 
Please to give our kind love to Charles, and I would say 
Brother Jenkins and Brother Holinsworth, only if I men- 
tion one or two, and not the rest, I know what would be 
said. So they will please excuse me in this. Yet I love 
all alike. 

Perhaps you will say, * What a bull Zion has made ! ' 
Well, how can I help it if I was bom so ? And I have 
seen Irishmen in all countries, and I know that English- 
men will be very glad to go to * Ire-land ' yet, ay, 
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thousands of them to see St Patrick riding his favourite 
animal the Bull ; but he has a cunning way of riding, for 
he takes fast hold of the Bull's tail, and rides with his face 
the contrary way. 

Well may they wonder at him, and ridicule him, until 
he explains himself, why he — out of the other Six Cham- 
pions of Christ-en-dom — should ride back- ward. 

ril be bound he has a meaning for his conduct, which 
will make all laugh who hear it. 

One thing I can say myself, that whoever will go to 
Paddy's Land, must all ride backwards. 'When I give 
new life to man, all the Bible must go backwards ' (J. S.). 
And who would think that St Patrick was the Bible ? 

I've done now for the present. 

From The City of Truth. 

[This curious illustration of St Patrick and the Bull, 
gives notable insight into the design of the Eternal Mind 
(hidden in the figure, from man) in fulfilling His written 
Word in the soul of an Irishman, who, by the communica- 
tion of this New Spiritual Life and Being, is Sainted or 
set apart from the rest of his species, for God's purpose on 
earth. His riding the Bull shows the dominion gained 
over the old carnal nature, how it is turned back in all its 
notions, and made to submit to the Divine ordination. 
Even as men in their ignorance have inverted the order of 
God, so now in this Revelation to Zion, all their ideas and 
taks on the Scriptures go backward, and all their supposed 
wisdom and knowledge is 'made foolish.' And to this 
Ire-land, *Erin-go-bragh,' all must go to obtain the true 

knowledge of the Word.— C. B. H. November, Year 68.] 
VOL. XV. D 
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London, /m>^ Yeari, 

Dear Brother Pierce,— The Friends here are 
anxiously expecting the new Book, and it is likely that 
by this time Brother Bradley has the first part done. 
When he sends them you must take care not to sell any 
till the duty is paid. 

We should be glad if they could be sent before we 
leave Town; we shall stay till after next Sunday, and 
then we shall set out again to Nottingham. 

The Church here is subscribing for the Book, and 
there must needs be a Circular go to all on the same 
subject, therefore be so kind as to copy what follows, as 
a Circular from Zion. 

Dear and beloved Friends,— The Book that is 
now in the press contains a subject of great weight and 
importance, not only to yourselves, but to all our fellow- 
men. It proves how Jesus Christ came in the flesh. [Viz., 
The Two 'Discourses* at the Rotunda, reprinted in 
Volume XII.]. 

It will cost perhaps nearly £tp to get it printed, and 
our Brother Bradley of Birmingham is kindly getting it 
done for us, that there might be no delay in sending the 
Word of Truth out to the world. 

It is hoped that all the Believers in Zion will feel 
thankful — ^nay, we are sure that everyone who is concerned 
for the honour of God, and the good of mankind, will be 
glad that God has given us a brother (Bradley) who is so 
willing to do his utmost to forward the work of God ; and 
your good feelings, Brethren and Sisters, and your just 
consideration of his kindness, will be manifested by your 
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individual exertions to get the money back which he has 
paid for us, with as much speed as possible, by each sub* 
scribing at once for one of the Books. We are not certain 
as yet whether the price may not exceed 2s. 

Another thing we must mention to you : we purpose 
sending one thousand of them out to such of the gentry, 
nobility and members of parliament, who may appear 
likely to be interested in their perusal, and we must beg 
your assistance in this work to enable us to do it. 

There is also a * Creed ' publishing at id. Let each 
member of the Church purchase from their committee as 
many as they can of them, and dispose of them among 
their friends and acquaintances, by sale or gift, as they 
choose. Reprint [Vol. XII. pp. 69-76]. 

Now dear Brethren, let us each, according to ability, 
work in this good work, for it is written, 'By this shall 
all men know that ye are my Disciples, if ye have love 
one toward another' — that is, if ye love the Lord your 
Brother, who is now become one of you. Seek therefore, 
and labour to establish your King upon his throne firmly ; 
for he calls on all who acknowledge him, to help in the 
Cause ; and your work shall not be in vain in the Lord. 

And remember that it is in the honour and glory of 
your King, that^^^ will obtain glory, honour, and eternal 
life. All men fight for their King, the honour of his 
Crown, and his dignity. And will not the Shilohites fight 
for their King? Yes, every true Shilohite will not rest 
till they see their King finally crowned, and swaying the 
Sceptre over all t 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth, 
The Lord is here. 
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We wish to inform all our Friends that the Trial 
comes on at Derby, the beginning of August The Judge 
enters the Town on the ist of the month; and it is 
expected that the Assizes will occupy three or four days, 
and on one of these the earthly * Judge ' is to judge the 
Heavenly. 

We need not say that the expense will be considerable, 
and we have nothing ourselves towards defending the 
action temporally ; and therefore leave it with you, those 
who may have it in their power, to assist us in this Trial. 
Farewell. Peace be with you all, with our kindest love. 



Jufy 12, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— This would have been sent 
directly it was written, only that we had to wait to see 
Mr Hill. 

We have put into his hands every writing, Bill and 
Placard that has been issued. 

There are forty-eight Gentlemen of Derbyshire selected 
as Jurors, and the List is given to us to strike out twelve 
of them that we may object to. We did not think to stay 
so long here, but circumstances obliged us, but we intend 
being with you in the course of next week ; so you will 
please to let the people know on Sunday that Zion will 
speak at Nottingham on the next, July 22. 

I have sent you a letter for MThail, and one for 
Mathews. You will perhaps wish to read them, and so 
I have left them open ; you will then please send them off 
directly to Scotland. 
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Now dear and beloved Friends all,' we hope you are 
well and in good spirits. Be not cast down about our 
Trial. Grod will turn the evil counsel of men that despise 
His Light, into foolishness. The time draws nigh that an 
earthly tribunal is to judge the LORD. 

Well so it is, and let it come. All things work to- 
gether for good, and man cannot alter the decree of 
God. 

* Ye fearful saints fresh courage take. 

The clouds you so much dread 
Are big with Mercy, and shall break 
With blessings on your head.' 

We shall with joy come again to see you, and our dear 
favourite spot, Nottingham. 

You have, we suppose, seen our dear Sister Farrand 
since we left you, and our dear little Mary Rowland, 
please to give our kind love to them ; also to Sisters 
Pierce and Kirk, Blasdale, Holbrook, Davis, Elliot, Mar- 
riot, — and their Husbands and families. This won't do ! 
I must not attention any more, or I must name all. So 
Farewell. 

Brother James, Mrs Twort, and Mr Hearn who is now 
sitting with us, send their warm love to you all. 

We received the parcel containing the 'Creed,' for 
which we thank you. Wm. Ward, senior, is your Debtor 
for them. 

Please send one hundred of the Books (The Two Dis- 
courses) to him when they come. Address 27 North St, 
Locksfields, Walworth. 
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TO WILLIAM WARD. 

County Gaol, Dbrby, August 8, Kmt 7. 

Dear William,— I trust that before this time you 
have received a letter from our Brother Pierce, informing 
you of our present situation. I have not had opportunity 
myself to write sooner, for you must needs think that I 
have had much to pass through of a trying nature, that 
would naturally engage my attention until I became 
settled in our New Lodgings, so you will excuse the not 
writing sooner. James (Mr Twort) and myself are it 
seems safely housed here for eighteen months, a long time 
to look forward to, yet it will soon pass away. Thanks to 
our God we are not here for any crime, or anything that 
causes a painful reflection for a moment, but for declaring 
the truth that God has revealed, which the world under- 
stands not, therefore we forgive those who have perse- 
cuted us. 

Yet they might understand it, did they put down pre- 
judice, and in the fear of God search and prove what we 
have written on the Scriptures, for I have said none other 
things than what the Scriptures say should come to pass in 
the last days, as you well know ; but it is all well, and we 
rejoice to be counted worthy to sufier for the Lord's sake, 
the shame and reproach that we endure. 

We were called, in Court, everything but honest 
or good mea The Counsel for the Prosecution in his 
speech at the opening of the case, told the Jury that they 
had now to give a verdict respecting two of the most 
wicked men that ever lived; we were by him called 
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robbers, plunderers and murderers, rebels, etc., or else, — 
That we were mad, and so he said, * For God's sake con- 
fine them, and prevent them from doing further mischief.* 
Yet he did not believe, he said, that we were mad, but that 
we were consummate villains, whose object was to over- 
turn both Church and State. This was a favourable be- 
ginning you will say, but did you expect any better ? I 
think not, for I was quite sure that nothing would be too 
hot nor too heavy to lay upon us. Witnesses on the other 
side were then called, who were just as tender in their 
conscience as the learned Counsel just mentioned, and God 
knows and we know, that they laid things to our charge 
that we knew not 

Our Counsel, in some respects made a very excellent 
speech in our favour, but to no purpose. He showed that 
we did not deny Christ nor the Scriptures, but that we 
explained them spiritually, and he said many strong 
things — which I cannot now mention — sufficient to influ- 
ence the minds of an unprejudiced Jury to give a verdict 
in our favour. But the Judge's speech came at the last, 
and he declared us to be two of the vilest men that ever 
appeared on the earth, and many things of the same kind. 
And the speech of the Judge did our business, and the 
Jury's verdict was — * Guilty.' The Judge then addressed 
us on the heinousness of the crime of which we were found 
guilty, and in order to bring us to serious reflection, and 
that the Blasphemy — as he called the Doctrine — might 
spread no further, we should be confined in the County 
Gaol of Derby for Eighteen Months. Was not this 
•Christian' charity I but are not the Scriptures true, 
which say (John xvi. 2), *Yea, the time cometh, when 
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whosoever killeth you shall think he doeth God service/ 
So the learned Judge thought that in punishing us in this 
way, he did God service. ' Ye have condemned and killed 
the Just ; and he doth not resist you ' (James v. 6). Well it 
is all right, may God show him better ; it is through ignor- 
ance it is done ; they are objects of our pity, and not of 
our resentment, and I would not resent the injustice done 
to me and James, had I it in my power to afflict them 
by it 

Your feelings no doubt will be great upon the subject, 
but restrain them, and *in patience possess your souls.' 
There was a needs-be for me to * declare the whole counsel 
of God ' : I was raised up for this purpose, to go before 
and bear the first shock. And I would sooner die than 
not have done my duty ; thanks and praise to my God 
who has made me His faithful witness. Imprisonment or 
death would not be half so painful to me, as that for one 
moment I should be unfaithful to the Word entrusted unto 
me, were it possible that I could be so for a moment ; but 
that cannot be, while I have God's promise that He would 
hold my hand, and He has held my hand hitherto, and will 
till His purposes are accomplished. I wish you, and all 
that are public speakers, to avoid the appearance of any- 
thing that might be termed abusive ; put your words how 
you may, the prejudiced and unbelieving mind is ready to 
turn anything — however good and true and scriptural — to 
the worst account ; but take care, and by sound wisdom 
and discretion defeat the malicious in their purposes. I 
know you are not abusive in your language, but speak the 
Truth of God in mild terms, remember always that you 
yourself were once darkness. You will not reject this bit 
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of advice I am sure, for you will see the justice and pro- 
priety of it, and so will all our friends. I have found that 
it is best to persuade with patience, though I have been 
myself led at times to rebuke sharply some that would 
have neither Scripture nor reason for their guide, but 
their own vague arguments and groundless notions and 
opinions ; but for the most part it has been my habit to 
use calm reason grounded on the Word of God. It is a 
bad thing at any time to be overcome by temper, ever 
avoid that, and if you are careful to carry always about 
with you the thoughts of what you once were yourself, you 
will not then be angry with anyone. I think it needful 
thus to write to you, and the same unto all, not to damp 
your zeal, but to give you power, ' that by well-doing you 
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men' (i Peter 
ii. 15), that they * of the contrary part ' may have no evil to 
say of you in those respects. Evil, the unbelieving tongue 
will speak of us, was our morality as splendid as the sun, 
but let them not have to say of us, that we are full of rage 
and fury; boldness becomes Christians, but anger does 
not. Bear this word of exhortation ; and let us be wholly 
subdued to the will of God. 

William, we do not learn Divine rectitude, no nor 
moral, all at once, nor can we come to perfection in a 
day ; we must learn it step by step, by willingly and 
voluntarily submitting ourselves to the word and will of 
God, who will chasten us till there is no offence to be 
found in us; well, we have this for consolation, viz., 
'Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth ' (Heb. xii. 6). These 
words have been my comfort under the numerous and 
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various chastenings that I have had ; Thy statutes, I can 
say, have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage. 
And the same are now my comfort, for the word saith 
(Heb. xiL 8), * If ye were without chastening, then are ye 
bastards, and not sons.' And we are chastised that we 
might be made partakers of His holiness^ and therefore my 
being imprisoned as I now am will work for my good, and 
I trust also for the good of my companion, and for the 
good of you all, though it seems a very great trial, and I 
feel more for my friends than for myself, for I am able — by 
the Power of God — to bear it ; for I know the end of my 
calling, and that is the perfection of my nature ^ and of yours 
also ; and God will cause His glory to shine forth in us, 
and you will see His powerful hand working our salvation, 
and causing us to be honoured where we have been put to 
shame. Then will those who despise us for they know not 
what, adopt the language of the Scriptures, and say, ' Is 
not this he that we sometimes had in derision, and made a 
proverb of reproach among us? But how is he now 
honoured, and his lot among the Saints : We fools counted 
their lives madness, and their end to be without honour ' 
{see * Book of Wisdom,' v. 3-4.) O cheer up all of you, 
' The mount of danger is the place, where God will show 
surprising grace.' And these clouds will break in blessings 
on all your heads, and on mine. 

I hope that my poor dear Mary will not think her 
Father's lot hard, I know her tender feelings for me. My 
lot is glorious, and my light afflictions, which are but for 
a moment, are working for me an eternal weight of glory. 
For I look not at the * things that are seen ' [* which are 
perishable *], but at the * things that are not seen ' [* which 
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are eternal *]. Tell her to lift up her head, and all of you 
do the same. The worldly spirits have now done their 
worst to me and James, I am glad it has come to this, 
for I knew from the beginning that it would be so ; and 
why? Even because the time is come, of which Paul 
spake, 2 Tim. iv. 3 — * The time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears.* 
And now because God has revealed sound doctrinCy which 
condemns their unsoundness, they are angry. 

I don't know that I have anything more to say 
particularly at this time; but be ye steadfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foras- 
much as you know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. Give our kindest love both from James and myself 
to all our dear friends, and let them rather rejoice than 
be sorrowful at this persecution, for by it the Word of 
God will more abundantly spread abroad, and be glori- 
fied : the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and come to 
nought, as God hath said. We are fools and madmen 
in the world's estimation, but in the end it will be found 
that // is *the simple that are the wise,' truly. 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth, 
The Lord is here. 



TO T. PIERCE. 

County Gaol, Derby, August 8, Year 7. 

Dear Brother, — In your very kind note to me 
before you left Derby, you desired that I would inform 
you what the particular rules of the Prison were; and 
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it is our wish to abide strictly by the rules, that we may 
give no offence in anything. 

First, I must tell you that the visiting Magistrates 
have granted us the privilege of providing our own food, 
and of having our own necessary utensils. The Friends 
here have kindly sent us beds, etc, and we have every- 
thing to make us comfortable, so far as prisoners can 
expect All letters will be read (both going from and 
coming in) by the Governor, and any parcel will be 
opened, but it will be done in our presence. 

Any Friend wishing to see us, must apply to the 
Magistrates for an order: no spirits are allowed unless 
by permission from the Doctor. 

I believe that no friend is allowed to come inside our 
apartment, or Ward ; they come no farther than the 
ledge, and speak to us through the window. 

The Rules state that a Prisoner belonging to any 
religious Sect, can have his Minister to impart spiritual 
comfort to him ; we shall be glad of a visit from yourself 
for this same purpose, when it can be granted, and we 
know how to apply for the indulgence. And as you are 
a Minister of the Gospel, and a licensed Teacher, we would 
be very glad of the spiritual comfort that we know you 
can bring us. 

Respecting the Books, you will not fail sending them 
to all the Friends, and get the money in as soon as pos- 
sible to pay Brother B. ; should like one of the 2nd part 
of the ' Standard ' to be sent to us as soon as you can. 
Now is the time, my Brother, to remember the exhorta- 
tion, viz., * Take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand in the evil day' — or to 
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withstand yourselves; and live by faith, and continue 
steadfast and unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, not slackening in the time of afflic- 
tion, not giving up — not yielding one point of the Truth, 
but going on being sure of victory. For that which is of 
God will stand the fiery test, and My God, even the 
Eternal God has promised me that He will hold my hand, 
and that He will avenge me of my adversary; He has 
done this for me in the inner man^ and He will make 
manifest the savour of His power by us to the confound- 
ing of the evil spirit of darkness, though He has per- 
mitted this trial of your faith, — for I know that this 
will be a time of trial with you all, as I warned you at 
Nottingham. 

Happy will he be who will hazard all for the Lord's 
sake; the short gloomy day will soon be gone, and 
another brighter morning dawn. Let your hands be 
strong, and fear not : the world knoweth us not, therefore 
we are persecuted and hated ; but they will find ere long 
that there is a 'Prophet in Israel*; God will manifest 
His mighty power in us, and will let the world know 
that He has sent His Creature with the Word of Life. 
This confidence no affliction can ever shake, and *they 
that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, that can 
never be moved.' 

It was needful that this affair should happen, the 
world must condemn the Spirit of Truth to fulfil the 
Scriptures, as it is written, * I will send you the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world will not receive.' Then of 
course it implied that they would reject. 

Some say that if I had pleaded the cause myself, that 
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I should have been acquitted, but no, they are wrong who 
say so. My Cause was pleaded in my writings, but the 
poor man's wisdom is despised, saith the Word of truth. 
And all things must be fulfilled, both the evil and the 
good must be made manifest in these days, and a few 
more struggles and our God will appear for our help. 

The world says. We have peace and safety. Well 
let them think so. And they say of the servant of God, 
' Persecute and take him, there is none to deliver him. An 
evil disease clingeth unto him ' (/>., He is a wicked blas- 
phemer) ; * and now that he is fallen, he will no more rise.' 
Ah, but they are mistaken, my God will deliver me from 
the malice of my enemies. I fear not, nor dread, on 
account of present sufferings. Let no one think that I 
am moved. No, that cannot be ; and follow tne in strong 
confidence in the God of all power, and He will make 
your way perfect, for He is faithful, and will never 
forsake the virtuous. 

I have written a long letter to Birmingham, they will 
send you a copy, and you will please do likewise for 
other places. How many will now be found standing 
with me, when I shall come out of this prison ? I am 
not doubting any : no true recipients of the Word of Life 
will fly from their colours ; it is an honour to be called 
to suffer for the Lord's sake, and we do not fear the 
wrath of man while we follow that which is good and 
upright before God ; for the wrath of man shall praise 
God, and shall get Him honour; and the remainder of 
wrath He will restrain. They can only go so far as they 
zx^ permitted^ to answer or to bring about Gods purposes ; 
and then all will be well, and happy with us. 
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I certainly feel the loss of the kind society of the 
Friends, but while I live in your affections I am happy, 
and I know that it is well with you. You ever live in 
mine, and my petition to my Heavenly Father shall now 
more than ever be on your behalf. And you know that 
it is said, *The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much* And the Lord is righteous, Who is 
the Intercessor in the creature. 

Do not grieve any of you, but be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of His might. The present trial is 
come beforehand, to inform you that our perfect redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. Be assured of our perfect, steadfast, 
and constant love. 

You will please let us know if Mr Heam should send 
you any money for us, and then I will direct what shall 
be done with it 

Pray ye for the prosperity of Zion. Farewell. Shall 
write to Mrs F. and Mary soon, and shall write to all 
in regular order, as I shall now have time. 



TO BROTHERS PIERCE AND KIRK. 

Dbrby Gaol, August^ Year 7. 

Dear Brethren, — We received your very kind 
letters, but I have been very poorly with a cold, and 
have not been able to write, as it affected my head 
with much pain. 

I have a great deal of work before me now for 
London, Nottingham, and Birmingham. I am giving 
Mr Carlile a full account of all the affair, from the time 
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of our first coming to Derby to our Condemnation at 
the Assizes. 

Yesterday we had the pleasure of seeing some of 
our Derby friends, and of spending nearly an hour with 
them in our apartment^ for the Magistrates visited us on 
Sunday, and said we might have our Friends come into 
the Prison for an hour on each Wednesday from twelve 
to one o'clock. But the Gaoler stands by all the while 
to hear the conversation. Is not this very pleasant? 
However, this is certainly better than that they should 
be wholly kept from us; but it will never do long for 
the Lion's temper, to be battered in this way by the heels 
of the Asses. The little Mouse is gnawing the Net (in 
which the Lion was caught) in several places, and soon 
the Lion will be set free. The Mouse is a very little 
creature, and a very unlikely instrument to break so 
strong a net, but he it is that must set the Lord free. 
Therefore though we are but mice in the eyes of the 
great ones^ yet by our united efforts, under the direction 
of our Master, we will accomplish the work that seems 
impossible to natural thinking. 

Faith —mighty faith, the Promise sees, — 
Yea, sees the battle won^ 
Laughs at impossibilities. 
And says, * // shall be done* 

Now we send you here a little nail, and we wish you 
at Nottingham to drive it home. The Election is com- 
ing on, and we wish you to get this Placard done in a 
very conspicuous manner, and get them posted in all 
parts of the Town, and the sooner the better. 

Proceed without delay, and don't be tardy. 
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[The words of the * Election Placard' are copied in 
the letter to C. Bradley, Junior, of August 25, p. 79.] 

Dear brothers, get two hundred of these done directly, 
and if the Nottingham Church cannot pay for them, we must 
do it somehow or other. Strike the iron whilst it is hot, 
and be not afraid, God is on our side ! Whom shall we 
fear? Glad are we for this Imprisonment, this very 
thing will work our deliverance and yours, and the happi- 
ness of our fellow-men. We are full of joy, because 
we know that our deliverance and complete emancipa- 
tion draweth nigh. Cheer up, be strong, when God 
seems to frown, it is then we are to be in good spirits, 
for the Crown must come by the Cross^ and we must 
go between the fire and the water to get to the lovely 
City. 

I am now going a voyage which was shown me 
twenty-five years ago in a dream, which you have 
heard me relate. The voyage will not be long, and the 
Heavenly Country is at the end^ both for you and me. 

I take you all along with me continually, not one 
of you do I forget I petition my Heavenly Father for 
you constantly, that you might be kept in Life, and I 
know that you who are faithful will be. 

Rejoice, rejoice that they have imprisoned us, it is 
the best thing that ever was done. 

I have not time just now to give Brother Pierce an 
explanation of those verses in Jer. xxxi., that he re- 
quires ; but he shall have it as soon as I can despatch 
some of the business now on hand. 

I shall write an Epistle particularly on the subject. 
[See Vol. XHI. pp. 110-191.] I am always heartily glad 

VOL. XV E 
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when any of our beloved Brethren will ask for explana- 
tions, for I feel a pleasure and delight in answering; 
it is one great part of my happiness. Yoo know I am 
open to investigation. Who am I afiraid of? The Lord 
dwelleth in Zion ! I am as free as the air, and as open 
as the day. I have gone behind no one's back in giving 
the meaning of Scripture, nor is there any wish to keep 
it in a comer. They who can do it better let them 
do it, and I will fall if they can knack nu down^ but 
they must do that first before I will fall ; and I know 
that all their gigantic power cannot do it, and this the 
EVENT will prove. 

Your kind letters give us great pleasure, because 
you are firm in your faith, and what has happened to 
us does not diminish it Get the ' Church Examiner,' 
there is an account of our case, also letter from C Bradley, 
Junior, in it, which will be very gratifying to you. Kind 
love to everyone. 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF TRUTH, 

The Lord is here. 

I need not acquaint you that Mr Smith is in Lon- 
don, as you have seen the Letter from there. 

I feel sorry that he did not get my letter before he 
left Scotland, as I could have wished him to come to 
Nottingham. 

I am glad to hear that Sister Simpson is coming 
to your Town to reside, and hope it will be for her 
good, and I have no doubt but it will. 

As soon as you get Part II. of the 'Standard of 
Zion,' please send them to Wm. Ward, London; they 
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must have fifty books of each part, one for each sub- 
scriber. Charge them only the bare cost, and they 
must make up the money amongst them. And the 
same with all the Churches according to the number 
you send to each; and let all the money you receive 
go to Mr Bradley till he is paid. I don't know whether 
the money Wm. Ward sent was a donation to me, or 
for the Books, he should distinguish it, and ought to 
be particular to mention what every sum is for. 

Shall thank you to send us the Letter for Wm. 
Severn; Brother James began to copy it but did not 
finish, and he wants to do it {See Vol. XIV., pp. 42-54.] 

Hope that some of the Nottingham Friends will visit 
us soon. How is Brother Geo. Liddell? Hope well, 
please give our love to him. 

Read the ' Isis ' of this last week, and the publication 
called the * Cosmopolite.' 

Please to expose all our printed works for sale, as 
much as you can. We herewith send you the letters 
we have from Birmingham, which you can return. 

[The great and decreed object of his bodily imprison- 
ment — besides testifying the blindness and opposition 
of the worldly spirits — was, that he should indite (under 
such conditions) the sublime Legacy of Freedom for the 
human race; thus — even in the outward sense — *By his 
stripes we are healed.' Witness Vols. L-V. and XHL] 
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TO R. CARLILE. 

County Gaol, Derby, August 14. 
Seventh Year of the coming of the Redumer of the World, 

Dear and respected Friend,— You will perhaps 
think that I have headed my letter strangely, but in it 
you will see the total denial of the false Christian system 
of Religion, by myself and my friend and companion Mr 
Twort, who is a believer in my Mission, and a faithful 
Soldier in the Cause, and who is principled by the truths 
and teachings brought forth through me ; we are now in 
the seventh year since the true knowledge of the Bible 
began to dawn in my mind. I will not trouble you with 
the account of what I passed through mentally, or what I 
had to endure by persecution of those who were once my 
friends, while I saw things as they did in Religion, whose 
friendship I had to lose when Understanding began to put 
forth her voice, and Wisdom cried aloud within me, which 
compelled me to appear on the stage of the world as a 
Public Character, to bear a faithful testimony against the 
delusions of what is called Christianity, and to oppose the 
Demagogues of the Christian faction. But I say this 
much by way of explaining the words with which my 
letter is headed 

Knowledge, sir, you know is power, so said Bacon, 
and so it is, and so it will be found in this ' time of refor- 
mation,' in this 'day of Judgment, and perdition of 
ungodly men.' The knowledge, the true knowledge of 
the Bible, the mysteries of it explored and opened to the 
world, will be found to be the first and grand step toward 
human Redemption. Yea, this is indeed the very 
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'Redeemer' himself, for through the vile interpretations 
given upon it by cunning and crafty Priests, we, both as 
religious and political beings, have been kept in Bondage. 
Priestcraft is the very prop and support of every other 
* craft ' that the human race are compelled (by power) to 
support; the Priest sways the sceptre in reality, he is at 
the head of the State, he pretends to keep the Keys of 
heaven, he can let in and shut out whom he pleases, he 
can excommunicate and consign over to hell torments 
any that dare to take his authority into question, or 
express a doubt of his doctrine, not an institution but a 
priest must be the sole manager and conductor of, for 
they have the Secrets of God locked up with them ! which 
by no means they will impart to the people, but (as Mr 
Taylor said, one evening at the Rotunda, respecting the 
Freemasons keeping their secret), *I commend them for 
keeping them, for they had none to impart!' — and the 
clergy I think have, both by their preaching and practice, 
amply proved that the knowledge of the Bible they never 
had. But the Bible itself declares that the knowledge of 
its mysteries should be given, but not to clergymen, but to 
quite another class of persons, who are in Scripture called 
the 'foolish things of the world.' While the Bible 
remained enveloped in mystery the knaves were snug 
enough in their nests, which at first were obtained by the 
sword, but the veil being now removing by the coming of 
light (that is, Jesus Christ, or Cris^ — the Sun of Righteous- 
ness), this is it that will produce a re-formation, and give 
Priestcraft and Religious delusion its deadly wound ; the 
light and knowledge of the Bible is the Axe that is now 
laid to the root of the corrupt tree, under whose ponderous 
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weight millions of our fellow-men groan being burdened, for 
Priestcraft is the very root of all the evils that men endure. 

Then, would we be instruments in the Redemption of 
our fellow-men, and of our own Redemption, let us attack 
it with all our might ; and let us take in our hand the very 
sword by which priests have cut their way to power (I 
mean the Bible), and by using it skilfully the same will 
be effectual in pulling down that power, and in ushering in 
the great year of Jubilee, or release for us all. This, sir, 
is the Standard unto which myself and my noble friend 
Mr Twort are come, and this is the Banner under which 
we will continue to fight until the Dogs have quite 
devoured the Jezebel. 

Certain we are of victory in this war, although we are 
now locked up in the Stone Jug here at Derby, cast into 
prison by the Devil, What, cast into prison by the 
Devil? Yes, sir, don't you read in the 2nd chapter of 
the Revelations (so called) and the loth verse, these words 
(and they stand for these very days), * Behold, the Devil 
shall cast some of you into prison.' Then, sir, what 
could we expect at the Court at Derby, when the judge 
was the Devil (viz., the Spirit that blinds), and the court 
held in the dark regions of his Satanic Majesty? We 
knew well that we should be imprisoned, and we would 
not shun it, and their act of imprisoning us will fully show 
their * Christian Justice * to the world, and by it they have 
helped to pull down their own building, and establish our 
cause more effectually. 

The Devil, sir, is the greatest (professed) 'saint' on 
earth, and this you would say, had you been at our trial 
and seen the copious shower of tears shed by the venerable 
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and learned Crocodile when he was about to pass sentence 
upon us, for the horrible crime of explaining the Bible aright, 
and of showing the absurd notions of priests upon it^ by 
which they have kept up their trade. O! how did the 
Judge weep ! because that, he said, we denied his blessed 
Saviour, who shed his precious blood for the sins of the 
world. Poor ignorant being, had he had any saviour he 
would have saved him from a conscience seared as with a 
hot iron, and from the barbarous and cruel disposition 
which he was now manifesting toward us, by the infliction 
of such a punishment as eighteen months imprisonment 
(for difference of opinion) in an inner ward in this gaol, 
and never to see a friend only once in three months, and 
then to look through iron bars like wild beasts. O, 
England, what a Land of liberty is yours I O, what 
Christian charity and mercy do your judges and your 
' Gospel ministers ' dispense abroad ! The Judge said that 
we were two of the most wicked men that ever appeared 
upon earth (Come, Mr C, this takes a little off your back, 
we exceed you), to say that there was never any Jesus 
Christ bom of a virgin woman, and that no man ever shed 
his blood for the redemption of the world, and that there 
was no heaven above the sky, nor any hell of fire and 
brimstone for the wicked to be punished in after death. 
These were crimes that could not be looked over, nor 
pardoned; so, to put a stop to our blasphemy, and to 
bring us to serious reflection, and to give us time to 
repent of our evil deeds, he would shut us up in the 
County Gaol of Derby for eighteen months ;— here was 
piety administered with tears! 

Now, the indictment against us was for bringing the 
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'Christian Religion' into contempt, and the Church of 
England ministers also, but the latter crime very little 
was said about, no, this was too tender a point to meddle 
much with in a public court at the present time, for every- 
one knew well that the clergy had brought themselves 
into contempt in the sight of every honest man. Some 
parts of our tracts and placards were read by a fellow in 
a wig and gown, and who sat under or beneath the Judge, 
that could not read, he made so many blunders in his 
reading and pronunciation that poor ignorant Shiloh 
would be ashamed of, and the Judge had to correct him 
several times, which set the whole Court smiling. When 
the placard in which we offer five hundred pounds reward 
for a * good bishop ' was read, the Judge said that nothing 
ought to be said against the bishops, and then he took 
the Bible, and read from it these words, but no more, viz., 
* he that desireth the office of a bishop, desireth a good 
work,' but the old deceiver would not read on, no, that 
would not do. The song composed about the fast days 
was also read, which caused much laughter, for though 
perhaps not poetry of the most sublime kind, yet God 
knows, and we know, it was true enough, perhaps you 
have it by you. [Reprint Vol. IX. pp. 325-327.] 

But, however, it was not what we had said against 
the clergy that was the worst crime, our crime at last 
was 'Blasphemy,' we must be punished for saying that 
there was no hell-fire and brimstone to torment men in to 
all eternity after death. If that should be allowed, said 
the Judge, and that there was no such punishment after 
death, men, when called to give evidence would swear 
anything, there is nothing to bind them to declare the 
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truth. Behold, dear sir, the baseness of this principle, 
this terrorem must be held out, and this horrible delusion 
believed^ to make men moral and virtuous ! 

The trial came on about twelve o'clock on the 4th instant. 
The indictment was read, and the Counsel for the Crown 
rose to address the Jury (and mind, these were all sticklers 
for * mother church *), his name is Clark, — and a * Christian ' 
be assured, but this you will perceive by the effusion of 
charity sent forth in his speech; — 'Gentlemen,* said he, 
* you have this day to give a verdict respecting two of the 
most horrible, wicked beings that ever lived, I wonder that 
the vengeance of God don't fall upon them ! They deny 
the Saviour of the world, and the blessed Virgin, and say 
there is neither hell nor heaven, and indeed it is my 
opinion that they do not believe that there is a God at 
all, but that they are two consummate villains that came 
to this town directly after the rioting here, with a view 
(they being such characters themselves) to incite the 
rabble to murder, rob, and plunder, and to overturn both 
Church and State; what else could be their object in coming 
here ? You must, gentlemen, find a verdict against them.' 
These are his very words. Three witnesses were then 
called, two of whom swore falsely, viz., the *Rev.' Mr 
Dean, and a man named Tomlinson, who (Tomlinson) 
swore that we were in a certain place making a speech 
and declaiming against the clergy, when we can declare 
that we did not come out that same day, but stayed at 
our lodgings, and the persons that kept the house could 
swear the same. Mr Hill, our counsel, certainly took the 
former one up very smartly on the illiberality of his speech, 
and reproved him for his injustice in making such assertions 
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without grounds, and several arguments be used upon 
liberality of opinion, and that no roan ought to be 
punished for opinion's sake. But toward the conclusion 
he stabbed us in a secret way, for our twenty pounds, 
which he demanded of us beforehand by the Attorney, 
Mr Paine of Nottingham. Ah I sir, it was all a farce, 
and a mock trial altogether, and we were condemned 
long before we went to Court. Last of all the ' homed ' 
Judge addressed the Jury, and did not fail to colour up 
our enormous crimes to the very height — and that with 
tears, which wrought such feelings of sympathy in the 
minds of the priest-ridden Jury, that their verdict was — 
'Guilty.' But I should tell you, that while the Jury 
were deliberating, I asked permission to speak, but was 
denied it by the Judge, and so the Devil (that Spirit 
of persecution) cast us into prison, according to the 
Scriptures as before-mentioned. We were hurried off 
very quickly after the passing of the just sentence of the 
Law^ and crammed in by our two selves, for there were 
strict orders that we were to be by ourselves — that we 
may not corrupt the minds of others ; we have a good 
large room and it is clean, but we are locked up in 
separate cells like felons at eight o'clock in the evening, 
and let out of our den at six in the morning, so we have 
ten hours to reflect and repent in secret The Governor 
of the prison is quite a humane gentleman, and treats us 
respectfully ; the magistrates have allowed us to find our 
own provisions, by way of an act of clemency toward 
us, but no friend is allowed to come in, but as I before- 
mentioned we have a yard to walk in, fifteen yards long 
and about eleven or twelve broad. 
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We sincerely thank the author of the * Isis ' of August 
the nth, for what appears in it respecting our case, and 
for the exertion made by yourself in getting up a petition 
on our behalf. The ' Isis ' was sent us by our noble and 
spirited friend Mr Bradley of Birmingham, who is now 
going on with more spirit than ever against priestcraft, in 
union with his son, and speaking publicly at our chapel 
in that town. Mr B., senior, was present at the trial and 
perhaps can give you a more accurate detailed account 
of it than I have in this letter, but I think that so far as I 
have stated I am correct — I remain, dear sir, yours very 
respectfully, JOHN Ward — or Zion. 

Mr Twort desires to be respectfully and cordially 
remembered to you. I have written you a long letter, I 
wish it was better written, but you will excuse faults I 
know, shall esteem a line from you at any time a favour. 

You are at liberty to publish this letter if you think 
well, should be glad to hear how Mr Robert Taylor is. 



Note (unsigned). — Last August Mr Hunt presented a 
Petition to get these men out of prison, Mr Hume sup- 
ported it. It was opposed by Messrs Percival and Denman, 
there were not forty members in the House that evening. 



[This letter is scored as an answer to the official lie of 
the Attorney-General in the House of Commons, as 
reported in the 'Morning Herald' and other papers of 
August i6; the writer having noticed that the Attorney- 
General in official explanations in the House of Commons 
has no regard for truth.— Richard Carlile.] 
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TO C. BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

County Gaol, Derby, August 25, Yior 7. 

Very dear Brother,— We received your kind 
letter, with the * Isis,' and the * Church Examiner,' — 
and cannot but be thankful for what appears in them all. 
Your letter to the Editor of the Examiner is strong 
and to the point, and we feel indebted to him for the 
manly way he writes of the Case. Our Imprisonment 
shows the Blackcoats out rarely, they have convicted 
themselves with a witness now. They had some pre- 
tence for excuse in the Case of Taylor and Carlile, 
but in ours they have none. 

Our hearts are rejoiced greatly to find that Zion 
has such faithful and warlike children, as your Father 
and yourself and several others at Birmingham. It is 
said that in the temporal Reform Birmingham gives 
the tone to the whole nation, and so they do in the 
Spiritual^ next to Zion, I am sure. 

Well Charles, Zion, it seems, has * no form or comeli- 
ness about him ' ; as the paper says, ' He is an offensive- 
looking person.' But surely if they look to the Scrip- 
tures, they will find that this is the very appearance 
that he (whom they call their * Saviour') was to have, 
for he had no form or comeliness about him, that 
should render him desirable. See Isa. liii. He must 
be a very * offensive-looking person.' What stupid beings 
to say this ! One would think they never read the Bible. 
How my squint eye troubles them ; but they don't know 
that I am the Roman Janus, that can see both ends of 
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the world at once. I have the advantc^e of some of 
them however, my outward form has the appearance 
of the old world, ue.y looking crossways, but the inward 
eye looks straight forward. But this they see not, for 
they judge only of outward things altogether, and 
no doubt I am * very oflFensive ' in their eyes, so I will 
not be offended with them for drawing this Portrait of 
me, it is just as it should be. 

And if they had wisdom they would see that I bear 
the form that I should bear. I am looking straight in 
their faces, and they don't know it, nor think that I 
am so cunning as to see and mark all their ways. 

I shall certainly be an offensive person to them as 
I go on. Yea, * a Rock of offence,' and a * Stumbling- 
stone/ for they ' shall stumble and be broken, fall back- 
ward, be ensnared and taken' — by the Word. 

And they will find *Dan' to be *an adder in the 
way, a serpent in the path, that biteth the Horse's heels, 
so that his Rider shall fall backward.' 

Since I last wrote you, the Magistrates have visited 
us, and given us (O hear the wonderful grace!) the 
liberty to have our Friends come into the prison to see 
us, one hour out of the whole week, that is, from twelve 
to one o'clock every Wednesday, and one of the Turn- 
keys or the Governor stands by, to hear all we say, 
in order to prevent improper communication. This is 
counted great indulgence. Well, you can see us at this 
rate, however. 

We very much approve of the Placards, and I have 
sent the One to Nottingham, with a little addition. 
Have told the Electors of Nottingham not to forget the 
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Den-man, on the day of Election, ijt.^ He who is the 
Chief Advocate for thrusting us into Dens, for daring 
to differ from the Church, and for declaring the good 
works of its Ministers. 

I ask the Electors if we, as Englishmen, are to be free, 
or are we to be persecuted for our religious opinions by the 
Whig Attorney-General, who by telling a gross untruth 
in the House, respecting us, tried to prevent the Petition 
(sent in by the Inhabitants of London) from being 
presented. 

I have a great deal of work in hand, and I have 
been very poorly in my health, and have not been able 
to get on much. I want to answer all letters, and I 
want to be writing on the Word. I have a thousand 
things passing through my mind at once. 

I am writing a little work entitled a * Cry from the 
County Gaol of Derby' {See Vol. XHL, pp. 9-24, so far 
as the MS. in possession goes], in which all the miracles 
mentioned in the New Testament will be examined, 
besides the cries of the injured under the oppressive 
laws, etc. The Grovemor of this Prison has just re- 
turned from the country. He told us yesterday that 
from all that he has heard since he has been out, he thinks 
we may calculate upon getting our liberty shortly. He 
is very civil to us. I must now conclude this, and I have 
not said half that I wish to say. Give our kind love 
to all the Friends, and yourself and family have ever 
the same. 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth 
The Lord is here! 
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ELECTION PLACARD. 

Electors of Derby, — Now is your time to be free. 
Now or never ; a wrong step now would be fatal. Is 
Reformation your object, both in Church and State? 
This you must have, or you cannot be free. 

Look well to the character of those who wish to 
represent you in the House. Are they thorough- 
principled Reformers? Have you proof that they are 
men hating covetousness, and setting their faces firmly 
against every species of oppression and violence? Will 
they pledge themselves to do away with the infamous 
and barbarous system of prosecuting and persecuting 
men for their opinions upon the Sacred Scriptures, let 
them be what they may? Are those who offer them- 
selves as Candidates friends to Priestcraft ? Be assured, 
if they are they are not Reformers. 

Send no religious bigots to the Parliament House, 
there is neither truth nor justice in them. 

Remember that Bigotry alone sentenced two honest 
Reformers — Ward and Twort — at last August Assizes 
to eighteen months Imprisonment in your County Gaol. 
Whatever their opinions on the Scriptures might be, 
these two men bore a faithful and honest testimony 
against oppression of every kind. And is this the First 
Year of Reform ? When the friends of justice, and the 
advocates of liberty and freedom, are shut up in a 
Prison, because they differ in opinion from the Church 
about the meaning of the Scriptures, and because they 
have courage enough to expose the hypocrisy and craft 
of covetous and tyrannical Ecclesiastics. 
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Electors of Derby, Purge the Aristocracy and Priest- 
hood from all oppressors and lovers of self. Bear in 
mind the infamous prosecution instituted by the Whig 
Attorney-General, Sir T. Denman. Remember that these 
two men are not imprisoned for Riot or Disturbance in 
your Town or Borough, but for their Religious Opinions. 

Be firm. Let us have Reformation and nothing short 
of it. Let those that would represent you, give good 
pledges that they will use all their interest and influ- 
ence to get these shameful, oppressive, unscriptural, and 
worse than Heathenish Laws abolished, and to get 
those who are now confined under these laws liberated. 



Dear Charles, this is rather long for a Placard, but 
I do not know how to make it shorter. Half enough 
is not said, considering the case, and the monstrous 
evil altogether. 



TO RALPH BRADLEY. 

Dear little Brother,— We read your dream, and 
think it very remarkable. That Blessed God who loves 
you gives you many tokens of it Give your heart and 
affections to Him, and He will bless you continually. 
Live in constant thankfulness for the blessings you already 
enjoy. And God has sent you His Word of Truth which 
shows that He is love. Delight yourself in Him, and 
shun all evil, and God will reward you by His Holy 
Spirit of light and love. 
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TO C BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

County Gaol, Derby, September 3, Year 7. 
The friends were allowed to come in last week, and 
we were surprised to find on last Wednesday when they 
came, that admittance was denied them. The Governor 
assured us that we were under a mistake, and that our 
Friends were let in during his absence in the country, 
entirely through misconception ; that the Visiting Magis- 
trates meant no such thing, only that we should be 
indulged by seeing our Friends once a weak instead of 
once in three months, but we must see them through iron 
bars. However, so positive were we that we understood 
the Magistrates correctly, that we could not be satisfied 
until to-day, when their Worships came to visit us again. 
I asked then, if I understood them aright that we were 
allowed by them to have our Friends into the Prison on 
a Wednesday. They said, O no, it was quite a mis- 
understanding of ours. Our friends must come no further 
than the gate, or lodge, and we must see them through the 
bars. I observed that I thought it very hard that for a 
whole eighteen months, we should be so imprisoned. 
They said that we had several indulgences that others had 
not, and they had several reasons why people are not 
allowed to enter the Prison ; the Cholera was in the 
neighbourhood, and they must be careful. James said 
he thanked God for that, and hoped that it would come 
on rapidly, and sweep all the Oppressors of the people 
away ; their time was come, and down they must go, etc 
The Gentlemen looked at him very expressively, but 

gradually moved towards the door that opens into our 
VOL. XV F 
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yard, but they scarcely made any answer to all that James 
said, and indeed he spoke loud enough for them to 
hear. 

However, it seems there is no going from the Rules of 
the Prison. Every Prison they say has its own laws for 
its government and regulation. 

Thus you see, dear Charles, the little pleasure that we 
fondly promised ourselves in seeing our Friends for an 
hour, to sit down with us in our Stone room, that little ray 
of comfort appears no more. But O what a happiness, so 
to be prepared as never to be surprised at anything, and 
never to be disappointed, always looking to meet the 
worst, for indeed ' this world ' has not in it that which can 
satisfy us, it is worn out, and the fashion of it is passing 
away, it has nothing to give us but vexation ; it is a briar 
and a thorn. 'In the world ye shall have tribulation' 
(saith the word), * but in me, peace.' This must be for a 
little while, until we have digged thoroughly through the 
wall. [Viz., the partition-wall that Priestcraft has built up 
between God and Man.] 

* Charity * (saith the Scripture) * endureth all things ' ; 
then if Charity endureth all things, it is evident that she 
must have all to endure. I mean that there must happen 
to her those things that will try her mettle. Is Charity 
come ? Yes : here She is, and the Child too. Then now, 
all ye infernal powers, I command you to attack her with 
all your might, afflict, distress, torment her, vex her in 
every way you can, besiege her round about, lay snares 
for her, watch her, gnash upon her with your teeth, seek 
to take away her life, destroy her earthly comforts, deprive 
her of the society of her friends, lock her up in a dungeon ; 
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use her as despitefully as you can, let all your bitterness 
out upon her, spare her not ; and yet you will find that 
She IS Charity— that * suffereth long, and is kind, that is 
not easily provoked, that seeketh not her own good ' only, 
but yours too after all that you have done to her. She is 
not puffed-up, but humbleth herself before her God, 
counting herself not worthy of the least of His mercies ; 
and she will bless them that curse her, knowing that she 
is hereunto called that she may inherit the blessing ; and 
she counts all your evil doings as the effect of ignorance 
[that THE Lord is here\ ; and she believes that I am 
the faithful God, and will yet show My power in her 
deliverance and her children's. And that I shall yet 
hush the storm into a calm, as I have promised. And so 
she 'endureth all things, hopeth all things, suffereth all 
things,' /(?r MY sake, and she shall not be disappointed. 
You see, dear Brother, the people who were looking some 
years ago for the Kingdom of God, through Joanna South- 
cott in particular, thought that when Charity and the child 
should appear — as the word said through Joanna — that 
all would be over immediately, and evil and trouble would 
pass away like a flash of lightning ; — but instead of that. 
Charity has all things to endure, she must be proved, she 
must be tried to the utmost, and to the end. She must 
carry her child in her arms through many a painful path, 
while, in the absence of her Husband, the staring multi- 
tude who know not of her marriage, treat her as a whore, 
and call her son base-born. She is despised, hated, and 
denied a shelter in the bosoms of the world, her only 
comfort is to look upon her child, her innocent babe, and 
shed a silent tear, knowing him to be lawfully begotten. 
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bom in wedlock, and that the Father will yet appear and 
wipe away her stain, and show that her child is no bastard. 
Well, Charles, the command is, 'Let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking 
nothing.' And as the command is so, does it not show to 
you, that there would be much to try that patience, that 
it would be put to the test 

But God, who is the God of patience, stands at the 
helm, causing ' all things to work together for good.' For 
Charity is the called according to the purpose of God. 
So 'put on Charity, for it is the bond of perfectness,' 
believing that God will fulfil in you all the good pleasure 
of His will, and the work of faith, with power. 

We feel greatly obliged to you dear and kind Mother, 
and the rest of the friends who have made us so comfort- 
able as to bedding. I think, when we are turned into our 
Dungeon at night, and lie down, — O my God, what am 
I, that I should be thus blessed with kind and loving 
friends ? 

Surely I have not merited these blessings of Thee. Yet 
thou makest my cup to run over. I praise Thee : I bless 
Thee ; for Thou hast not left off thy kindness to the living 
and to the dead. ' How is it that I have found grace in 
thy sight, seeing that I am but a stranger?' I was once 
destitute and an outcast, no one to pity nor care for me ; ' I 
looked for Comforters, but found none.' But now, unworthy 
as I am. Thou hast given me friends who care for me, and 
supply my wants. Thy goodness and thy faithfulness is 
wonderful ; but thou hast said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee I So it is not that we loved Him, but 
that He loved us. O then, unite with me to praise Him 
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who never swerves, nor ceases to love ; in whom there is 
no changeableness, variableness, nor shadow of turning. 
O come and stand with me upon our own solid rock ; 
here we stand, let the waves dash against it, they will only 
dash themselves to spray. But our Rock is God and He 
is love, and because He lives we live also. 

I much approve of what you suggest about writing to 
the Editor of the * Examiner,' I will do so, though I seem 
as if I would rather that you or your Father would 
do it, as I think you could do that better than me. 

I hardly think that Cobbett will notice our case, yet he 
might, and it may not be amiss to write to him ; but I fear 
that he is rather one of Beverley's sort, such as we are all 
Fanatics in their view, and whatever comes of us it serves 
us right. But I think I shall try him ; I have sent to Mr 
Carlile all the particulars. 

I have written a long letter^ to the Editor of the 
* Derby and Chesterfield Reporter,* and would have sent 
it you, but have not yet got a copy. I don't suppose that 
he will publish it all, and it ought to go out to the world. 
Everything of this kind, as you say, would keep the case 
before the public, and if the friends everywhere did see the 
importance of it, they would bestir themselves to do as 
you do, but they do not 

I wish, Charles, that you or your Father would write to 
the different places, and stir them up to fight for their 
King, till they get him fixed upon his throne ; I mean the 
Spirit of Truth and Justice, for we must fight for it, and 
at Birmingham you are doing your utmost 

I send this off as soon as I can, lest you should con- 

* Printed Part I. at Birmingham, Year 5a Reprint, Vol. XIII pp. 25-32. 
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template coining over, and be disappointed of admission 
to us. We should be glad if you would address a letter to 
the Secretary of State about our liberties; surely the 
Government will allow us to have our Friends to come and 
see us. 

However, if your letter will not induce them to redress 
our grievance in this respect, let it be published to the 
world by the ' Examiner ' or the ' Isis,' that their tyranny 
and cruelty may be made fully manifest 

If you have the Placards done we should like to have 
one of them. We have written a letter ' to Sir Thomas 
Denman, enclosing the last two Books. 

James and myself are very well in health, and unite 
in kind love, and in thankfulness for all your kindness. 
From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth, 
The Lord is here. 

We thank you very much for the * Sovereign weed.' 



TO MR GUEST OF BARNSLEY. 

Derby Gaol, September 6, Year 7. 

Dear and beloved Brother Guest,— We had the 
pleasure, when at Nottingham, of reading your excellent 
letter to our Brother Pierce, the language of which afforded 
us such pleasure as is not easily described, both James 
and myself. 

For what, think you, must be my feelings, when I see 
in my dear Children the travail of my soul ! I look back 
for a moment, and think of the pains I endured when 
travailing to bring forth THE Word ; when going through 

' Printed Part I. at Birmingham, Year 50. Reprint, Vol. XHI, p|>. 43*48. 
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the dark valley and region of death ; — but I remember, 
nor feel any more the anguish, for joy that a man, viz., 
The Spirit of Judgment^ is born into the world. 

Should you, dear Brother, become a father, how re- 
joiced will you be when you hear the little lisping tongue 
of your innocent inspired to speak to you, and you behold 
in him or her the dawnings of reason. And when you 
take pains to instruct him, and you perceive that he 
understands you, and receives your instructions, what 
inward joy will you feel. How will you bless and praise 
God, that your child has all its faculties and senses, and 
that they are brought into exercise. How much more 
then, must I feel to see in you and in many more— and 
in yourself very conspicuously — the Light of Life growing 
exceedingly. I may say, as the word saith, * Ye are my 
joy and crown of rejoicing in the Day of Christ! And I 
see that I have not run, nor laboured in vain. But my 
God has given me blessed children, as He said He 
would. 

I am very glad that you intend corresponding by letter 
with the Friends at Nottingham : I think it will be much 
to your mutual comfort, and be the means of strengthen- 
ing each other; and I hope you will persevere in so 
doing. I have not time just now to write much to you, 
though I should find great pleasure in doing so ; but at 
present I am much engaged in writing about the Cause 
in a public way. 

Our Friends at Birmingham and London are actively 
employed. They are getting up Petitions to present to 
the New Parliament, on our behalf. And at Birmingham 
Brother Bradley and his son Charles in particular are 
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doing all in their power to keep our case (the unjust 
prosecution against us) alive before the public mind. 
But all is well ! This prosecution will tend to the further- 
ance of the Cause. 

It will now unavoidably be mooted among the 'higher 
circles.' And the Bishops and many principal men have 
already received from Birmingham the last two Books 
printed — the First and Second parts of the ' Standard of 
Zion.' [Reprint, Vol. 11. pp. 79-276.] 

Yourself, and the rest of the dear friends at Bamsley, 
may rest assured that God is working for us, in His OWN 
way. It may seem at first a crooked way to natural 
thinking; but it will be found a straight path in the 
end. 

The Cause is getting more into notoriety by the 
proceedings against us, far more than it could have done 
without. So let no one be cast down at what has 
happened to James and myself. The Cause is God's 
and not of man's setting up. The Lord has chosen Zion^ 
and he will defend the City for His Name's sake; He 
will not leave his Name to be polluted among the heathen 
much longer, nor leave His friends under such d(^^da- 
tion. Let your hearts be comforted, for the time is come 
that the righteous (those who are set right in mind) must 
shine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, 
as the Scripture saith (Matt xiii. 43). 

I hope that Sister Guest is in health, and that by this 
time you have a little stranger come to town. We should 
be very glad of a line from you, to inform us all about it 
Is the Cholera prevalent in your parts ? It rages much in 
many parts of England, and it may yet shake some of 
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the Black-cloth in Derby, as it has in other places. At 
Bilston, near Birmingham, the Methodists have double 
prayer-meetings about it, day and night they keep it up ; 
one set meets at a private house and they pray for so 
long, then another set comes on, and so they keep watch 
and watch, like sailors. But there is neither voice nor 
hearing; God is as deaf as a stone to their prayers, and 
so He will be, and they will find that the Cholera, and 
many other things that are coming upon them, will be 
stronger than their prayers. They have mocked God 
with their forms, and now He mocks them, until they 
give up to His truth. 

They have had their way long enough ; it is time for 
God to have His way now. 

We have received a letter from Wm. Mathews of 
Glasgow in Scotland. Poor fellow ! he is struggling with 
great difficulties in that country. He tells us that they 
die there 80 and 100 a day. Thank God, I say, for all 
things ! Mathews is doing his best to set forth the Word 
of God through Zion. 

How is Mr Guest the schoolmaster? What will be 
say now that Zion and James are in limbo^ or, as the 
Dictionary calls it — the Prison. Don't he say that it is 
all up with us? Oh, poor man! let him know that the 
righteous fall to rise again, more glorions than ever! 
And if Mr Guest will not fall, he cannot rise — in the Divine 
Life. He rides upon a high horse, he will have a fall 
some day and break his neck, — God grant that it may ! 
for there is an Iron sinew (self-will) in it. I wish him 
nothing worse than what I say. He thinks he is a master, 
but he has not become a scholar yet ; but I hope he soon 
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will, and please to make our kind respects to him, and we 
wish him well (as above). 

I must now conclude with best wishes for your spiritual 
and temporal good. 
ZioN, THE Pillar and Ground of the Truth. 

I must just observe that all our friends must be aware 
that our means are now very scant, on account of such 
heavy law expenses connected with the Trial. I trust 
that the friends are not altogether unmindful of our 
situation, and our wives and families have to be provided 
for. Now, as it respects ourselves we are quite contented. 
Only I would suggest a plan, that the burden may not 
lie upon a liberal individual or two, which might make it 
easy for all. 

If all the friends at each place would faithfully and 
unremittingly subscribe id. per week each, and some who 
can afford would add a little more, — I believe that there 
would be enough for every purpose. Let it be taken into 
your consideration, and if acted upon, one will not then be 
burdened so much — while others who profess an equal 
interest in the Cause of God, show so little concern for 
the temporal wants. I do not wish to say much about 
the subject; for some deserve our esteem and gratitude 
for their liberality in the Cause, and kindness to us ; and 
those have done great things for the general good — and 
all reap the advantage in common. 

We hope that our dear friends will act together in 
the way I point out, and I think that each would feel a 
pleasure in so doing. The Books now printed have cost 
"" ither Bradley more than £^o. There have been 2000 
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of each part of the ' Standard of Zion/ and 2000 of the 
Creed done, — and not £\o has, as yet, come in from all 
quarters towards it. 



A CIRCULAR TO THE BELIEVERS. 

{Addressed to the Believers in the Kingdom of Godyfrom 
Derby County Gaol^ September 11, Year 7.) 

Dear and beloved Brethren,— The circumstances 
into which we are all thrown at the present time by the 
malice of our enemies, are no doubt very trying unto you 
all ; but call to your remembrance the Word of God, at 
this time, and stay yourselves thereon, that ye ' faint not 
at any tribulations' which ^x^ your glory ^ because in these 
things that happen unto me ye see the Scriptures fulfilling. 
And for this cause I bow my head before the Father of 
my Lord, of whom the whole family in heaven and in 
earth are namedj that He would grant unto you according 
to his riches in glory, to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man ; that you might be able to 
pass through this present trial in a way that God shall be 
honoured thereby, who has called you by means of the 
Word to the fellowship of His Son ; and also with joy unto 
yourselves, that at the last, when you see those who now 
trouble us conquered and laid low, you may be able to look 
back and reflect that by the Grace of God you stood as 
valiant soldiers in the fight, and fled not from your 
Standard, but stood amid every discouragement, believing 
in the faithfulness of Him that had promised you the 
victory, and to all who should enlist under His banner^ 
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whose promise could not fail. With such a testimony in 
your bosoms, Brethren, you will have an abundant entrance 
into the Kingdom and Glory of God ; whereas, on the 
other hand, should any of you leave your own hearts to 
upbraid you that you have flinched from your post in the 
time of trial, when your services were most needed, and 
in the time when you should be most courageous, it 
would strike a damp to your joys, and you would not have 
that abundant entrance into Life as those will who have 
' quitted themselves like men ' in the time of the warfare. 
At the same time that I thus write, I am not doubtful of 
any of you, but we watch for your souls as those that must 
give account {pf^ living^\ and it is my duty as the one called 
to go before you — the Angel appointed for this purpose — 
to warn you to be bold and courageous, for the battle is 
not yours, but the Lord's, who worketh in you to will and 
to do his good pleasure ; he will ^ghiforyou^ it is only for 
you to labour to know that the Son of God is conUy and 
that from him you have an ' understanding to know him 
that is true, and that you are in him that is true, even 
Jesus Christ, the true God and eternal life.' If ye be well 
grounded in this knowledge you will be able to pass through 
all fires unhurt^ and you will be more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved you. 

Now, beloved Brethren, the whole of Zion's writ- 
ings up to the present time, are written and are intended 
to show and to prove to you clearly from the Scriptures 
of truth, how the Son of God is come, viz., as a Bride- 
groom to the soul of man ; taking the human soul as his 
bride, and thus the * Marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready ' (Rev. xix. 7) ; i>., the 
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soul of the creature Zion — who was appointed for the 
immediate and particular purpose — became obedient to 
the Heavenly calling (this was the readiness)^ the soul 
being purified by faith that works by love, and purifies 
the heart from the foul blot or stain, which is called the 
Devil or powers of darkness, fulfilling what is written 
(Matt. XXV. lo), * And they that were ready went in with 
him unto the marriage ; and the door was shut,' — />., the 
evil one with all his host, is for ever shut out of Zion, they 
can no more enter Heaven. 

The midnight hour has brought the full reward, as the 
word by Joanna saith; but you see Brethren, that the 
' midnight ' of the eternal darkness and death must come 
upon the soul before the exceeding great reward (which is 
ih^ promise * Christ') could come ; but the word by Joanna 
says again, in allusion to this : — 

' A tedious night shall a bright morning have. 
And then my soul shall take her old abode, 
And clothed in flesh I shall behold my God.' 

And so it is, for Zion now after the ' tedious night,' beholds 
her God clothed in flesh ; — the Queen * beholds the King 
in his beauty and sees the land that was very far off.' 

And what is this for? Why has the Lord thus 
taken upon him human nature in one at the first ? We 
answer, for a sure and certain token and sign unto you 
all, that you shall be likewise dealt with, for I am a sign 
and representative of all. The Spirit of Truth must come 
to one first, as a shadow for all, and as it is to him so 
it must be to all, as the due time comes round. 

It is said also in J. S.'s Prophecies : — 
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' The Holy Ghost alike shall come, 

Though Pomeroy I did name 
To be the man where I should come ; 

But shall I leave the rest ? 
Mark deep the visions now of John, 

Then every man is blest 
So now begin to wear your Crowns, 

Like stars begin to shine : 
Have I a shadow placed in amef 

Then every one is Mine.' 

Then you may see how necessary it is for you to 
have the Word of the Truth come abroad unto you, 
which clears up the mystery of Christ, and proves his 
nativity in the true * City of David,' ' Bethlehem,' or 
' Mount Zion.' 

And now, Brethren, the Word has been published for 
you through g^eat straitness, and I must inform you that 
I am indebted to our Brother Bradley for the last Book — 
' The Standard of Zion,' I therefore earnestly request of 
every believer in the Cause to purchase the Book that 
I may be able to pay Brother Bradley for it, and that 
my mind might be freed from that burden ; not that 
Brother Bradley troubles me in any way or hurries me 
about it, but he has been very liberal in the Cause, and 
has done all he could for the good of all. The expenses 
of the trial have been very great, the major part of which 
has been borne by him, and I feel that so much should 
fall to his lot, and I trust to your liberality to enable me 
to pay him, which I can do if the friends will purchase the 
Books. 

Beloved Friends, I have not made such an ui^nt 
appeal to you before on any occasion ; I have coveted no 
man's wealth, I have made no demand of you. 
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Knowing my call to this glorious Work, I leave 
all in the hands of my Grod, being assured that He in 
His Providence would produce means to carry on His 
Own CausCy and so it has been hitherto and will be till 
the Work is accomplished (consummated) to our eternal 
happiness. 

Yet it is the will of God, that the greatest and most 
important and most glorious Work that ever was done on 
the earth, must be begun and carried on and raised up by 
a poor and despised and unknown people ; which will by- 
and-by shame the * great ones ! ' ' Ye see your calling, 
Brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not may noble are called,' /.^., God doth not 
call persons of this description at the first, to do His 
Work, to raise up His Kingdom by, lest * flesh ' should 
glory before Him, and say, ' It was my riches, or my 
wisdom or learning did it; and my respectability con- 
tributed considerably toward raising it up.' [How 
true is this of the worldly spirits, let them but search 
their hearts and motives, and find the echo there, indeed 
the exact counterpart, manifest in all the 'religious' 
doings and clerical dominations of this day. But 
there is no reproach to them now — for ignorance^ only 
pride must be abased. — C. B. H.] 

No, no, this shall not be ! they may come in at the 
last and welcome; but it is the 'base,' the 'vile,' the 
'poor,' and those that are despised by the 'wise' and 
' noble,' and counted fanatics because they reverence God, 
and believe that he doth visit man by His Spirit, and that 
He doth reveal Himself to man. These are they whom 
the All-wise doth honour with the care of His Truth, 
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and entrusts with the great work of raising up His 
Kingdom. 

I need not say an/thing more to you on this subject ; 
you now see exactly how the Case stands, and I leave it 
with you, as you are aware of our present situation, that 
myself and Brother James are in Prison, and I am sure 
you are concerned for us. 

I would suggest a plan that would make all things easy 
and comfortable for the whole, as it hurts us to see two or 
three liberal friends bearing the whole weight. If every- 
one of the Friends would regularly subscribe only one 
penny each per week, and not miss the payment of it, I 
think it would supply our wants while we are in here, and 
no one would feel it. This I suggest for your own comfort 
and convenience, and I leave this also with you, while you 
have our grateful acknowledgments as the Servants of 
God and as creatures, for your kindness to us on all 
occasions, in which you have manifested your love toward 
God, and us. 

From ZlON,THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF TIFE TRUTH, 

The Lord is here. 
Fare ye well! 

[Even the Messiah himself had to suffer, in the world, 
from the want of combination among his people, — a pro- 
duct of the long reign of self-interest and divided purpose 
during the 'night* which he came to end^ and introduce 
the Heavenly powers or principles among mankind, which 
should ' purge out the old leaven,' and establish one mind, 
will and purpose in the heart renewed by knowledge. 
How often is the 'material good' and natural 'philan- 
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thropic ' works in the ^/ze^an/ world, hindered and thwarted 
from this very cause — the old principle of * getting and 
keeping ' ; and this exists as a type of the utter inefficacy 
of the 'Christian' profession to bring about union and 
brotherhood ; and Zion had to remove this * clinging to 
the earth ' in his believers, bit by bit till wholly consumed 
by the Fire of Love.— C. B. H.] 



A FRAGMENT. 
( Termination of a letter — date unknown) 

. . . Then who can take me out of his love ? I answer, 

None! — for I now rest in His love, and shall ever rest in 

his love so long as eternal ages roll. Then how can I 

but praise God who hath delivered me from all evil, wrong 

judgment and guilt, and giveth me Eternal Life? Vain 

is it then for those who profess * Christianity,' to tell me 

that in anything I do I am doing wrong, for God hath 

freed me from all sin, and what you see to be sin in me, 

behold God seeth to be no sin ; and what He sees you 

see not, and what you see He sees not, neither will He 

lay your chaises against me. For your charges against 

those that put their trust in Him, reach just as high as 

your sprayers* ascend before God. For those that trust 

in Him give up their wrong judgment, and receive the 

judgment and knowledge of God, — as He is giving it to 

him in whom He has rested, even Zion ; for in him is the 

* Spirit of Truth * ; but he looks very mean in the eyes of 

the ' great' But ah ! this is he of whom the Scriptures 

speak I . . . [Note p. 98.] 

VOL. XV G 
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[This is palpably from one of Zion's later declarations ; 
and though but a portion, what vast and unimagined know- 
ledge is taught (in conjunction with the foregoing;; for 
He — the 'Bright Angel of God's presence' must be mani- 
fested to our senses through the mind and voice of his 
chosen humanity (who represents the whole race) taken 
into this spiritual wedlock, as a mark for all (of his kind) 
who will follow his steps ; and then the Glorious Name or 
Power of the Almighty is added to our creaturely being, 
in conscious possession of Life and Love for evermore. 
Such a disclosure and actual experience of unutterable 
Grace to our mean nature, must shatter all self-righteous- 
ness and importance in man, who — while seeing his 
insignificance in the grand universal system, may find 
he has a part in the Eternity of Nature, Who decreed all 
visible things to symbolise the invisible empire of the 
soul, brought dawn to our comprehension and standard by 
His best beloved one. — C. B. H. March 12, Year 65.] 



Dbrby Gaol, Siptimbtr 10, Yiwr 7. 

My very dear Sister Witton,— At last I take 
up my pen to address you, for I know the honesty and 
uprightness of your heart towards God, and the sincerity 
of your love. Last night I went to my cell (seven o'clock 
in the evening) with my mind greatly oppressed with grief; 
and I considered myself as a poor woman with a family 
of children around her, and her husband gone a long 
journey, whom she expects every day to return with the 
stores of comforts and blessings that he said he would 
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bring with him, to deliver herself and children from want, 
and set them above the frowns of the world. The Mother 
knows assuredly the faithfulness, love and integrity of her 
husband, both to herself and the children she has had by 
him, and knows that he will return as he said, but the day 
and hour she cannot tell. Meanwhile, the children being 
rather ragged in their apparel, and wanting of many 
things, and being promised a comfortable and happy 
estate unto which they are * heirs ' / they, not seeing fully 
come yet what the Mother has promised them, and being 
by their neighbours sometimes called ' bastards,' and told 
that their * Father ' will never return, and that he has no 
love for their Mother or for them ; the poor dear children's 
minds are affected, and they look up to the Mother saying, 
' Mother, when will Father come home ? such an one 
said that Father doesn't love either you or us, and that 
we were only deceiving ourselves, and that he never would 
come ! ' 

The Mother, whose heart is overwhelmed with grief at 
the poverty-struck appearance of her children, and that 
they should be still subject through their 'degraded' 
appearance to the frowns and taunts and snubs of the ' un- 
hallowed ' multitude, speaks a few words of comfort to 
them, assuring them that their Father will come as he 
promised her^ and that he will end all their woes and 
hers too, notwithstanding what the ' mockers ' said ; thus 
she stills the complaints of her children a little, and 
they rely on her word^ and are hushed to rest 
And she retires to her room, and in solitude makes 
her moan^ and now that she is out of the view of her 
children, gives free vent to those tears which, all the time 
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she was speaking to her children, kept swelling in her 
eyes. She calls to mind the days that are past; she 
brings to her recollection the courtship of her beloved 
husband, the vows he made her of fidelity and constancy, 
and how all those vows he did perform to her as he said ; 
not one thing failed of all that he promised ; she calls to 
mind the nuptials, and all that transpired she well con- 
siders, the love embraces, the fond caresses. She hears in 
her imagination his manly voice, the sound of which was 
more musical and had more charms in it, than all the 
vocal harmony of the Italian band ; and tears run down 
her cheeks in silent but copious showers. And will he 
forsake me ? O no I that can never be ; I have had too 
m^ny proofs of his love, — not a promise that he has made 
me hitherto but he has kept and fulfilled to me ; and he 
will not now fail. O no : he will come home, he will^ and 
prove that / am his lawful wife and that my children are 
legitimate, for his features will be seen in them ; and thus 
shall my troubles and theirs end ! ^ 

This, dear Sister, is a kind of picture of the feelings of 
my mind last evening as I retired to rest, and reflecting on 
you all ; I lay me down and called over all the proofs that 
my God had given me of his eternal love, — ^how He called 
me, and what he had done in me; I brought forth afresh 
the * Staff, the signet, and the bracelets,' that my Lord 



^ And never was a sweeter simile, or more significant parallel drawn, 
while demonstrating the exactitude of the tj^pes in naturt to represent the 
spiritual, and thus clearly defining the relations subsisting between Zion and 
the Invisible God, and the condition, circumstances and position of the 
Believers at the first of Messiah's reign. To the feminine mind in par- 
ticular, thb lesson will be irresistibly inculcated, and will carry conviction 
(be]rond cavil or doubt) that none but the Spiritual IV^man could so adopt 
and adapt the figurative purpose of their being. — C B. H. 
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gave me when he companied with me {see Gen. xxxviii. 
25, 26) ; and they are acknowledged to bi his ; and I 
spent the night in that solid peace that pen cannot 
describe, nor heart conceive, but those alone can ex- 
perience that have reached the heart of God, and found 
their * Sabbath ' there. 

Three parts of the night I passed in silent praises and 
thanksgivings, knowing that my God would never leave 
me, and that the ' Crown ' which once he showed me and 
put upon my head, and bid me wear it and call it mine, 
was laid up for me, and not for me only, but for ' all them 
that love his appearing^ (2 Tim. iv. 8). I then went 
to sleep, and in the morning arose, and as soon as I could 
got to writing; — about half-past ten o'clock, as I sat 
writing, a loud knock, as if struck by a hammer, came upon 
the table close by my breast, as I leaned forward writing, 
at which I was much surprised, and called James instantly 
and told him of it. But I should tell you first, that in the 
night I resigned myself wholly into the hands of God, 
and was content — only for sake of my friends — now to 
end my life in this prison, and never to see the face of the 
world again, if it was the will of God. I left the world 
behind and bade adieu to all things here, and said, I now 
will live in God more than ever, who is my exceeding 
great reward, who is my life, my joy, my peace, my Rock, 
my love, my all, and everything that is dear ! These were 
some of my feelings prior to my falling asleep ; being 
overwhelmed with grief that I am by the unbelieving 
spirits^ looked upon as one that mocked ; yet knowing in 
myself iki^ power of the God of truth, and that He has sent 
me with the Message that I have brought. The knock on 
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the table reminded me of the knock that Joanna had upon 
the table as she was writing, and I took up her book 
where it is mentioned ('Sound an Alarm in My Holy 
Mountain'), and read pp. 12 to 17 and 29. And mark 
also pp. 14 and 16. 

Now, dear Sister, I well know that I am now on my 
spiritual voyage, and here is the promise, — for the words 
were written for me and my friends at this time; for 
though all things had their fulfilment in me, yet that is 
but the shadow of how all things will be gloriously 
fulfilled to all the Believers. I do not pretend to say 
what caused the knock or noise of a hammer upon the 
table ; but certain it is that it was as loud as if actually 
struck, and it led me to read as I tell you. Let your 
hearts be cheered, all of you ; I know the happiness that 
that God will give you, and I am willing to suffer a 
thousand deaths if God does not fulfil His Word to 
the utmost latitude of it Be patient, and wait His 
leisure^ and read the icx>th Psalm, and ' be still 1 ' 
God is working for us, and we shall all abundantly 
rejoice in His salvation, in which I trust you do now 
greatly rejoice, seeing how He has fulfilled His Word 
in ZioUy and that ' the Breastplate ' goes before you ; 
you have nothing now iofear. It must be a great source 
of joy to the believing mind to know that * the curse ' is 
gone by, and that the beloved I^rd is now showing 
Himself through the lattice of His humanity, — that He 
is come in spirit, of which there are such incontro- 
vertible proofs in the Word given, for sure 'never man 
spake like this man.' Who could know the depth and 
secret of the Word but He that suffered? Surely He 
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must be the Judge, as the word by J. S. saith, 'Man 
was the head, he so was made, and so he must go 
on. So Pomeroy here he may appear, and let him 
Royal stand/ 

The beginning, Sister, has found the end, fulfilling 
that grand figure of the 'heathens' who represented 
God as a serpent with his tail in his mouth, which 
then formed a ring. The Head represented the Divine 
nature, the tail the human, and as the tail entered 
into the mouth, it shows how the union of God and 
man brought the Marriage-ring — the manifestation of 
everlasting love to our nature} And now this being 
come, what have you all to expect, but presently to 
enter into the fulness of that Covenant — 'For Brides 
alike I'll make you all!' saith the word by J. S. 

I hope that Brother B. will remember my dream 
about a Giant being in his garret or attic; I trust he 
is gone by this time, for such are * troublesome customers,' 
as we say. 

Brother James unites with me in kind love to you; 
some of Og's young ones visit him at times, but they 
are dying very fast with the 'Cholera Morbus.' {See 
Letter to C. B., junior, of October 11, Reprint Vol. XIII. 
pp. 238-254). We are very happy together, and rejoicing 

^ What a joy to know that we are included in this blissful union of 
perfection^ after all the imperfections, limitations, uncertainties, and transient 
pleasures of the earthly existence ! — that there is no possibility of falling or 
cursing, for that was used only to kill unbelief 'm the chosen one, that he or 
she might receive his (or her) lawful mate — Divine Wisdom, and thus the 
knowledge of all things be begotten and come forth to our view below, as 
the love-light beams upon us through the window or soul of Zion— the 
' looking-glass ' for all humanity, and the mirror of the perfection of God, 
whose wondrous love now encircles human nature in endless embrace. — 
C.B. H. 
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in the future prospect, when all our enemies and yours 
will 'be found liars unto us.' 

From ZiON, THE PiLLAR AND GROUND OF THE 

Truth. 

{Lines from J. S. referred to.) 

' So let thy pondering thoughts be o'er ; 
How oft like Peter thou dost fear, 

Though thou hast launched into the deep ; ^^ ^ w^ *^ ^ 
Yet boisterous waves oft make thee sink. {^^SjJ* ^ 
But I shall bring thee safe on shorc,{*'*» "^i;^^"^ **' 
To meet thy friends with joy again, i^^^ ^^^^IjSJr^ *^ 

For aU Xojud^ it in the end.' ^^'^ knowtedgejirf perfect joy and 



Dbkbt Gaol» September 29, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— Yours of the 27th was 
received yesterday, and in answer to your inquiry 
respecting whether to charge for the Books that are 
given away, do not charge for them, but let each Church 
send an account when they have disposed of them, how 
many they sent out, and to whom. 

I feel much obliged by your sending the Circular 
and the Epistle with it Your plan is very good. 

[The succeeding paragraph is printed Vol. XIII., 
p. no, as an Introduction to the Epistle on Jer. xxxi. 
The letter resumes as follows: — ] 

I thank you most sincerely for all the pains you take 
in the Cause; am glad you have sent the Books to 
Glasgow. 

Should be very glad to see you at Derby, but do not 
put yourself out of the way. It is grievous to look and 
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speak through iron bars. I know your mind and heart 
toward me and the Cause, and am satisfied. 

Please to accept my kind love, and to Sister Pierce 
and family, and Ann, and George ; also to Sister 
Simpson and Margaret I hope Margaret is attentive 
to her duty, and feels her obligation to Sister S. 

How is Sister Holbrook? Hope in better health. 
Brother and Sister Kirk and all the family? 

Please not to send any money here. I want all to go 
to Birmingham at the present, and should like to send 
Brother Bradley not less than ;f 10, when it accumulates 
to that sum. 

Our love to Sister Elliot and family, and the same 
to Sister Farrand, and Miss F. and Mary. 

From ZiON, THE City of Truth. 



Dbrby Gaol, October 28, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— In my last I forgot to 
answer you respecting having a small circular printed 
to be sent with the Books, for which neglect I hope 
you will pardon me, as it happened through having 
much to think of, / mean in pondering on the WORD, 
for it seems to occupy all my thoughts and concern 
to bring forth the Word of Life that you all may be 
edified. Therefore if at any time I should make 
a blunder about outward things, you I know will 
excuse me. 

I think it very needful that there should be a 
circular, and the one you have formed is very good, 
and I should be glad for it to be done. We are very 



io6 ZlOirS WORKS 

pleased that Brother Bradley has had so much money on 
the printing account; it makes my mind easy on that 
business. 

Mr Paine the Attorney called on us yesterday, and 
told us that Mr Hill would move for a New Trial if 
we wished it James and I have consulted together 
about it, and we have come to this conclusion and 
determination, not to have any further Trial unless 
they could ensure success, and that they cannot do, 
therefore there shall be no more money spent in law. 

I told Mr Paine that if there was to be a new Trial, 
I would plead the Cause myself, this was all that was 
said about it But we have been thinking that Mr 
Paine might understand that we have commissioned 
him to bring the subject before Mr Hill, but this was 
not our intention. We consider Mr Hill to have behaved 
treacherously to us, and we would hardly trust him 
again. We shall be glad if you will see Mr Paine and 
inform him of our decision, having deliberated on the 
matter. 

Both Mr Hill and Mr Paine are well convinced that 
justice was not done us; and Mr Hill ought to have 
the case called on again in a Public Court for his own 
credit's sake, which he certainly lost in the mind of 
every discerning person ; I mean, in particular, his quit- 
ting the Court at the time when he could have moved 
for Judgment to be deferred, and so have rescued us 
from the cruel sentence of that hard-hearted Judge Park. 
This was a discredit to Mr Hill, but no doubt the 
Judge and he had consulted together. Another Trial 
would be attended with much expense, and perhaps 
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be unavailing, and I do not think that it should be 
done, if our kind Friends were even willing and able. 
To give publicity to the Cause, would be the principal 
and only inducement 

Have you heard that Sir T. Denman is putting-up 
for Nottingham. Mr Paine assures us of it. If so, we 
will consider about the Placards, but please let it be 
till I write you again. 

We are very sorry to hear that our Sister Wright 
is such a sufferer, but she possesses a strong mind, and 
we trust she is fixed in her faith, or rather in the faith 
of God's Elect, for this is the Balm for every wound. 
We hope to hear of her recovery, please give our kind 
love to her both from Zion and James. 

I understand that our Brother G. Liddell feels hurt 
about what I have said in my letter to you, of Mr 
Smith, but I should be glad if you would tell Brother 
George, that it was with reluctance that I said so much. 
But let Mr Smith's conduct in London be reviewed, and 
then ask if I said what I did without cause. When 
he came to London and went to the Chapel, he carried 
himself altogether as a stranger towards the Friends, 
and when they asked him to preach, he refused to be 
counted one of them, or to acknowledge me in the 
way God has called me; and said that he could not 
appear as a public character because he was dependent 
upon friends or relatives, and they must therefore excuse 
him from preaching for them. Yet he has hired the 
Chapel for evenings once or twice in a week for his 
own purposes, quite independent of us. But ours is 
a persecuted doctrine and cause; and what can I say 
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of Mr Smith's conduct in this respect? but if he is 
ashamed of me, I am quite as independent 

All the Friends at Nottingham can witness for me, 
how much I wished for Mr Smith's welfare, and how 
concerned I was about him and approved him, — though 
in my heart, I have thought that he did not possess 
altogether that humble spirit which I could wish. Yet 
he has a good deal of truth in speech^ and would be 
truly useful would he make use of his talents according 
to God's ordinance ; but if he is ashamed of Poor Shiloh 
and of his simplicity, he may depend upon it that Shiloh 
is at home. I need say no more. 

I set no value upon the talent or abilities of any 
man, however splendid they may appear, unless he walks 
in lave. Love is 'more excellent' than shining talents, 
they are but a meteor that makes a great blaze for a 
while, but will vanish in air. I wish not to stop Mr S. 
in his progress, but if he is ashamed to acknowledge 
the servant of God, who went ' through fire and through 
water' to obtain the noble pearl (DiviNlTV), I am 
ashamed of him ; and he will find that the end of such 
conduct will not be blessed. 

There is a great deception in human 'learning,' 
those that have it are deceived by it, and those that 
hear it likewise. But could human learning find out 
the depth of God's Word? No; with all its power, 
and all its glare! Yet should the Truth be embraced 
in love and humility, where shining natural talent is, 
then such can more largely set forth the Word to the 
honour of God. It is the will of God that all believers 
join the STANDARD, and, with respect to the meaning 
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of the Word, receive the Truth therefrom. But for a 
man to pick up a few truths, and go and trifle with 
them, and add to them a heap of human skill to make 
them go down well with the worldly spirits, such a 
spirit is not right as yet. What would be the conse- 
quence if different factions are made, and the people 
refuse to be subject to one Head — I mean the Spirit 
of Truth! — why, confusion must ensue. I am glad if 
Mr Smith, or any, preach the Doctrine of Zion, but it 
will be a mixed 'mess of pottage' if they do not see 
how the Word is fulfilled in God's appointed vessel. 
Does not the Scripture say, that if a man understood 
all mysteries, yet if he has not charity, he is ' as sound- 
ing brass, and as a tinkling cymbal'; and this Scrip- 
ture teaches us that a man may possess varied and 
great knowledge, and yet be destitute of Divine Love 
and humble Wisdom ; for Wisdom — true Wisdom is a 
humble and a loving Spirit, and it honours those that 
are called of God, according to His purpose. 

[The 'great deception* the world is under in its self- 
worship and esteem, through pride of intellect and the 
capacities of 'natural' talent with which some in- 
dividuals are endowed, is fairly revealed now by the 
condescension of Grod — in whom is no pride, nor 
practice of human arts, or need of aid from man's ' learn- 
ing' — in stooping to our low degree, and dwelling with 
our very nature. Wisdom from Him is therefore 
humble because it is Love — unfettered and uncon- 
ditional — and those who have hearts to love this LovE, 
will surely be humbled to receive its eternal blessings. 
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And the 'shame' to man is in rejecting the Fair Gift 
of God in Her humble guise^ and striving to exalt 
himself in his own wisdom, which — when applied to 
the Word of God — is without honour, and becomes 
spiritual Sodomy. — C. B. H.] 

See the Reverend Robert Taylor what knowledge 
of mysteries he has, but what is it all? He has no 
understanding of the ' mystery of Godliness/ and of how 
God becomes ' man ' in the human soul. I am not com- 
paring Mr Smith to Mr Taylor either. I hope that 
his knowledge is nearer what is good and lasting than 
what Mr Taylor has; and I will still hope for Mr 
Smith that he may not run into Deism or perhaps into 
Atheism; I wish he may shun these errors. I know 
that Brother George has a great regard for Mr Smith, 
and I like him for that, and I believe that he has also 
a regard for me; but let him not be offended with me 
without just cause, for if Mr Smith shuns his Brethren 
in the Faith, and refuses to partake of their lot, he is 
greatly erring from the straight path Here please to 
read the history of Joanna's Mother's Brother, you will 
find it in the * Strange Effects of Faith.' See how, by 
the Captain's rashness, the Ship and all hands were 
lost but one ; and although this, in the first place, alludes 
to Zion, yet it contains admonitions for the people now 
in the Cause of Truth. [This is introduced and eluci- 
dated in the Epistle of November, mentioned next page. 
See first work in Vol. I. pp. 8-10.] 

Please give my love to Brother Liddell, and read this 
letter to him. 
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I am writing another Epistle, upon Rom. xi. 7-13 
(To J. Brentnall, Chesterfield), which will be sent to 
you. I perceive that my confinement will be for the 
good of all, certainly it must, is it not among the ^all 
things'? 

You shall have a copy of the letter to Mr Percival, 
as soon as I get his answer. I expect that Mr Percival 
will show my letter to his Minister, to have his judg- 
ment upon it, but that is an unwise step to take. But 
this is the way with people of the world, they run to 
their * Minister,* as if there were no God who has power 
to guide them into truth. 

But if Mr Percival will judge for himself, he will do 
well. I have written to him in a very plain style, clear 
and easy to be understood by the mind that is in search 
of Divine love and truth only. 

Before I conclude I have just one thing more to say 
with respect to the ' Reverend' Mr Smith, which will give 
you some idea of the principle upon which he is pro- 
ceeding. When he applied to our Friends in London 
for the use of the Chapel to commence his lectures, my 
Brother William asked him upon what he intended to 
lecture. He replied, ' Upon religion and various topics : 
religion in particular.' And he added, ' I shall take care 
not to say anything against your doctrine, but shall 
rather favour it' Now, Brother Pierce, what is your 
judgment of such a spirit Can I consider him as being 
with me? Or that his object is the honour and glory 
of God. I cannot; and until I have cause to think 
otherwise of him, my feeling must remain. I assure 
you it gives me much pain to have to say so 
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much upon the subject, but such a reply to the 
question put to him, must show you kcw far he is 
affected with the truth, or for the universal good of 
mankind. 

I, at the same time, most heartily wish that he may 
have a right spirit, but until I see that he has, I cannot 
agree with such cold and lukewarm spirits. 'I will not 
say anything against your doctrine,' sounds in my ear 
as not the language of a Friend or a Brother, as Mr 
Smith professed to be, and I think you must be of 
the same mind. \^See Epistle, December 21, Vol IL, 
pp. 151, 152, in further reference to Mr Smith.] 

From Your Friend and Loving Brother, Zion. 

Our Governor, Mr Eaton, leaves the situation this 
day. We feel sorry to lose him. There is another 
Gentleman come in his stead, Mr Sims, from Coldbath- 
fields Prison, London. Mr Eaton's conduct to us, and 
as far as we could observe to all the Prisoners, merits 
our praise. He was very kind and gentlemanly, there- 
fore of course we feel thankful to him. For you know 
it is somewhat in the power of a Governor of a Prison 
to embitter those committed to his charge, if he has 
a mind to be austere or arbitrary. And when the 
Gentlemen occupying those situations behave humanely, 
it is but just that we should speak to their credit 

It is the first time that James or myself knew any- 
thing of a Prison ; confinement is irksome to the human 
mind, and a sensitive heart subjected to those sufferings, 
feels every little kindness and civility from those in 
power and authority over them. 
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We cannot help wishing from our heart every 
happiness to Mr Eaton. 

James thought, when he heard that a Gentleman 
of the name of Sims from London was to succeed Mr 
Eaton, that he knew him, but he finds that he is not 
the same. We have herewith sent the remainder of 
the Epistle on Jer. xxxi. [Vol. XIII., pp. 111-191] 



Dbrby Gaol, November 29, Year 7. 

Dear Brother Bradley, — We received your Packet 
yesterday, and were exceedingly glad to hear from you ; 
but you make no mention of a parcel sent you a few 
days ago, in which Brother Charles was answered re- 
specting the inquiries he made, particularly as to whether 
we approved of immorality, etc. We are apprehensive 
that the parcel has not reached you, for you are very 
careful to mention such things. 

You require no directions from me with respect to 
the Anniversary to-morrow, you will order it as you 
think proper. Regarding Mr Owen's business, I cannot 
give (at present) my mind fully on the subject I do 
believe that he is a good-meaning gentleman, and very 
disinterested in his object. Such things are good in 
their way, and many will be raised up, of generous 
minds, to bring about a better state of things in the 
worlds and this is all the ' Heaven ' they look for. 

But they are instruments merely in the outward 
things, and are paving the way for the temporal com- 
fort of a people who are more worthy of the enjoy- 
VOL. XV H 
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ment of the blessings of the earth ; for though the grain of 
' mustard-seed ' seems very small indeed at the present 
time, and in appearance has little power; and it would 
seem impossible that the little twinkling star should 
shine all over this vast globe, yet it will, and there 
will be on this earth but those only who worship God 
in spirit and in truth. 

These are the people for whom the earth, the whole 
world, is undergoing a change, for their sakes all is in 
motion ; and these are they of whom I speak, that are 
a more worthy race. 

Mr Owen certainly speaks very prettily, but tell him 
of Divine Revelation, and of a God; — take him one of 
Joanna's books, or of mine, and you will soon see what 
a venomous viper there is lurking under his velvet 
tongue. 

Don't you know that it is written, 'By good words 
and fair speeches, they deceive the simple.' However 
good their speeches are, and however good their plans, 
and were they able to carry their plans into execution, 
and to obtain all they anticipate and wish for, how 
would such spend it after they had it? Would the 
praises OF GOD be sounded forth from such a people? 
No: they are the gods themselves which they would 
praise, — * gods of wood and of stone.' 

No one admires more than I do, I think, the ' good ' 
that there is of a te^nporal kind among men ; and I am 
willing to give everyone their due. 

Yet these all stand in the outer world; however 
amiable they may seem, they are but * Potsherds covered 
over with silver dross.' Vet we would help forward as 
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much as in us lay, every good cause in the world, so 
that It did not hinder our own and better work. 

You must remember that you are called to be em- 
ployed in the grand work of all, and as a man is called 
so let him abide in his calling. If God had designed 
you to be Owenites, he would have given you the 
mind of Owen, and you would have been concerned 
wholly in that^ But you are called to the spiritual 
work, and of course you stand nearer unto God. 

Let them work in their sphere, it will be for good ; 
but let not our Friends be hasty to run forward into 
everything that they may see rising up. I do not want 
them to be tied up in a comer, I like liberality of senti- 
ment, and I wish them all well. ^)^ I will mind my own 
business, it is not profitable to have too many irons 
in the fire. Stay awhile, and let Mr Owen pursue his 
plan. No body of men will be able to do anything 
material for the universal good. Europe professes 
Christianity, and it is all to pieces about the meaning 
of the Scriptures ; and there is a deep-rooted animosity 
between them, and it will break out and spoil their 
harmony. [Can this be denied, from the experience 
since this was written?] 

Therefore the essential thing, as the groundwork of 
all future peace and good, is agreement about the Scrip- 
tures. Man is a religious being, and he cannot help 

^ The history of the world's Actions and sects proves indisputably this fiict, 
that one mind and otu will may control and direct thousands of others of weaker 
calibre. For instance (in these times) the Dawsonites of this town in * religions ' 
views, and the Chamberlainites in political leaning, or again the Pamellites of 
Ireland, etc., and many other cases that need not be enumerated ; but in none 
is there stability because all is opi$UoH only. So in the end, the Mind of God 
will bring all into one. — C B. H. November 16^ Year 66w 
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it, and it will be impossible for them to agree in out- 
ward things, till the great essential thing is understood. 
[Witness — the School Board contests of the prisetU time.] 
Do our people wish to see good universally enjoyed? 
Yes, I am sure they do. Then let them apply them- 
selves with all diligence to the Word of God (as 
revealed), and strive to gain the light and knowledge 
of it, and teach it wherever they go, and are situated ; 
for some of you ought to be public teachers by this 
time, instead of that some want teaching, even again 
and over again, the rudiments. 

Truth must lay the foundation for future happiness. 
Work then with the little that you have; this is a 
suffering time now for a season, therefore 'the souls 
under the Altar cry, saying. How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes 
were given unto everyone of them; and it was said 
unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, 
until their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled' {see 
Rev. vi. 9-11). Therefore be patient, wait and 
watch the motions and movements of all things, but 
do not be ready, like a wandering bird, to wander 
from your place, for whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty^ and continueth therein, being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, that man shall be 
blessed in his deed. 

Perhaps I will say more about this question soon, 
but I am in great haste to get this letter posted to- 
night, so I must conclude without ceremony, only thank- 
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ing you for your kind intentions towards us in the 
next month. Accept of our love and gratitude for all 
favours. — Your loving friend and brother, ZiON. 

Excuse haste, we are going into our dens in a few 
minutes. You will not take this as a final answer about 
Mr Owen's plan. I have not read it well over yet, 
and will write again soon about it. \See further, Epistle 
of December 21, Vol. II., pp. 150, 151.] 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

Derby Gaol, (end of) December^ Year 7. 

My dear Brother, — Some time ago several of the 
Friends were ready to judge of me, that I was jealous 
of Mr Smith, and that I would allow of no one to be 
right but myself. But what was in such words as those, 
but a declaration of war against me, through their ignor- 
ance of Who it is that is in Zion ; therefore I have let it 
remain until they may come to better sense; knowing 
that I myself was once that I knew not myself — my 
* better-self,' Christ, — nor nobody else, therefore I feel for 
all my Brethren, and bear with them till they get 
strength; nor do I wish now to speak angry to anyone 
that so expressed themselves, but merely to show them 
how wrong they judge of me, and what a spirit of self- 
confidence they are influenced by, and a spirit of dis- 
obedience. How weak must they imagine me to feel 
'jealous* of anyone? They that say so, have no know- 
ledge of my make ! — how can I be jealous^ or fear that 
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anyone will get before me or cut me out ! It would be a 
poor thing indeed were I in such a case. I fear not all 
the powers of man. 

What! cannot they yet see through the mean form? 
Have they yet no more judgment than to charge the 
Lord in his Holy Temple with such principle I or can 
the Lord in Zion be afraid that 'man' will throw him 
down and destroy His 'righteous' cause? 

O weak, weak beings! to imagine such things; and 
proud and knowing nothing to run before the Lord in 
judging, and set up their judgment as superior to his, and 
accuse him in such a way. If they did believe that the 
Lord was in Zion, they would not express themselves in 
such a manner. They may well be in the backg^round, 
who have need yet to be taught the rudiments of know- 
ledge, let them take heed lest they have some other love 
than the Lord, a ' divided heart ' cannot pass through the 
Gate into the City ; but I would advise those that said so, 
not to take upon themselves to be the fudge of spirits^ 
before me ; the fudge is in Zion, and the Guide of those 
who have confidence in him [and then submit to guidance] ; 
and those that do confide in him, and trust to his superior 
skill, he will guide them right in spiritual things. 

Mr Smith said, that I monopolised all to myself. 
Certainly; I have done as the Scripture says (John xiL 
32), * And I when I am lifted up from the earthy will 
draw all men unto me'; and now I am lifted up from 

How apparent it is, that mere * naturals* who can only discern with the 
bodily eyes, cannot see the things of the Kingdom of God, the spiritual power 
and Glory manifest in Zion ! Hence they know not the Suprtme Man (in 
autvHird form like themselves), and proceed to judge him by their earthly 
standard, and indeed merit these rebukes. — C. B. H. 
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the earth, and I have drawn all truth unto myself, for to 
me it belongs ; I am made the ' Heir of all things/ and 
whosoever will partake of this inheritance with me^ they 
may, but there is no other way. 

Smith 'met me not with bread and water when I 
came forth out of the land of Egypt ' ; but ' hired Balaam 
the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse me ; 
but my God turned the curse into a blessing unto me.' 
Read Deut xxiii. 4, 5 and 6. But you are not aware of 
what I suffered from that spirit [which caused him to 
resist his call, and even controvert the point with the 
Almighty] in old time; — *The wars with Angels are 
unknown/ Endeavour to ^discern spirits,' look not on 
the outward appearance, for in thus looking so many err 
with respect to Zion, seeing the outward being only ; and 
so of Smith, I know him (/>., the Spirit in him) and I 
remember his deeds, and ' I seek not his prosperity for 
ever'; he gave me vinegar and gall to drink in my 
calamity, and made heavy my yoke ; let him repent — cast 
off this spirit, and he will be forgiven, but not else. 
Mr Smith I do not abhor as a man, but I know the spirit 
that is in him, that it is the enemy of Grod and man ! In 
him is the ' Smiter,' and he could not smite so as to hurt 

What remarkable evidence is here of Zion's invisible dominion of the 
world of spirits, and that all spirits are subject to him ; for he had been 
Lndfer the chief of a/i demons and devils that find their abode below in the 
hearts of men ; and by his repentance and conversion he is ' transformed ' into 
Christ— the Head Prince of the Heavenly Host of Love- Angels. Then this 
* Balaam '-spirit of * old age* or time — the son of Beor, i.#., burning with 
jealousy and envy of the Lord's prerogative; yet 'between two rivers' 
(Mesopotamia) of life and death— by hearing the truth and yet perverting it for 
self' exaltations ; — instead of greeting the Redeemer with gratitude and all 
humility, would oppose the reign of the only Saviour, and find fault with his 
pre-eminence and supremacy ; thus discovering his own aim and desire, and 
procuring for us (by his doings) the lasting blessing of his detection and 
condemnation.— C. B. H. 
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the weak believers had he not got a knowledge of the 
outside shell of the Word, and able to handle it artfully 
so as to shake the feeble. But Zion must not be a ' reed 
shaken by the wind'; I know every wind that blows 
(i>., of false doctrine), and you must all come to the 
* hiding - place ' from those * winds ' ; is it not written 
(Isa. xxxii. 2), 'A man shall be an hiding-place from 
the wind.' Here you are told that the wind would blow — 
and from the North too — and if a man was to be the 
hiding-place from it, then a ' man ' it must be in the true 
Scripture sense; the Word doth not lie, nor speak in 
vain. I have reproved sharply in this Epistle* that I 
have written, and whether it goes in print or not, the 
spirits will have the Voice sounded in their ears and in their 
'heavens.' I wish to see Mr Smith wise to discern the 
spirit that is upon him, he was the only person on the 
earth into whom that spirit could enter, but he may cast 
off that spirit if he will, and it would go to someone else ; 
and I have shown it for this end, that Smith may see and 
at last be sound in the faith. That spirit will oppose the 
Lord so long as it can find an instrument to work in, but 
it will be subdued — by the Wisdom of God ; but in its 
working you will see the Scriptures fulfilled and made out, 
but let none join with it even if it speaks truth in part^ 
which it will do :^ let all remain steadfast, and not be 

^ See pp. 150-152, Vol. II., for the grand MS., December 21, in explanation 
of Elijah's prayer, Parable of the Wren crowned King of Birds, Stoning of 
Stephen, etc., in which he deals with the working of Mr Owen, and Mr 
Smith's fudle efforts to move the * Right Man.' Probably Mr Smith was 
enabled further on to obtain the mastery over the spirit and cast it off, after 
the failure of his ' Lectures ' (of mixed doctrine), becoming more amenable 
and submissive to his Master's teaching. 

' Certainly this same 'Smiter' appeared conspicnonsly in a Believer 
(Mr Squire), who after Zion's departure from the earth in visible personality, 
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moved until they get the Word through ZioUy if they will 
be faithful unto Grod, and obtain permanent peace. 

Smith, nor anyone else except Zion was ^anointed' 
therefore they cannot know the whole truth; — 'The 
Woman ' (said the Spirit by Joanna Southcott) * suffered 
the pains of hell to bring forth her natural children, and 
she must experience the joys of heaven to bring forth 
her spiritual children.' And the ^ suffering^ and the ^joy^ 
was the 'Anointing oil'; and I ask, has Smith gone 
through these things, no he has not ! therefore he must 
not be hearkened unto, until he submits to the Lord in 
Ziony then I will gladly receive him. 

So let none run before the Lord; when you see the 
'cloud go forward,' then follow it, then go on. If this 
one, and that one was to be followed because there 
appears a little light about them, there must be still 
confusion ; their ' lights ' will go out. But God does these 
things to cause the truth in Zion, and those that adhere 
unto it, to be tried, and you will find all the opposition 
make the Lord's lamp to bum brighter. 

I posted a letter last Sunday morning for Miss A. 
Harris, but I directed it 'Cheapside' instead of 'Snow- 
hill,' if she has not received it, no doubt it is at the Post 
Office. It was very stupid of me to make such a mistake, 
but you will see by it that my brains are not perfect, no ! 

My brains they are weak, and my nerves very tender ; 
And oft I forget what I ought to remember. 

essayed to take his Leader's place in his self-might, with most ignominioos 
results in defiling the pure doctrine of Truth, though many < weak believers' 
were misled by the unwarrantable pretension. All the devils in men were at 
once manifested on hearing the Voice of the Son of God, and went to work to 
oppose the rightful heir, in order that he should find and use his power to 
Judge the living and the dead. — C. B. H. 
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But my loving friends will bear with me. / am weak, but 
THE Word is strong, and ^ My strength — ^saith He — is 
made perfect in weakness.* I do not expect you to print 
this Epistle [On the ' Wren/ etc], I did not think to write 
a quarter so much when I began, but I could not stay my 
hand. You will be so kind as to correct the errors In 
spelling, and any other mistakes that you see, and I 
judge there are several of them ; and when you have 
read it to the friends, send it to Nottingham with direc- 
tions to Mr Pierce to send it round to all the Friends; 
there are parts of it written very badly, were there any 
good writer that could spare the time, I should like it to 
be copied and corrected, but don't think that I hint for 
you to do it, they might do it at Nottingham. 

There are no signs of liberation as yet, I feel I want 
change of air, the dull monotony of being in this place is 
very trying. O patience, what an inestimable virtue art 
thou I All will be well ; and to see you all in peace and 
love will more than compensate for sufferings. Brother 
James unites with myself in kind love to you all. — From 
Yours in the Truth, ZiON. 

I suppose little Ralph grows much, we were quite 
delighted with his last letter, he appeared to have 
improved much. 

My son William has taken to the Stage and is now 

The sarpassiDgly noble sentiment with which he concludes— «nd oonld 
only be ottered by the Spiritual Man — should at once clear the mist from our 
view of his temporal state with as ; for though his physical organisation was 
of the most refined and delicate character, and his couplet above, describes 
literally and accurately his personal attributes in those particulars ; yet that 
biain and those nerves were made the very physical medium whereby the very 
Wisdom of God is conveyed to our understanding or mental powers, and God 
is with us only in the person of His «wi.— C. B. H. April 14, Year 64. 
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at Oxford, has £1, los. per week at his first setting out 
Mrs W. informs me that he will make a second Kean. 
I should not choose it for him, but poor fellow, he had no 
trade, through the way I have been led ; and I have no 
means of providing for him. He is naturally a good 
youth, and discovered a wonderful talent for the Stage, 
and always a liking for it I trust he will be preserved 
from the bad habits of the profession. I certainly feel as 
a parent for the poor children; but I commit all into 
the hands of Providence. I am a man naturally of the 
most keen and tender feelings ; but I have been obliged 
to overcome ^self^ in every point. Nature would cling to 
Nature, but Nature must not rule. 



FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO C. BRADLEY, 
JUNIOR. {From the Gaol.) 

... To your question respecting speaking to your 
sister, let the matter be just as it is for the present; — 
you cannot force the mind ; and to worry a person puts 
them further off. Let her (quite) alone and never start 
the subject, but should she start it herself, give a wise 
and discreet answer, short and kind, and then drop the 
subject, as if hardly caring whether she would believe 
or not 

For the more you press the subject, the more her 
tongue would go against it — though inwardly the heart 
may be otherwise disposed ; but such is the way of the 
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obstinate proud mind and self-will of human nature, 
that they would not give you the honour of a victory 
over them, till they are sohumbUd that they must give 
up. I intend writing a little fully on the subject as 
soon as I can. 

Have sent you a letter to be forwarded to Mr 
Percival, should like you to write it off in your hand, 
and send it to the Editor of the 'Examiner,' and to 
Mr Carlile, to be published in the ' Isis.' • . . 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO T. PIERCE. 

[Three months after his imprisonment, Zion was 
entangled in some controversial correspondence with 
members of the Nottingham Church, respecting sub- 
scription matters, regulations, etc, which involved much 
explanatory detail of an outward kind ; but at the same 
time served to draw forth those lofty sentiments and 
declarations of Divinity which are never absent from 
his writings ; for the new and noble nature conferred upon 
man in the person of Zion is developed by circumstances^ 
it radiates from contact of whatever kind with the baser 
metal of mere rationality; and the wondrous combina- 
tion of dignity and meekness — only possible to the 
consciousness of Greatness bestowed— ^\\\ be seen con- 
spicuously in the following passages, and in the ' grand 
result of all * in Epistle of January 20, Year 8, Vol. VII., 
p. 183. — C. B. H. November 3, Year 64.] 
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County Gaol, Dbrby, November lo, Year 7 {or 1832). 

. . . We feel thankful beyond what we can express 
for your unremitting attention to the Cause of Truth ; 
but you feel the force and power, and enjoy the comfort 
of it ; and every man acts from "principle as naturally 
as he breathes, that which principles us is certainly the 
spring of our actions, so that 'every tree is known by 
its fruits.' And yourself and others that are engaged 
in the Cause, act from that innate principle of love that 
is in you, which is now stirred up by the Angel that is 
come down at this certain season and has troubled the 
pool, so having stepped in and being made whole, you 
take up your Bed and walk.^ Your inquiry with 
respect to the * Accuser ' and who the Accuser is, is 
fully answered in an Epistle that I have been writing 
last week on Rom. xi., there are nearly eighty pages 
of it. {See First work in Vol. I.] 

With respect to James Hayes going in the Desk 
and speaking, I wish him to do so if he lives in love 
with the rest of the Friends, and if he has sought to 
be friendly and happy with you all ; and at the same 
time you will allow me to say what is your duty 
in the case. When a Brother has acted wrongly 
as J. H. has done, and is afterwards convinced that 
he has been wayward in his mind toward that which 

^ John V. 2-9, — to show that the manifestation of the pity and mercy of 
God on oar low estate and earthly nature, has roused that principle implanted 
in the heart by the Love-decree of the Great Former and Designer of our 
beings, which spark lies dormant in nature till called forth by the voi^e of the 
Eternal Son now heard in Zion. And when immersed in this glorious revela- 
tion we are made whole, no longer to lie prostrate, but active, lively and 
vigorous in the knowledge of the Truth. Thus * Bethesda ' signifies the House 
of pity or mercy. — C. B. H. 
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is right, and confesses the same (as he has to me), then 
the way that I should act myself in such a case, 
I will take the liberty of recommending to you. If 
such a Brother seems to be shy, I would endeavour to 
take that shyness and distance away from his mind, 
by going up to him when or wherever I saw him, for I 
should judge that his sh)mess to me might arise from a con- 
sciousness of his own faults, and not from any bad feel- 
ing toward me. We should strive by all possible means 
to deliver the minds of our Brethren from every kind of 
bondage, or anything that might retard or obstruct their 
peace of mind ; and the same is the duty of everyone 
that we all owe one to another, that peace and happiness 
might abound among us, and I would be theyfrj/ to bend 
and endeavour to overcome the evil with good. 

J. H. is capable of being useful among you, if he walks 
in love, humility and goodwill toward all men; but 
talent as a public speaker must not be put in the balance 
with real tried and proved merit ... It is better to 
err (if we should err) on the side of charity, goodwill 
and humility; such a principle can never be blamed 
(in acting from) though you may fail in your object 
By so doing I think you will free your own minds from 
any ground for self-accusation ; all I want is, for every- 
thing to be done 'decently and in order, that they of 
the contrary part* may not have ground for their ill- 
nature towards us. 

With respect to the Epistles that I may write while 
I am here, though those Epistles may be addressed to 
the person that may make inquiry on the meaning of any 
part of the Scriptures, yet the persons to whom they 
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are addressed must not consider them as their private 
property, but as belonging to the whole body; there- 
fore if any friend wishes to keep the Original they 
must be at the trouble of taking a perfect copy, and 
that copy must be preserved until they can be put in 
print. . . . 



November 28. 

1 . . . Respecting the * Printed Receipts * (if the friends 
require their deeds done for the Cause of God, published 
to the world), it would have been most proper to have 
published a full account I do assure you I have no 
money by me (I mean, not laying any up) nor is my object 
to save any, all that we have had has been expended in the 
Cause, except that we have given a trifle to any of our 
needy brethren ; and I have gratitude enough myself to 
publish the liberality of the Friends, without introducing 
a worldly system. The liberal and loving-hearted friends 
will be quite satisfied that God knows all they do; and 
let it be left to myself to publish it, I shall not forget 
one that has given a sixpence out of love, when it is 
all they can do, they are as dear to me as the giver 
of a hundred pounds, and those that cannot give any- 
thing are just the same, — their heart is the same before 
God. . . . God has entrusted me with better riches 
than gold and silver to share with you all; and God 
is not a hard master to lay burdens on any that they 
cannot carry, and in supporting me temporally, those friends 
have manifested a good heart toward God and toward 

^ See Vol. VL, p. 154, for the body of this letter. 
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the Cause ; and if there were ten thousand weaknesses, 
that principle outweighs them all in God's sight; God 
knows the feeble frame, — one man might have courage 
to face a lion, while another would be frightened at an 
ass, and the weak are as dear to God as the strong ; 
we must not expose the weaknesses of our Brethren, but 
we must cover them, or it grieves the Spirit of love. I 
have had strength given me to face all things and to fight 
my way through hosts of oppositions, and against the 
strong current of flesh and blood ; but I must not con- 
demn another because they have not had that same 
power, no, I must support the weak, and that I might 
have pity on them, I have been left to feel myself to 
be the weakest of you all. See what the Scripture 
says, 'We then that are strong ought to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves' 
(Rom. XV. i.). 

In some cases a man dare not, on account of his 
wife's temper and enmity to the Cause of God, give a 
sixpence towards its support with her knowledge; now 
if the man had courage to enter the field of battle with 
his wife, and follow his own inclinations in giving what 
he could aflbrd, in spite of her opposition, it was to his 
own comfort in the end that he did fight the matter 
out ; but everyone perhaps could not do so. Well then, 
they must either do privately what was their heart's 
wish to do, or not gratify their kind feelings at all, and 
particularly if it were on the woman's side and her hus- 
band was opposed to her righteous principles. I have 
known women in various visitations where I have been, 
whose husbands would ill-use them for going to the 
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meetings where the Word of God was proclaimed, and 
they have endured it, and to support the Cause would 
deny themselves many little articles of outside dress, and 
dare not let their husbands know; for which a selfish 
ungodly world would condemn them. 

And are such to be under the control of the ' abomin- 
able churl'? Read i Sam. xxv., which certainly has a 
spiritual meaning in the first place, but every true Be- 
liever is an 'Abigail' (the name signifies, the Father's 
joy), and will be sure to have a * Nabal ' (the churl) 
to prevent them from pursuing their Godly course, 
either inward or outward; and all the 'Christian' world 
would praise Abigail because it is in the BibU, while 
they would condemn the conduct of one that would 
follow her example. I do not care what the world might 
say of these sentiments of mine, they may say what 
they please, I am prepared for that. I know the prin- 
ciples that I act under, that I wish no one to do wrong 
for my good, but I would not mind telling the whole 
world that my first duty is to God, and then to wife 
or husband. 

I hope, by what I have said, that I shall not make 
you uncomfortable, for I would much rather be hurt 
myself than hurt you, — God is my witness. All my 
striving and meaning is, just to correct what may be 
a little amiss, as I may see it. . . . 

... I trust Brother Hayes will be found a comfortable 

These are the principles of the 'New Man,' widely differing from those 
the world act from in external affiurs, yet the typical virtues exist among ns as 
rational beings, but can only be put in practice fully when the Divine Charity 
becomes our life, which we see personified in Zion where f«^-e(fiftcement is 
evident and in whom no particle of rtutUmetU has place. The sublime 
passage that concludes the letter makes ^^fotindatwH appear. —C. B. H. 
VOL. XV I 
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and pleasant Brother in the Cause ; we were g^tified, I 
assure you, not a little at the way you conducted and 
settled that matter among you, there was proof of love 
and kind feelings on both sides, and I thank God the 
Author of cUl good, for it, and may you ever, one and all, 
seek the good and peace one of the other, even if I should 
never appear personally among you. Eternal life is begun 
in you, seek to cherish that Life continually, not only in 
yourselves, but ever strive to do all things that will 
strengthen and increase love in each other, ever be em- 
ployed purging out the old leaven, sow to the Spirit and 
of the Spirit you will reap life everlasting. I know there 
are great trials to go through, and none will stand to the 
end but those who know the taste of the living stream in 
tfuir own hearts. O may I have the happiness of meet- 
ing you all having grown up strong and sound in the 
doctrine of the Lord I for our life is eternal, we live for 
ever whatever may take place with the body, let it die if 
God pleases, we only pass into our own essence and live 
everlastingly in the Eternal Vision of God I Death, as 
it is called, will be no death to us, but more essential, 
substantial and eternal happiness and glory! I speak 
not from hearsay of others about the invisible state, I have 
seen, handled and tasted the WORD of Life! I know 
what it is to die and to be in that disembodied state, and 
from ttunce I came with the Word of God ; which work 
the Scriptures and all prophetic writings lai^ely testify 
of, that should be done in the end. Not in a dreaming 
or visionary way merely, but really and substantially have 
I passed through death into LIFE, which is the New Birth, 
or the fall of the * man of sin ' and the birth of the Lord 
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his first and second BIRTH. Let this subject be well 
understood, and then the mind will know ZlON.^ 



November 29. 

. . . Have sent you an Epistle that is addressed to 
Sister Watson [see Vol. V., pp. 157-176], you will please 
to read it to the friends to-morrow, and then send it off 
directly to Chesterfield, and whatever copies you have 
(of late writings) in Brother James's hand, please to send 
to us as speedily as possible as we want to send them to 
London. I shall be thankful if you will please to send a 
few more of the printed works to any district where you 
think they may be wanting, with directions not to send 
any more to the ' Clothl for it is just as you say, the wolves 
would devour them. I have, in a letter to Mr Bradley, 
exposed the Wile spirit' that is in Smith, and I hope 
that all our friends will have more of the true fear of 
God than to approve of a spirit that will presume to use 
such base and horrible language, as even to curse and 
damn the Holy Ghost, etc. Is he not an enemy to the 
Good God by wicked works ? He is. I have no interest 
in speaking but the honour of God, and that my fellow- 
men may not be swept to darkness by the tail of such a 
smoking firebrand ; let none of our people listen to Smith 
nor anyone that would support his erroneous and wicked 

^ And to *know Zion' is to 'know tbe true God and eternal life, Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent,' for now we have with as one ' risen from the 
dead,' who brings that Divine spiritual Heavenly knowledge, only to be 
found on the othbr sxdb of the Grave ; and the spiritual gifts are the 
certificates of Messiah, and the *marAs of the Lord Jesus,' unseen of the 
natural man,— C. B. H. 
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inventions. . . . Poor Sister Stenson, I feel for her troubles 
in some respect, but it will be for her good that her 
husband is taken away, for she has a better husband left, 
one that will never die, and that is LovE itself and if she 
does but know His character and cleave close to Him, 
she will find herself more than compensated within for 
her loss. Let her put on my words continually in her 
heart, and come before the Lord, and she will then know 
and love her Husband, for God's promise stands for her, 
as for me, not one thing shall fail of all that He hath said. 
Please to give our love to her, and we hope that she will 
be comforted. The way of the Lord, the very way that 
man is to enter the kingdom of peace, is, to ' put on all 
the words of Satan and come before the Lord ' ; deliver 
this important doctrine with courage (and be not weary), 
and leave the event to God that directed this precious 
and sure and unerring way. . . . \Su Vol. VI., p. 157 on, 
for these directions.] 



DiCim6ir22, Yiory. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— I should have answered 
your letter sooner, but was engaged in writing an Epistle 
to the Friends at Ilkeston, and a long letter to our 
Brother Adlington of Sutton [see Vol. V., pp. 182-206], and 
to the London Friends also. I wish to answer your letter 
in as few words as I can. I am sorry that I have in my 
last to you, given such cause of offence to yourself with 
so many more of my best friends, but / am sure that had 
my letter been understood, and with charity ready to put 
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a favourable construction on my words, there would be 
no such cause of trouble to any ; and I will say that to 
insinuate that I am ungrateful for what has been done 
for the Cause by the friends, is doing me a cruel injustice ; 
and I know that at Nottingham there are kind hearts 
such as could have no self-reproach, and of course would 
not readily conclude that I was alluding to them. I call 
God to witness, that I am thankful to you all for what 
you have done towards establishing the Cause, and like- 
wise for me His servant ; and I have constantly expressed 
my thanks, but there is not charity enough to believe me ; 
my object was not to find fault, but to convince you that 
your statement was incorrect and that there was in it a 
species of boasting. 

I do not wish to dwell on this unpleasant subject, or 
say anything that would give you an uneasy thought; 
but however, what has been said has served to try the 
love (seemingly) of a good many, and it shows how ready 
you are to think evil of the Servant of God, and to charge 
me with being under the influence of a principle that 
(God is my witness) does not belong to me, viz., in- 
gratitude. • . . Do I pray you brethren, consider all that 
I have gone through (of sufferings) for the Truth's sake, 
and lay not this unjust charge to me ; I desire not your 
money, but your love. And I must tell you Brother P. 
that you are wrong in your thoughts of me, my heart lies 
not in a pound nor a hundred, it matters little what I eat 
or drink, and let all the Friends strive to support the 
Cause rather than me personally, and I will attend to you 
the same, with the Word. 

I am grieved to the heart with this charge, because it 
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is false, and your minds have received a wrong impression 
concerning me ; but if you will be so hard against me, I 
shall be enabled to bear it I am conscious that I have 
given no just cause of offence, and contention is un- 
profitable to yourself and me ; it would be better for me 
to bear your censure than to hold contention in this way, 
it would prevent nu doing better work. I would sooner 
write a hundred pages for you on the Word, wherein there 
is comfort. Spare me however, in my present suffering 
circumstances ; all that I wish to say is, that you mistake 
my meaning in my letter. . . . Brother, stay till I come 
out of prison, won't you, before you run away from me I 
and will you then? I leave it with you, ask your own 
heart if it was not very hasty of you to speak so. But 
I don't mind if it is only just a hot angry feeling for the 
moment, hit me as hard as you like, only love tne again 
afterwards, and do not say that I am what I am not, 
when you say that, you imply that God has made a very 
ugly Zion. Pray do not be ready to surmise wrong things, 
or it will make you very uncomfortable, and me alsa I 
will attend to Brother Marriott's inquiry upon Ezekiel 
with very great pleasure, as soon as I can, but I think it 
will be a long job, but I don't mind that for his comfort, 
or for any of you. ... I am no advocate for secrecy nor 
for Methodist plans or systems, but if the Truth itself 
does not stimulate a man to act in this Cause, I think 
nothing that would be done from any other stimulus worth 
receiving; and I am fearless — though in Prison — ^that 
God who called me to this work will supply my needs ; 
I have not come of myself but Grod has sent me, and I am 
not seeking for anything but His honour and Glory, and 
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He will help me and will hold my hand to do His will^ 
which is all I wish to live for in this world. I am the 
child of Providence,^ cast upon Providence, and they that 
take me in (truly) will not repent of it. . . . Your loving 
and affectionate Brother, ZiON. 

' And we are all the creatures of Providence in the order of nature, that 
which provides for us, must also for the * Sent of God ' when cast into our 
mould ; and our duty is to dispense the gifts of nature that are given in 
common, while we receive, those gills ^ /^ Spirit from the * New Man,* who 
cannot be diverted (by things of the world) from his single-hearted purpose. 



Other Epistles and Letters of this year to be found 
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EIGHTH YEAR 

(1833). 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO T. PIERCE. 

Derby Gaol, /ai«MP7 2, KrorS. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— There is evidently a mis- 
understanding between us ; I never had a thought of you 
to your discredit, I was always satisfied with your doing 
for me, and I have always set a high value upon your 
services in the Cause, and upon yourself as a Brother. 

I did not wish you to trouble yourself about the Books 
or anything, I did not ask (ibout the sum of moneys but 
merely for information because I had forgotten, but you 
have, it seems, adopted another opinion for which I am 
very sorry, and if I have said anything that would justly 
give cause for an improper thought of you, I should be 
glad to recall it and also to apologise. 

I am perfectly satisfied of your respect and love for 
me, as the Servant of God, and never had a thought other- 
wise of you ; however, it is as I say, there is a misunder- 
standing between us, therefore permit me to advise so far 
as this. Let all this affair drop, do not keep agitating it 
in the Committee, let it all alone till I have the pleasure 
of seeing you. Now take my advice in this, and let every- 
one hold their tongues about it, and believe that my love 
is the same for you as I believe yours is for me. I have 

nothing against you nor any of you, let your minds be at 

136 
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ease, and do not indulge any hard thoughts of me, and I 
am sure that I will not of you, I feel nothing but perfect 
love toward you, believe me. If I were to wish anything, 
it would be that I could come over to you, but alas I 
cannot; but pray do let your mind rest, and do assure 
me by a line directly that you have now done in this 
affair what I desire, that my mind might be at rest con- 
cerning you, for I have endured much affliction of mind 
about this affair, and believe me to be your ever-loving 
and affectionate friend and Brother, ZiON. 

PS. — It appears we cannot settle this matter by 
writing, you misunderstand me, and perhaps I do the 
same by you, so it will be best to let the mind rest 
about it The Newspaper and the 'Cosmopolite' were 
very acceptable, do not think that I am unmindful of 
such kind marks of attention, I am not, God knows, but 
my mind is occupiedy so that I am not always at home in 
these things^ so you must excuse me. 



January 5, Year 8. 

Dear Brother Pierce, — I received yours yesterday, 
for which I thank you, I shall not answer it just now. 
But this is to request that you will please to have read to- 
morrow in the Chapel, the Lessons for the day as arranged 
in the 'Book of Common Prayer'; and take notice, 
that the ' Protestant Church ' is the type of the Mount 
Zion Church, and I inform you that it is the will of God 
that the lessons and Psalms should be read, with which I 
trust you will comply. I wish that our friends at Notting- 
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ham may go through the trial that is now upon them, 
which has happened for wise ends which will be all well. 
But let me advise that you look well to the Prophecies of 
J. S. It will be well if some do not run upon the rock 
before that happiness and glory that is reserved, is come. 
I wish you all a happy New year. 

' Left to go on to stumble men, 
Their senses all seem lost ; 
They know not WHO does guide my hand ; 
Nor can their wisdom boast 
That they could see as clear as me 
Of what is hastening on ; 
Nor how their bows all broken be. 
The " wise men " are brought to miss their mark, 
And in the dark the/11 be benighted soon, 
And like the blind the wall can't find. 
Their Sun's clouded 'ere NooN.' 

You will oblige me by reading this (the above) piece, 
it begins on p. 68 of 'Continuation of Prophecies,' 
written in 1792. 

' But lukewarm Christians, they will little care 
And say, " If we're in Christ, we've nought to fear." 
But such ** Christians " are lukewarm to me 
And much more hateful than the sinners be.' 

These things are here written under the warmest feelings 
of love to you all, and they are designed for your help in 
the time of trouble and of trial, with the ' lessons,' etc, 
which I once more request you will do me the favour to 
read, you may find it to your profit — I remain your loving 
and faithful friend, ZiON. 

Shall write a letter to the Church next week; am 
writing to Scotland a long letter [Vol. V., pp. 87-113, 
January 15]. 



N, 
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January ^^ YcarS. 

Dear Brethren, — . . . I have something of a serious 
nature to inform you of in this, for which I hope your 
minds will be prepared ; I have had it upon my mind for 
several days past to do, but could not come to the 
resolution. But I hope when you read it you will not 
lay the blame upon me, for I am sure that whatever 
I have done, I have done it sincerely believing it to 
be right, and I hope — although in this I shall make such 
a disclosure as will surprise you — that you will acquit me 
of any insincerity in the matter. I have indeed been 
sincere in my intent, and therefore hope for your forgive- 
ness when I honestly tell you all, and I am glad that I 
have come to the mind to do it for it will be best, — as the 
old saying is, ' Honesty is the best policy ' ; and you may 
believe me that such is my love and esteem for you all, 
that I would rather sacrifice my own honour, than leave 
you in an error when once I discovered it. Therefore I 
trust in the kindness of your dispositions that when I tell 
you, you will however say that I have acted an honest 
part so far ; and though I make it known to you with a 
trembling hand, yet I am determined to do it, for it is 
better for me to die than to lead people astray, and the 
world and every serious person will judge that I have done 
right in this; though some might blame me, yet if they 
do, I need not care much about that, because it is written 
in the Scriptures that, ' Whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
his sins, shall find mercy.' Why then, after all, if God 
forgives me, what need I care, even if I should die, all that 
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I should grieve about is for your sakes, whom I confess I 
most affectionately love. 

I will therefore without any further preamble come to 
the purpose, and declare to you — depending as I say, upon 
your good sense and forbearance, and your kind disposition 
to forgive all, when I make you acquainted with the 
discovery that I have made, which is — to be as short as I 
can — that I have been under a sad delusion, and have 
come to the determination of denying it all (though I am 
in prison), and to make to the world a full and open con- 
fession of the delusion that I have been in, and yourselves 
along with me. And I mean further to declare in my 
confession, that what has happened to me in being 
imprisoned is quite rights they are perfectly justified who 
have done it ; I am served just right and of course forgive 
them ; and perhaps if they were to hear my confession, 
they would take pity upon James and myself, and let us 
out of prison. But I am not much concerned where I am, 
it is as well for me to die here as anywhere else, for I am 
not fit to live in the world. 

However, I cannot now help what is done, all that I 
can do, is to make what reparation is possible by an open 
confession of all the delusion that I have been in, and to 
declare the whole truth. I hope therefore, dear and kind 
friends, that whatever there has been amiss, yourself and 
all that have hitherto been friends of mine, will kindly pass 
it over and foi^ive all; for I assure you that I had no 
intention of doing wrong to you or to any of you, and I 
hope that the confession I have made, and what I shall 
further reveal to the world, will fully establish in your 
minds the sincerity of my intentions, however wrong and 
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deluded I have been. But, as the saying is, * the Truth is 
best, and if it is blamed it cannot be shamed ' ; and this I 
do knawy that the Truth will stand when everything else 
shall fall. I remain — notwithstanding all and everything 
that has been said and done, and thought of to be done, — 
your ever-loving and sincere friend — and heU with all its 
power and force shall not alter this. — ^J. W. And believe 
me, though I have been in such error, that I shall ever love 
you all. Fare ye well, dear friends. 

[Zion adopts in this an effectual mode of bringing home 
to misguided believers, their real individual shortcomings, 
and quickly would it have the designed effect with those 
who read between the lines, and quicken their sympathies 
on behalf of the sufferer who had been so deluded in his 
trust in them ; and could feel their indebtedness to the 
only Saviour from error, and the appointed exposer of the 
delusion called Christianity, under which he had himself 
groaned in old time. On the same day {see p. 143), he 
writes to a faithful follower (M. R.), explaining the 
reason of his device. — C. B. H.] 



fanuaryU^^ VearS. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— Your letter, with those of 
the other friends that came yesterday, are retained by 
order of the Visiting Magistrates, for what cause we do 
not know, and the Governor has also informed me that no 
Epistles of mine are in future to pass out of the Prison, 
by order of the said Magistrates. 

1 have addressed a letter to Mr Locket on the subject. 
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and hope he will favour me with an answer soon. I can- 
not see how the laws of the country can prevent us 
worshipping God according to the dictates of our con- 
sciences, or of giving explanations of the Scriptures as we 
believe; but if my writings are stopped in such a way, 
what can it be but suppression of the liberty of conscience, 
and nothing tolerated (in explaining the Sacred Volume of 
Inspiration) but what other men would dictate to us. I 
bear the Clei^ no ill-will, but would do that class of men 
any good that might lie in my power ; but if I said that 
the Preachers of any sect had the power to explain the 
mysteries of the Scriptures, I must tell a falsehood, all the 
disrespect I ever showed them was to tell them where they 
are wrong in their views of the meaning of Scripture ; and 
therefore to prevent any writings of mine from going out, 
I should think hard indeed, and it would be a double 
imprisonment to me. Your letters may come in, only 
pray say nothing about the ' Reverend ' gentlemen. God 
bless them, I say, and God save the King, and I am sure 
you will say, Amen. Hope the letter addressed to Sister 
Wright is received. [Reference bottom p. 124.] I have 
two Epistles now written, one for Glasgow and one for 
London, but cannot send them. I intend writing directly 
to the Lord Chief Justice on the subject of our unjust 
and unchristianlike condemnation to eighteen months' 
incarceration, for our opinions upon Scripture. I hope 
that Brother K. will favour me with a line or twa I 
should feel it kind after the squalL Farewell. — I remain, 
and ever shall remain. Your loving Brother, ZiON. 

[Thus were all the forces of men employed to resist the 
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ever-blessed Truth, but they could only go as far as per- 
mitted, though grievous yj7r the time; yet the stream of 
Living waters could not be checked by any power below, 
and words were recorded in that Gaol, which display the 
triumph of God over all opposition of the fleshly mind, 
and shall subjugate all natural reason to the Supreme 
Light— C. B. H.] 



TO MARY ROWLAND. 

Dbrby Gaol, January 9, Year 8. 
My dear Sister,— Your last very kind letter ought 
to have been answered ere this, and would have been I 
believe, had not some unpleasant things taken place at 
Nottingham, of which perhaps by this time, you might 
have some knowledge. I confess the occurrence has had a 
serious eflect upon my mind, it has grieved me very much, 
and I thought I would write to you personally, as it is 
likely that you may hear something of it from those who 
(unfortunately for themselves because it spoils their com- 
fort) might, through the disturbed state of their minds, put 
an unfavourable and an unwarrantable construction on my 
conduct and words, which I am sorry to say has evidently 
been too much the case. ... I am sure that Brother 
Pierce's wish (in all things that he does) is to do good 
and right ; yet for two or three reasons, I judged it proper 
to let Mr Pierce see that he was a little out ; it was the 
Birmingham Friends that chiefly bore the expenses of the 
' Trial,' Nottingham might have been content to ht on a 
level with the rest No doubt they did what they could, 



144 ZION'S WORKS 

but when there were such large words where they ought 
not to be, it would nf t be right to let it pass ; it was not 
in the power of Nottingham to give so many pounds, I 
did not expect such a thing, and had not Brother Pierce 
said anything of the kind, I should not have noticed it 
except to speak in their praise. I know that, chiefly, they 
are poor, and I know that some of them have struggled 
hard for the Cause since first the Truth came to them, for 
which they are praiseworthy. 

I do not mention these things to you by way of com- 
plaining of my Nottingham friends, but I am grieved to 
find that Brother Pierce has represented me as not setting 
a just estimate upon what they have done^ and indeed both 
himself and Brother K. have conceived a notion that I 
wish to dispars^e them, and to imply that they have not 
done their duty, but could I be of such a mind I must 
possess unjust principles. I never had a thought of the 
kind. 

... Is it possible I say, that a man can believe it to 
be the Cause of God, and talk about giving it up ; this 
language to me makes a deep discovery of the heart from 
whence it comes; and is it possible that I can be the 
Servant of God, and is the New created Being in Zion, 
; ' and Zion such a selfish being that he would consult his 

;- temporal material comfort before the universal good of 

- man, and the spiritual happiness and prosperity of those 

I who have already believed. Who shall lay such things 

i I 'to the charge of God's elect ' ? Can a man believe me to 

; I be the Sent of God, and judge me to be influenced by such 

' I a base and sordid principle, no, I can tell such, that God 

has tried me before I saw Nottingham, yes, and with every 



ZION'S WORKS 145 

kind of distress, and my soul recoils at the thought If 
God has not sent me, I must be an impostor ! but I kfww 
whence I am^ and that God has sent me. God has permitted 
this trial to come on them that their hearts might be mani- 
fested; God will make me the instrument of showing men 
what their hearts are. It is very easy to love your Brother 
while he does everything to please you, let him but just 
touch your hearts and discover to you a secret enemy 
that lurks in it, let him offend you, and then you discover 
the strength of your love ; not that I have given zxiy just 
cause for offence^ but merely spoke to correct an error, for 
I love them too well to offend them, or willingly to hurt 
their minds, and I am much grieved that any Brother 
should let wrong thoughts influence their minds, how can 
they be happy if they are not in union with me? they 
cannot, and that they will find. But they are not aware 
that the Spirit of God is trying their hearts, that it might 
be made manifest to themselves how much they love ; if I 
had said nothing to cross them there would be no trial, you 
know the Scripture says (Prov. i. 17), *In vain is the 
net set in the sight of the bird,' and everyone will be tried 
in ways they little think of; when profession is made by 
anyone of belief va my Word, then there will be things to 
try that profession ; for if I am that character the Scriptures 
speak of, / can never fail^ and in vain do people strive 
against the Lord's anointed! It is better for them to 
know that the ways of God are hid in the deep, and to 
submit to His wisdom, and if reproved, bear it, and not fall 
out with me and sit in judgment upon me, which they are 
doing in effect 

I do not love my children the less because I find just 
VOL. XV K 
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fault, but I am sorry to find in them so little knowledge of 
my character and of the ways of God. But perhaps they 
will learn a little by all this, and I doubt not but it is one of 
the things in the great wheel that ' work together for good' ; 
and those who have sought in love will be rewarded for 
their diligent seeking after the gdod, and will be satisfied 
with the enjoyment of that power and grace that they 
desire; no one can be disappointed in their expectations 
from the God of truth and love, and there is more of His 
wondrous love already made known, than many have 
hearts justly to appreciate. But happy and blessed are 
they, yes and will be abundantly more so, who possess 
that charity that thinketh no evil, and that rejoiceth not 
in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth. Time rolls on, dear 
Sister, and our happiness in the God of love will be 
complete and entire ; and happy will they be who mind 
their own business, and that is, to get the Word of Truth 
established in themselves until they live wholly in the power 
of the Divine love, which must be the happy lot of every 
believer^ for God hath spoken it. — From your ever-loving 
friend and Brother, ZiON. 

[It is apparent from this, how deeply the want of recog- 
nition and gratitude for God's unspeakable gift by Zion, 
was felt by the Instrument of Life, and dispenser of the 
Word of Grace to man. After all the display of love and 
wisdom made known through his pen for years past, the 
pains taken to instil the Divine precepts, and the ever- 
patient removal of obstacles and causes of stumbling ; and 
that knowledge of mysteries given which was ransomed 
from the grave^ and could only be procured by complete 
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j-^^-sacrifice in every point of nature ; yet to find the 
abundant outpouring of the Heavenly Gift — the illimitable 
Almighty LOVE unappreciated by those who professed to 
believe in the Mission of the Son, with hearts callous or 
indifferent to the eternal blessings of His coming I All is 
sadly instructive of the instability of (natural) man ; but 
the permanent abiding effect is to draw forth the higher 
lights from the Lord within, and culminate {this matter^ in 
the Epistle of January 20. See Vol. VH., pp. 183-202. — 
C. B. H.] 



ABRIDGMENT OF MR TWORTS (BROTHER 
'JAMES') LETTER TO T. PIERCE, IN VIN- 
DICATION OF ZION. 

Dbrby Gaol, January 11, Year%, 

To The Friends at Nottingham. 

My dear Brother Pierce,— I have just read your 
letter dated the loth inst, addressed to my dear Brother 
in bonds, the latter part of which I must confess has very 
much grieved me, and I trust you will not be offended if I 
ask you a plain question, in my plain way. Is it possible 
that you still believe Zion to be the Elect servant of God, 
and still chaise him (whom God sees no fault in) with 
being wrong in many things of the temporal matters ? I 
am convinced that anyone who does so, cannot believe 
him to be that character (' Zion ') to whom all the promises 
contained in the Scriptures, Joanna's Writings, and all 
Prophetic works, immediately point {see Rom. viii.). 
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Is he not 'another MAN'S servant^ and not his own 
Master, has he not been doing the will of Him that 
sent him, and not his own? Yes he has, to the best 
of his power in all things, and if you can see faults, it is 
more than God his own Master does charge him with ; and 
as he is the servant of a just and righteous God, and not 
the servant of unrighteous finite men, it is for want of 
judgment in us to lay things to his charge that he knows 
not of. And it is a proof that we are weak enough to 
think we could do better than he has done. . . . 
Truly the language of Zion at this present time is, ' I have 
brought up children, and they have rebelled s^ainst me.' 
Is he not the Son of Grod ? has not the Truth made him 
free ? It has ; and if he were to submit to be told he was 
subject to error, he would give the lie to his freedom ! 
It is true what you say, that we are all the Sons of God, 
but we are not all Fathers^ nor is it becoming in us who 
are but children, to sit in judgment upon our Father or 
Author of our spiritual existence. 

I would to God that those who accuse him would 
examine their own hearts, and see if they would make the 
sacrifice that he has done (even now that they profess to 
see their way clear), for he had to give up all temporal 
things, and who among us can imagine the depth of his 
mental sufferings I I am bold to say, that there is not 
one would give up all their social comforts and burst all 
the ties of nature, and submit to be called everything that 
would tend to humble the pride of man, and endure every 
privation of what men call happiness, for the purpose of 
doing the will of God, and rending the veil of ignorance 
from the eyes of his brother-man, who he loves with more 
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than a father's affection, of which he has given proof by 
forsaking all other loves for our sakes. And yet we feel 
ourselves of so much consequence that we cannot forgive 
one another, and wish to have the power of reproving each 
other, instead of following his example, to learn to bear 
all things with a firm and humble mind. 

I cannot help speaking thus, when I behold the servant 
of God, who I know to be such, almost broken-hearted at 
the perverse spirit manifested by those that ought — in his 
absence — ^to set an example of love and forbearance to 
their brethren, instead of showing such vindictive feelings, 
that have been the cause of so much trouble to Zion, as 
well as of loss of time and edification to yourselves and 
other churches, and adding to his bonds ; his nights are 
sleepless and the day is spent in heaviness. I cannot bear 
to see it and be a witness of his afflicted mind in con- 
sequence; though r rejoice that I am found worthy to 
suffer with him, as I know it is the will of God that he is 
in this place, for a trial of your faith, that you might know 
all truth is in Zion, and that without him we could know 
nothing of spiritual things. If you do really love Zion, 
my dear Brother, let me beg and entreat of you to agree 
among yourselves, and forgive one another any unpleasant 
expressions, that may escape your lips without a proper 
consideration, and do not give him such cause of grief, as 
well as to myself, for you must know how painful it is to 
me while he is in such trouble. I know you do love him 
for the Truth's sake, after all the little squabbles, which all 
arise from not having a proper knowledge of him ; I know 
he has reproved you in his letters, and you think without 
a cause I well I know God will not let him do anything in 
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vain, and any who profess gratitude to him for his work's 
sake and labour of love, would even bear to be evil-spoken 
of than make him suffer so much now. . . . But he would 
be a different being (naturally) if he could be assured you 
were all dwelling in love together; our imprisonment 
is nothing if you are at peace one with another. 

If you or any Brother, will refer to the following Scrip- 
tures, I am sure — if they believe them when they read — it 
will be found he cannot err, no, nor even have a thought 
contrary to the will of his God, nor can he be brought into 
bonds^e ; he cannot be serving two Masters, neither is he, 
he is as firm as a rock in the midst of the ocean, nothing 
can shake him. No, he is God's free man and he serves 
the God of Love, and is not a slave to the forms, customs, 
nor opinions of men ; if he studied to please men he would 
not be what he is — ^the willing servant of God's free Spirit. 
. . . Now to show that we have no right to call his con- 
duct in question in any way whatever {see Job. xlviii. 8 ; 
Ps. xci. 1 5, cxxxviii. 7, 8 ; Eccles, ix. 7), * Go thy way, 
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry 
heart, for God now accepteth thy works.' Then I ask, if 
his God justifies him, where is the man that shall condemn 
or charge him with weakness of judgment in temporal 
matters, when God is his strength? 

Zion knows that as a man he is simple and weak, 
and often says so with tears of thanksgiving to God for 
His promises to him, and to all that know — th€U know and 
acknowledge th^ are weak, — for in this everything is 
fulfilled that God requires of us, to see that His 
promise is to make the weak strong and perfect in His 
strength ; — but what we may consider weakness or want of 
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judgment in him, may prove to be the height of wisdom 
in the end. I often notice that the greater his troubles are 
the greater is his confidence, and I know if we saw our- 
selves as weak as he does, we should be more humble and 
less resentful one towards another ; neither should we call 
his actions or words in question, as we are so ready to do ; 
but we should remember that God has promised to hold 
his hand and to guide him aright, instead of wresting his 
words, and watching his steps. But I see this must be to 
fulfil those Psalms which relate to the Man of God — the 
true * David,* yes, and that too by those whom he 
hath travailed to bring forth {see Ps. Ivi. 5, 6, on 
this head), so it is all right and will * work together for 
good ' to him who is called according to God's purpose ; 
and God will give him prudence to do what is right {see 
Isa. Hi. 13), * Behold, my servant shall deoX prudently, and 
shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high/ . . . 
It is evident you judged him wrong and yourselves right, 
and he wrote his ' hoax ' in order to rebuke such a spirit, 
and in love to you that you might see your folly. 

You say God is the God of all animate matter. I 
agree with you so far, but He is not the Father ot Begetter 
of inanimate matter (1.^., ' not the God of the dead but of 
the living '), and man — in a spiritual sense — is an inani- 
mate lump of earth till he is animated or quickened with 
Divine knowledge, and is made a living soul or a 
quickened understanding; and if we are thus quickened 
we shall have a proper sense of the honour that is due to 
our Father or Spiritual Parent — the Author of our faith, 
and not burden his mind m.ih false accusations. It will not 
bring peace to the heart, for the mind will be darkened 
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and led into bondage and captivity, instead of growing in 
knowledge and love. 

Again, you remind him (taking his ' Hoax ' seriously) 
that Joanna was tempted to bum all her writings, and it 
was proved afterwards to come from the ' Powers of dark- 
ness ' ; this of course (in the spiritual sense) alludes to Zion 
in his temptations, when in the depth of his mental suffer- 
ings, when he was as it were ready to foi^et all the way 
Wisdom had led him in time past, and sank down in the 
' furnace of affliction,' and thought all would be burnt or 
destroyed, because he had forgotten that God had said He 
would bring the third part through the fire, and preserve 
the gold after all the tin, lead and dross was dissolved ; 
and after his sufferings he saw that it was Satan (or un- 
belief) that had tempted him to doubt the faithfulness of 
God to deliver him. But Brother Pierce, you know that 
Zion has now overcome himself ^ and has conquered death, 
hell and the grave, and is set down on the Right hand, and 
he and his Father are become One in Spirit ; therefore the 
Word in the letter is no longer a Devil to him, as it once 
was, but he is reconciled to it, and sees God face to face, 
he * sees God's face and Uves.* The Word in the Mystery 
was his Father — ^his ' old Father,' Anger and Wrath, the 
Devil and Satan, because his strong desire after the know- 
ledge of it was the ntagnet to attract all the curses to 
himself, that are spoken of in the letter, and by enduring 
all those evils, it was his ' Schoolmaster ' to lead him to 
become — or to * put on ' Christ, or to bring forth light and 
lave, the knowledge and truth of the Word. So you will 
see he could have no Devil or Satan to tempt him to give 
up his faith ; it is impossible for him to deny his own 
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creation or to have a doubt of his Call ; if it was possible 
that everyone was to deny his being the Servant of God, 
it would not make him submit to their judgment nor 
doubt the fulfilment of all God promised to him, and all 
that believe in his Word. If God is on his side he need 
not fear what man can do unto him, nor does he, but he 
feels much for the wrong judgment of those who are so 
unwise as to rebuke and reprove him, instead of bearing 
to be reproved themselves ; they will find that contention 
will bring no grist to the mill. . . . 

But though I admit myself in fault, I do most solemnly 
testify that I am a witness of the upright faithful zeal, love 
and sincerity of him you once believed to be the only 
begotten Son of the Father, filled with grace and truth, — 
I mean, by the ' Father,' that you believed he was the only 
one to whom the knowledge of the Mystery (which is 
called the Father) was revealed; and in whom God finds 
no faulty ' neither was guile found in his mouth.' I say 
' once,' because you say plainly that you have proof that 
he has been wrong in temporal matters, and I make 
answer — If you are right in retorting and charging him 
with being wrong because he gently reproved you in what 
appeared to him to be an error, he must be in a delusion 
any longer to believe himself to be right, or to imagine 
that he is under the immediate influence and guidance of 
that Invisible and Sovereign Intelligence, called in the 
Scripture the Essence or ' Spirit of Prophecy * or Spirit of 
Truth ! And this you and I have professed to believe. I 
wish you to understand my meaning. Brother, in saying 
that Zion cannot say nor yet do wrong ; he may say and 
do many things that may appear to be wrong according to 
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our notions. Yet I am bound to believe — if I understand 
the office of the ' Anointed/ and at the same time take the 
Word for the proof of the assertion, that testifies of him, 
to be truth — most certainly what you say in yours is gross 
error and a false charge; I have Scripture for my assertion 
that he cannot err if (I say) he is the being chosen by 
God — the essential self-existing Source of all things — to 
manifest His attributes in, then he cannot fail in judg- 
ment. 

For a proof of what I say, in addition to the quotations 
made from Joanna's writings in the former part of this 
letter, see Isa. xxviii. 7 (speaking of unrenewed man), 
' They err in judgment, and stumble in vision ' ; now this 
was his first state in the beginning of the Visitation ; 
but read verses 5 and 6 of the same chapter — * For in 
that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory 
and a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people ; 
and for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, 
and for strength to them that turn in the battle to the gate! 
Verse 17 — 'Judgment also will I lay to the line, and 
righteousness to the plummet,* etc. Verse 26 — * For his 
Grod doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him/ 
Now, has Grod, or has He not, given him judgment of 
what is right and what is wrong ? If you say, He has ; I 
ask if it is not a great display of arrogance and want of 
judgment, to charge him with saying many things that 
are wrong (even in temporal things) ; and does not the 
Word by J. S. say, * / cause my servants for to err ' (as we 
think), 'for ends they do not know, that they may see with 
eyes more clear, when I the truth do show ' ? Then how 
can it be said that he errs, no, and you cannot err if you 
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rightly understand the subject, for you will see good come 
out of what appears evil at present. God is wise, and 
man {alone) does err, for ' it is not good for man to be 
alone ' ; but you who have entered into the New Covenant 
are not called as the first Overcomer, to suffer, and you, of 
yourself can do nothing. If we learn this lesson, it will 
teach us to walk in godly fear and love towards that 
Power that has promised to do all for us; and let us 
bear in mind that God's promise is to * keep him as the 
apple of His eye ' ; and you may judge from this expres- 
sion how precious he is in God's sight. 

Now I think you will see with me, that the renewed 
man cannot err, because he hath the Spirit of Judgment, 
and a sound mind to know what God calls wrong and 
what He calls right, having a quickened understanding to 
judge between the good and the evil ; and if what you say 
of him be correct, there is no difference between him and 
the Prophets who ' erred in vision and stumbled in judg- 
ment,* who saw 'but in part'* and * prophesied but in 
part.' But now the Spirit or essence of all prophecy is 
come, that which was in part is done away ; that was his 
first state ; but now * that which is perfect ' is come and 
revealeth all things, even the hidden things of the heart, 
and showeth them openly. But I am aware of the reply 
you may make to what I have said, viz., that you know he 
cannot err in spiritual things, only as the natural man he 
may err ! Nay, Brothers, in this you are wrong, the out- 
ward or natural mind of the man is conformed to the 
Image of Him that created the New Man out of the old ; 
in the first state (as a ' natural man ') he ' devoureth the 
prey ' (as the Scripture says of * Benjamin '), i>., Adam in 
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the Creation, was as a * devouring wolf — he devoured the 
Divine Life that was being created in him, through 
covetousness ; therefore the Word says of Benjamin or 
Shiloh — to whom the Five-fold portion should be given in 
the end — as follows {see Gen. xlix.), * Benjamin shall raven 
as a wolf, in the morning' (or at the beginning of the 
Visitation to Zion) ' he shall devour the prey, and at night 
he shall divide the spoil * ; i>., when it came to midnight 
with the creature in his suflferings, the Light began to 
break forth in his understanding and he comes to judg- 
ment, and divideth the spoil ; he has fought the battle, 
gained the conquest, and divideth the light from the dark- 
ness. Then is fulfilled what is written, ' The wolf and the 
Lamb shall lie down together,' etc, so from this you may 
see that the 'wolf or 'natural man Ms swallowed up in 
the spiritual, i>., the * lAon follaweth the Lamb whitherso- 
ever he goeth,' which is expressive of how the natural ntan 
which was formerly a ' devouring wolf,' and was Adam's 
first state, becomes tame and docile, and instead of 
following his own will he follows the Lamb-like Spirit, 
and is brought into subjection ; this is beautifully set 
forth in i Cor. xv., beginning at verse 25 — 'For he 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For he 
hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all 
things are put under, // is manifest that he is excepted, 
which did put all things under him. And when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself 
be subject unto him that put all things under him, that 
Grod may be all in all. Else what shall they do which are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all ? ' Again 
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{see verse 45), ' And so it is written, The first man Adam 
was made a living soul ; the last Adam a quickening 
Spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but 
that which is natural ; and afterward ' (or after * Ward ' is 
dead) * that which is spiritual.' Read on to verse 50. It 
is quite plain from this, that if you and I believe these 
Scriptures to have had their fulfilment in Zion, that we 
sadly err in charging him with error even in temporal 
matters, though it may appear so to the natural mind. 

You observe, that every line of his writings is a proof 
of his being spiritually taught, then you know, Brother, 
that the ' natural man discemeth not the things of the 
Spirit/ But I think I have said enough, to show that we 
have been wrong in our judgment of ZiON. There is 
another Scripture just come to mind which I will mention, 
as a further proof that his God will not let him say or do 
that which is wrong, because a clean fountain cannot yield 
sweet water and bitter {see John xvi. 18), and from this know 
that the New Man cannot act contrary to its precepts. I 
hope dear Brothers, that you will bear with me in what I 
have said in this letter, as it is far from my intention to 
offend you ; but my object in writing thus (unknown to 
Zion) while I am in my cell by myself, is this : — I have 
had many hard thoughts of Zion, and condemned openly 
and secretly many things, and have caused many others, I 
know, to do the same ; and I think I have endured some 
severe chastenings for the same, the bitter remembrance 
of which brings tears of sorrow from my eyes while I 
write this. And since my confinement in this Prison, I 
have examined myself much on this point, and asked 
myself thus — Is it not very possible that I have been 
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wrong in calling in question the words or actions of Zion, 
and finding fault with him ? And then I referred to the 
Scriptures and saw what absolute promises God had made 
to His Elect Servant, to keep him, guide him, and to 
create in him a new heart — to give him a new mind, and 
to put a right spirit within him that he should not judge 
after the hearing of the ear nor after the sight of his eyes 
(naturally), but with righteousness he should judge the 
poor and reprove with equity ; please to read the whole of 
the nth chapter of Isaiah. When I read all these things 
and much more, and pondered them well in my heart, I 
found that all my wrath and anger, and evil-speaking, 
arose from not believing him to be the Character to whom 
they were spoken ; and instead of receiving his reproof in 
love, I had rebelled and striven to justify myself ; to the 
great grief of the broken in heart, which you yourself 
with my dear Brethren and Sisters, have been witnesses 
of, and now I know was permitted for wise ends. ... I 
cannot, my dear Brothers and Sisters, pen what I felt and 
suffered on account of it, night and day for nearly three 
years past, and it all arose from my being more ready to 
condemn the Servant of God than acknowledge myself in 
fault Now, dear Brother Pierce, I know that Zion himself 
has often been led to say and to do many things that even 
he has regretted (as a man), and it has appeared to be 
wrong (in the worldly sense), that those spirits might be 
manifested who are more tenacious of their personal 
honour and good name in the worlds than of the honour 
and glory of God. You have been told by Zion, that 
there would be a trial for the Friends at Nottingham, and 
where should it b^n ? Not with those that seem to take 
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little or no account of the Cause; no, Brother, for if 
* Judgment begins at the House of God/ it will surely go 
on with those that stand as the pillars, and are advocates 
for the Truth, that when they have been tried they may 
strengthen their weaker Brethren. And you must bear in 
mind that ' Judgment is God's strange work,' and He does 
not tell you nor anyone the means He will take to bring 
us to Judgment; but it will be well for us to bear His 
rebukes with a humble spirit, for it will be found in the 
end that all His attributes are full of mercy. I know the 
truth of all I have said in this letter, by experience which 
I have found to be the best Schoolmaster ; and I now 
have reason to bless the hand that has smitten me, for He 
only wounds to make whole. 

I must now take my leave of you, wishing you and all 
yours, and all the ransomed of the Lord, every blessing 
God has in store for them that love his appearing. — Yours 
in the purest love and affection, James. 

P,S. — Please to send me a few lines by return, with 
your pardon for any expressions I may have used in 
an unguarded way, as I have written in great haste. 

Zion is, I find, writing a letter to the Friends at 
Nottingham, which you will receive shortly. Remember 
me kindly to all the Friends of Zion. 

[It is an illustration of the weakness, and even im- 
potence of mere nature — from which these charges against 
the Spiritual Man, sprang, that the Chief Apostle ' James ' 
after this complete and heartfelt vindication of his Lord 
and Friend, should himself be again overcome (a few 



i6o ZIOIPS WORKS 

months after) by the wayward spirit whose operation in 
the mind he is here conscious of, and so deeply deplores ; 
which drew forth the exquisitely-expressed rebukes from 
Zion in the letters of May 3 and 4. But it was needful 
that all spirits should be manifested while the Messiah was 
on earth, for the ' wise end ' of obtaining the ' decrees for 
men and devils/ that should constitute their judgment 
whenever and however they make their appearance in the 
future. Mr Twort (' James ') was raised up for the high 
and special purpose of companion and protector (in the 
outward world) of the gentler-moulded God-m^7» ; and 
though as men their individual natures were so incom- 
patible, yet the spiritual union formed the basis of such a 
Friendship as the world has never known, beautifully set 
forth in the Letter of December 29, Year 10. And in 
several communications, Zion bears grateful testimony to 
his beloved companion's strong faith, and absolute devotion 
to, and intrepidity in the Cause, with perfect assurance of his 
personal attachment, though so much that was grievous to 
the Divine Spirit appeared in him at times. But thus are 
we brought to knowledge by humility. — C. B. H.] 



TO C. BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 
{Preface to the Explanation of the Hereafter State,) 

Jamuify 32, Year 8. 

My dear Brother, — I was this day looking over 
the letters from Birmingham, to see if there were any of 
them that I had not answered; and I fear there are 
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several, but hope my kind friends will bear with me, 
for I find it impossible to attend to every inquiry just 
at the time when the friends may think I might; and 
I often fear that some of the Friends will, one time or 
another, get in a bad humour with me on this very 
account, but it must go among the 'all things,' if they 
do ; yet I should be sorry for such a thing to be, still I 
cannot help it, but must say, as my father used to — 
when something occurred which did not appear to his 
advantage, and when it came to the worst (looking 
seriously at the misfortune), — ' Well, what must be, will 
be, there is no help for it* And thus like a true philoso- 
pher, he yielded patiently to what Fate had decreed. I 
have often thought that his temper of mind at such 
seasons was worthy of imitation, for certainly ' what can- 
not be cured must be endured.' And therefore, in my 
opinion, it is a wise plan to make up the mind to bear 
all things that may come, and murmur and repine at 
nothing; and there is one thing that will, under all 
vicissitudes, afford a good degree of comfort to the 
honest and well-meaning heart, — although he may not 
always be so fortunate as to be able to convince others — 
viz., That his intentions were good; and that he did what 
he could; such a testimony within a man's bosom is no 
load^ however, to carry; and the greatest (possessing 
honest principles) have this to boast ; and the least, with 
the same heart, enjoys the same consolation. 

For my own part, dear Charles, I feel with the utmost 
sensitiveness, the importance of the work unto which 
God, my Heavenly Father, has been pleased to call me; 

and had I not entered into the Sanctuary of the Lord — 
VOL. XV L 
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into the secret place of the Most High ; and known to a 
certainty that I do abide under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty, and knowing also the event of my engagement ; 
I must ere this, have fainted, and been driven back. 

For, for a character like myself — by nature timorous, 
averse to popularity, nor aiming at singularity, but of 
entirely domestic mind and habits — to set out upon such 
an enterprise, to engage in such an undertaking, is strange 
indeed, out of all reason ! Besides having comparatively 
always lived an obscure life, and uneducated, and having 
little knowledge of the attainments of men in learning 
and science, with whom I must naturally expect to come 
in contact ; what could possess me, to leave my humble 
awl and end, my hammer and my last, and my musical 
lapstone, upon which I have beaten some hides of leather, 
and earned many an honest and quiet shilling and pound ; 
surrounded by a domestic and sentimental family, my 
offsprings, in whose society I took pleasure, indeed it was 
not the least of my pleasures to work and provide food 
for them with these hands, and then to see them enjoy it 

What I say, could possess a character of my habits, 
description and circumstances, to leave those simple and 
innocent enjoyments, and to come out and engage in 
tumults, in watchings, in painfulness; enduring defama- 
tion, persecution, reproach, and calumny, and the evil 
suspicions of men, their controversies and gainsayings ; 
to be suspected by the unlearned, as an impostor; and 
by many an honest-hearted man, as having it in con- 
templation to make gain of him, and that money was 
our object ; and I know that those who do most fervently 
wish to be free from wrong thoughts, at times have them 
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coming in like a flood upon them. (I don't say that this 
is the case with yourself, or Father.) And upon the back 
of all this, to have numerous complicated questions pro- 
posed to me, which even those who ask them, would not, 
as yet, be able to comprehend when answered ; and if an 
answer is given : — One says: * Ah, I cannot take that in.* 
Another says: 'Ah, he applies everything to himself.' 
A third says : ' I fear it's all a hoax, God has been a long 
time promising, and nothing is come yet' A fourth says : 
' Well, if God does not do as I think it ought to be, I'll 
have no more to do with it' A fifth says : * Well, I'll wait 
a little longer, and see.' A sixth says : * Ah, he can turn 
the Scriptures anyway.' Another says : * It is my opinion 
that they are making a good thing out of it' * Well,' says 
another, ' I must confess I am rather suspicious of it ; they 
shall have but little from me.' And, ' there are some things 
I don't like,' says another. 

These, with many other things, besides the gigantic 
arguments of men to cope with ; and to be called a Fool, 
a Fanatic, a Madman, and a Knave: — Good God! who 
would choose it for the wages I have of men ! ! Surely I 
should faint with the prospect in view, only that I believe 
to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the Living ; 
and only that I know that God has called me in a super- 
natural manner ; and, as I have said, that the end is Eternal 
Peace to myself and the true believers. 

And I rejoice to know that there are some of strong 
minds, and sound judgment, and whose aflections are 
truly set upon things that are above, for whose sake I 
feel that I could endure all things. 

And as for the others, I will do all I can for them, 
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with all my heart too, so far as they will allow me; I 
will try to lead them, until they are able to walk alone. 
But as for me — who will lead me? 'She hath none to 
guide her, in all the sons she hath brought forth/ But 
I find that I have already written enough for a letter, 
before I come to what I first took up my pen for, which 
is just to notice a question of yours in a letter dated the 
loth of December last. . . . 

[Here follows the instruction on the Hereafter State 
(Printed), see Vol. IV., p. 286, for Reprint.] 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

January^ Year 8. 

My dear Brother, — We have just received ^£\o note 
which came from you enclosed in a letter, but your letter 
is retained by the Governor, and we are not to have it. 

We return you our most heartfelt thanks for your 
kindness, and are sorry that we cannot have your letter to 
answer ; there is objection made to a sentence or two at 
the close (in particular), you will perhaps recollect it 

I have been for several days wishing to write to you 
and to others, but I feel so much on account of the 
restriction that I am under, that I must say only such and 
such things and no more, and must not express the know- 
ledge that God has given me of His Word, which is 
bestowed for your edification and comfort, that I am as 
it were disheartened from writing at all. 

Yet I fear that some of my kind Friends will almost 
think me unmindful of their favours. 

'Solomon' says (Eccles vii. 7), 'Surely oppression 
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maketh a wise man mad ! ' Then if it has such an 
effect upon a wise man, you will not wonder at a fool 
(as I am) being a little disconcerted by it. For you 
know that I am the first of F-o-o-ls, and (what is very 
strange) I am not ashamed to own it. Now there are 
many that would not like such a title, they would think 
themselves very much degraded thereby ; but if you 
will look at it both ways, you will see that there is 
something in it that men are not aware of. 

But I am not allowed to explain it, through oppression 
that maketh a wise man mad, and puts a fool a little bit 
out of the way. And what is to be done ? for the great 
'wise' men cannot explain it, as it is only 'he that 
hideth who can find.' So the xAxoX-prophet Nixon said 
to the King, when His Majesty, thinking himself wise, 
and that he could outwit the fool, hid his ring, and 
asked Nixon to find it for him ; pretending to have 
lost it 'No, no,' said Nixon, 'He that hideth must 
find.' But however, the King was wise enough to be 
convinced that Nixon was a Prophet Well, God has 
hidden the meaning of His Word; but how many 
thousands there are that pretend to be wise, but have not 
half the sense that the poor drivelling Nixon had in this 
case ; he never attempted to go in search of the Ring, 
for the place was not made known to him ; but the Spirit 
ol QoA, through the poor simple f^ya», answered the King; 
and I am as big a fool as Nixon, for I say unto all the 
great and wonderful ' Commentators,' who have spent so 
much time vainly in search of the Ring (the Truth of the 
Scriptures), 'Ah Sirs, vain is your search, had you 
hidden the Ring, you would know where to find it ; but 
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you are not in the secret It is He that hideth can find, 
and He alone I 

Now I won't give you any of my doctrine {see John 
vii. i6), for I am not allowed to do that, the Gentlemen 
here forbid it, and you will excuse me for I will not break 
the rule. Therefore, just as a specimen of God's doings in 
hiding the meaning of Scripture (so that the Devil him- 
self could not discover it), let me refer you to that 
passage in Rev. xiv. i — ' And I looked, and lo, a Lamb 
stood on Mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty 
and four thousand, having his Father's Name written 
in their foreheads.' Mind, it was the LamVs Fathet^s 
name that was written on them. 

Now Brother Bradley, pray what is the name of a 
Lamb's Father ? Must it not be Ram, certainly so, and 
no one can deny it (Look to your lexicon : ' Ram ' 
signifies the High God.) And this is not my doctrine, 
but fair sound plain sense. Now you see the truth a 
little of what I say, that it is He that hideth can find ; 
whoever yet told you the identical name that this number 
of people had written on their foreheads ? but this was it, 
R-am I Here's a secret, hid so deep that I challenge all 
who ever wore an Apron (I mean the Masons, not the 
Church Clergy, of course) to say that they ever knew this. 
But I appeal to sense, if it is not a just explanation that 
Ram must be the Name of a lamb's father ? and this was 
written on the foreheads of the 144-0-0-0, that were 

What delightful artifice is employed here by oor Master, who— himself 
taught by every conceivable metaphor of the Spirit — uses this clever device to 
convey (concealed) the most momentous spiritual instruction to his * children^* 
and thus acquainted with him ; while evading the supervision of His would-be 
censors, by the subtle ingenuity of the figurative expression of it— C. B. H. 
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redeemed from the earth, and sung the new song. And 
now to find out who these where, you must consider, first 
the figure i means Jesus, the two 4's make 8, which 
signify Christ [the 'Son of the Eighth day,' Vol. VI., p. 38], 
and the three o's are the Holy Trinity, which Three are 
One in Christ Jesus! 

What religion then is like Christianity, which unfolds 
this Mystery? What Infidel could find it out? Those 
that deny Christ cannot enter into the Heavenly knowledge 
and light, because He who hid the Word is not in them, 
and it is He alone that can find. 

I must now conclude this, and just say with reference 
to your letter being kept from us, I do not wonder at the 
strong expressions used by yourself and others, who 
naturally feel grieved at the marked injustice which has 
been exercised in our case, originating in religious pre- 
judice. This is the ground of the prosecution against us 
from the first; and you were at the trial and saw how 
unfairly we were dealt with, and heard the terrible 
Sentence of 18 months' imprisonment passed upon us. 
And what for? Only for explaining the Scriptures 
clearly, by which God is honoured, and the Merits of 
Christ openly shown. But our language upon these 
subjects, and the manner of treating them was not 
understood; and the Bigoted Zealots (I mean the poor 
ignorant people that first stirred up the mischief against 
us), having fixed in their minds that they are the people 
and wisdom shall die with them, felt alarmed, and without 
judging anything with just consideration, proceeded to 
crush by power what they could not overthrow by 
argument. What is my 'crime' in reality? Preaching 
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that there is a God, and that God is true and Taithrul to 
fulfil His Word; and that Christ hath come according 
to the Scriptures to be the Saviour of the World ! 

This is my, crinUy and this only, and to be imprisoned 
for this faith in a ' Christian ' Country, and then not to be 
allowed to write upon the Sacred Word of Truth, which 
alone would edify and console my friends, is I must say, 
arbitrary and cruel. 

But never mind, Brother : we will complain against the 
injustice, this we ought to do, not only for our own rights 
individually, but for the universal good, and to try and 
get the evil removed. 

Therefore we will choose the language of complaint to 
set forth our grievances, and the strength and power of 
sound reason, which will yet be effectual for us. Do not 
use any expression in your letters that might be made 
use of against you to your injury, and be the means of 
their being kept from us. 

In every other respect but stopping my writings, the 
Magistrates have treated us with great civility; but I 
would choose rather to be deprived of every other 
privilege, than to stop the stream of Light, and thus debar 
me from the innocent pleasure of explaining the Word of 
God, and my friends from the consolation of receiving the 
same. — I remain your aflfectionate Brother, ZiON. 

Your token of love and kindness to us, came in good 
time. Please give our love to your family, and our dear 
Friends all, though I will not name them. Sister Harris 
thinks me a long time in writing to her ; but hope she will 
see that she has nud of patience. 
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We look in the 'Dispatch' every week, but nothing 
appears yet on our behalf. Patience be our guide; and 
love and wisdom be our safe harbour. 

I have to inform you that Mr F. has removed from 
where he lived, so do not address to him any more there. 
He is a man of liberal principles, and I doubt not would 
do us all the service he could, but we don't know where 
he is gone to. 

We have not Petitioned the House ourselves, but have 
written to Mr O'Connell, M.P. for Dublin, describing our 
case. Also wrote again to Sir T. Denman some time 
back, but no answer. He was here at Derby for the 
Assizes, but we would not trouble him, nor write to him 
in the form of a Petition. And indeed, to be compelled 
to ^petition ' at all, in a free and * Christian * Country, in my 
opinion sullies our English liberty. To represent our 
case in writing, is well; but for an Englishman to be 
obliged to beg to be heard, is, I think, degrading. 

But we feel more thankful to yourself and all the 
friends who have interested themselves for us, than 
language can express. 

I intend writing again, perhaps before the week is out. 
Excuse the delay in answering, it was too late for the 
post when we received your Present 



TO C. BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

February^ Year 8. 

You have written to Mr Field, and he is greatly 
obliged to you be assured, for your noble and generous 
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exertions in the grand and best of all causes — Reform. 
You have performed a service for which that Gentleman, 
and every friend of his will ever esteem you, and in this I 
have said all that I can on this point ; but should be glad 
to be privileged with the liberty of coming and expressing 
my thanks in person, and who knows but that by your 
efforts this might be brought about 

However, should it even fail, your goodness will be just 
the same, ever remembered with gratitude inexpressible, 
both by Zion and James. 

You have given me a deal of instruction in the form 
of Petitioning, etc., for which I return you sincere thanks. 

We are much obliged also by your writing to Mr 
Carlile, and are truly thankful to him ; likewise for your 
letter of thanks on our behalf to the Editor of the 
' Dispatch.' 

That was a noble speech of ' Publico's.' 

Poor Mr Lowe has not gone low enough yet; they 
are all seeking the living among the dead ; they are look- 
ing for 'Joanna' in the wrong place, she is out of the 
grave, and is risen. You could not have sent a better 
answer than you did, it was just the thing. 

We very much approved of your spirited letter directed 
to us, I wonder they let it come in. What whims they 
take; they are not judges of doctrine, nor of anything 
else. Excuse me saying more, I have not been able to 
write much for some days, being afflicted with such pain 
in my head. 

There are two or three Epistles getting forward, that 
you will shortly have. 

We long to see you all, but we are obliged to take 
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large Pills of Patience, and we beg to recommend them 
from the same Doctor to you. I know not anything better. 
Do not be discouraged at anything you hear or see ; you 
must not expect much Reform from the present Parlia- 
ment as it is. But we shall have it, never fear that 
Let the Boil come to a head, for it must before the 
corruption can be drawn out 

The opposing powers adown shall fall, 
And Jesus Christ be all in all. 

Farewell for the present. — Your loving Brothers, 

ZioN and James. 

Thanks to your Father for his kindness in writing to 
Lord Melbourne. Am happy to inform you that I am 
better in health than when I last wrote. The Carrier is 
about going, or would write more. 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

February 18, Year 8. 

My dear Brother, — I fear you will think me a long 
time silent, and at the present I cannot write much, on 
account of a violent pain in my head, having caught cold 
in this chill Stone Den. I have been much afflicted too 
with wind in the bowels for several days, which caused 
great pain, insomuch that I have been unable to attend to 
my writing. 

This affliction of my body, together with the affliction 
of mind occasioned by the decree of the gods of Derby, 
that I must not send out any more of my writings, has, I 
confess, been a great trial to me, but it is all right I know. 
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and is working together for good ; for their tyranny and 
arbitrary conduct has wrung from my heart many a bitter 
cry, and has sent many a petition to my God who called 
me (even by name) and swore unto me, sa)ring, * I the 
Lord God Almighty swear unto thee, John Ward, that 
my vengeance shall come upon all thy enemies.' The 
late persecution has caused me to come before my God, 
and to bring His own Oath and Promise which he made 
to me, and to claim the fulfilment of the same in the fullest 
extent and latitude thereof. And, Brother, this must be 
done for you all, for you are all in my heart, God has laid 
you on my heart, with all your complaints and sorrows, so 
that He might be * inquired of by the House of Israel to 
do it for us. He hath performed His promise to me with 
respect to my invisible enemies; He hath dashed in pieces 
the enemy for me, and put the sword in my hand and 
taught my hands to war and my fingers to fight He 
covered my head in the day of battle, and I have fought 
the good fight I have finished my course ; I have kept 
the faith ; and He hath set me above my invisible foes, 
and everlastingly fixed me in the Land of the Promise, 
eternally shut in from every foe, and from henceforth I am 
expecting till all my enemies — that now lift up their horn 
on high, and say, ' Persecute and take him, there is none to 
deliver him' — be brought down. Till then my prayer 
shall be to the God of my Life, and I will give him no rest 
till he make His New Jerusalem a praise in the earth as 
He hath promised; and I know that He is the faithful 
God. I will call upon Him, and He shall hear my voice, 
because for this very thing am I come to the Kingdom. 
I will represent your wrongs in the Court of Equity, and 
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your grievances shall be redressed ; God hath said it, and 
shall he not do it ? Therefore be of good cheer, for you 
have a ' Wonderful Counsellor ' at Court ; yea, a * Mighty 
God ! ' an * Everlasting Father,* and ' Prince of Peace,* 
even the Eternal Son of God, who is your Mediator and 
Intercessor with God.^ 

Your last letters were retained by the authorities, nor 
would they condescend to tell us for what cause they kept 
them from us. Is not this tyrannical ! Why should they 
prevent our communication with our friends, in a common 
way? It ought to be made known to the House of 
Commons. 

However, we have found a way to get our writings out ; 
a small bit of gold has opened a private door for that 
purpose, and this does relieve my mind in some degree ; 
so shall take up my pen s^ain. You will please to direct 
(anything particular) as follows : — Mr J. Field, in care of 
Mr Griffith Broughton, 18 City Road, Derby, and your 
letters will be conveyed to us; and you can also send 
direct to the Prison, but you must not say anything to 
irritate ^the * Gods ' (for they are angry gods), or they 
will not let us see the letter. 

They will not stop money or eatables, but anything 
of the Doctrine, or any acknowledgment of my being the 
Servant of God, they cannot bear, or that any inquiry 
should be made of me on Divine things. Certainly not ! 
What do you pay such large sums to Bishops for, if 
another is to come and supersede them ? It is indeed 

' We now realise the trath and force of this adjuration — not according to 
natural expectations or finite reason, which is but vanity! — ^but in the 
strength of faith, and power of judgment to see the Battle nwiy.— C. B. H. 
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provoking, we must admit But let them go about Zion, 
and let them growl and make noises like dogs, and let 
them groan (this is the right word, not 'grudge') one 
against the other, if they cannot be satisfied ; they must 
have the Truth after all their striving against it. You'll 
see the * wise ' will be taken in their own craftiness ; the 
steps they have taken to put us down, will help us for- 
ward. ' Publicola's ' out-and-out declaration in the * Dis- 
patch' is clever indeed, I should be glad for our Creed 
and Pamphlets to be sent to him ; and to Lord Brougham, 
Messrs Scholefield & Attwood, and Mr Hume, and Mr 
Beauclerk, just at this time, as it appears as if the subject 
will be brought forward in Parliament shortly. 

Yet I fear I shall be putting rather too much upon 
you, but our Friends in London seem hardly fit to engage 
in these things ; they have a Petition there numerously 
signed, which will be presented by Mr Hume. 

I have not time just now to inform you of the 
* Hoax ' that I sent to Nottingham, but you have heard 
something about it, but not all, there was a cause for 
it which you will know shortly. My head is so bad that 
I write with difficulty, even what I have done now; so 
those who are expecting letters from me, will please 
to be patient, and I will not forget them. 

We'll give the Clergy some straightforward truths if 
we get into the field s^ain ; it shall be proved what an 
imposition they are. We will show that the system of 
Priestcraft is the very root of all the miseries of man- 
kind ; for there will be no complete Reform while Bishops 
can have their £70,000 and £gofyoo a year. How can 
it be expected that honest men will wish the office, none 
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but covetous beings would have the effrontery and 
hardihood to take such enormous sums from the 
people. 

Never was a nation so imposed on as the English, in 
this respect. * Surely/ says the Rev. Prelate the Bishop 
of London, '£6^,000 a year cannot be too much to 
maintain the dignity of the Church?' Is not this 
enough, Brother Bradley, to provoke a Saint^ and so many 
thousands of people can hardly exist? I warrant it 
would make St Peter speak, or Moses either, meek as 
'tis said he was. 

But I must conclude this; do not answer this letter 
in any one you may direct to the Gaol, for by that we 
should be detected. 

Accept of our kind love, both from James and Zion, 
to yourself and beloved family, and all the Friends. 

ISB. This letter goes out by the Private door. 

When you send to Nottingham, request Mr Pierce 
to send you the letter Brother James wrote [January 11], 
wherein he vindicates Zion, for he felt much for the way 
that some of the Nottingham Friends spoke and acted 
in the disagreement that there was a little while back.' I 
do not wish to renew it, nor to let the faults of one 
Brother be known to another, if I can help it ; and it was 
from this principle alone, that I have been silent about 
it when I wrote to you. Mr Pierce has kindly sent us a 
sovereign this week, a donation from himself. 



' The correspondence relating to this (extending from November, Year 
7, to end of January, Year 8), gives valuable insight of his position among us 
as a matti which subjected him to mere HM/Mm/ judgment, whilst his spiritual 
prerogative, and consequent personal superiority, was unperceived by the 
self-righteousness of Auman reason. — C B. H. 
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TO C BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

Dbrby Gaol, February 26, Year 8. 

My DEAR Brother, — I know your generous bosom 
glows with true zeal for the universal good ; and O ! I 
long for the day, when thousands of my fellow-men I 
shall behold, whose noble breasts are kindled with the 
same fire, and burning with the same Divine flame. 
Divine! is it? Yes, dear Friend, it is Divine, for such 
principles are formed in the mind by the God of Love, 
who is the God we worship and adore; and the spirit 
of universal love the Scriptures inculcate, and it is 
taught throughout those Sacred Writings from begin- 
ning to end. But alas, mortals (in general) are as yet 
purblind as to their beauties, and few there are indeed, 
who have discovered that golden vein which runs 
through the Sacred Volume of Inspiration, that leads 
direct to the Fountain and Source of all blessedness, 
which vein, if once a man finds in his earnest search 
after Truth, so powerful are its leadings, so promising 
— so captivating its allurements, and so Divine its 
charms, that it is impossible to check the ardour of 
his soul^ because it g^ves a sure and certain hope of 
glorious resurrection into the very Divine Image. This 
blessed hook having once taken hold of the mind, the 
man can neither stop nor stay, until he enjoys the truth 
and fulness of that promise, viz., * My people shall be 
satisfied with my goodness, saith the Lord' Yet here 
he cannot stop, no, that would be selfish, which would 
be incompatible with this noble spirit, that cannot live 
for itself alone. 
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But such a knowledge, and such an experience, and 
the sweet enjoyment of the mind under the influence of 
the Divine Good, inspires the recipient of the Heavenly 
Benediction with a love like that of the Sovereign 
Almighty Intelligence and Love, who alone is the sweet 
Inspirer and the powerful Influencer of the bosom 
where love dwells; which spirit in those who yield 
to its mild sway, thoroughly purifies the heart, and I 
say, like its All-glorious Author, it will not be happy 
alone. 

But as the great First Cause sends forth the bright 
beams of His Eternal Love, to gladden our hearts with 
the sweet glance of His overcoming countenance, that 
we might know Him in His love, after the long and 
dark night of ignorance; so those who are tinctured 
with a ray from that bright Sun now risen in the new 
Heavens, resemble their adorable Parent, filled with the 
spirit of universal love and benevolence to all their 
fellows without distinction, fired with the noble senti- 
ments of Justice, Truth and Righteousness ; and know- 
ing that every being of the human race has a natural 
right to demand justice to be administered under every 
circumstance, by those who are invested with power, 
and to whom the distribution is entrusted; and that 
truth and righteousness^ combined with the enjoyment 
of the former (Justice), can alone relieve the groaning 
human race from their accumulated and complicated 
miseries, and render them happy ; he is filled with humble 
emulation to be good and useful to his fellow-men. 
Live to himself he cannot, because he has a heart that 

feels another's woe ; and his enjoyments are not without 
VOL, XV M 
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a taste of bitters, while he beholds around him suflfering 
humanity. 

He looks not with hateful scorn and contempt upon 
those whose minds are cooped up, as it were, within a 
nutshell of some stupid and erroneous religious opinion, 
or imprisoned within the narrow confines of some creed 
adopted by his Ancestors, which, since its first formation 
and adoption, has operated upon the minds of men like 
the atmosphere of the Arctic regions acts upon the 
bodies of those who are natives of milder climes, freez- 
ing every nerve and sinew of the mind, making its be- 
nevolence, both in principle and practice, as limited as 
the miserable creed to which he subscribes, which allows 
salvation (perhaps) to those of its own small circle, while 
it consigns over to inevitable woe the countless myriads 
of the world besides. Out of which creed the poor be- 
numbed mind dare not look for a moment to seek for 
better information, lest his Priest should denounce the 
awful curse of excommunication upon him, and deliver 
him over to everlasting torments. 

I say, we look not with scorn upon these, who are 
compelled by the terms of a certain creed to live under 
this spiritual frigid zone, or under the rigid rules of 
some ignorant taskmasters, who by a sanctimonious 
observance of what they term * holy ordinances,' and by 
an hypocritical assumption of an extreme pious demeanour, 
tyrannise over the minds of the weak and credulous. 

But we look with pity to think that man should be 
so cramped in his ideas, and that he dare not attempt 
an expansion of them, lest he should incur the censure 
and displeasure of his ' pious ' driver. 
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We lament to see a man so bewitched with the 
sorcery of old cunning Jugglers, whether of ancient or 
modem times, whose notions about God, and their re- 
ligious inventions — by which they teach God must be 
worshipped — have barred and bolted the hearts of those 
who receive them, against every /r^^ and generous senti- 
ment; and have' shut up the bowels of compassion 
against all but those of their own sect So that his 
clay-cold breast is a total stranger to the feeling of that 
warm blood, that flows abundantly through the gener- 
ous bosom of those, whose hearts are enlarged with the 
certain knowledge that God is Love; and who thereby 
are so actuated as to let the same spirit beam forth 
upon everyone who bears the human form. To all 
of whom they would gladly convey that Divine Intelli- 
gence by which they themselves are unmanacled, and 
which has enabled them to shake off the chains that 
have so long bound them to false notions, and useless — nay 
idol ceremonies, and to spring into freedom ; so that they 
are now bold enough to think, judge, know, understand, 
and enjoy for themselves, not standing in need of the 
teaching or dictation of any mock * Saint,' or * Mr Demure,* 
that might be beautifully painted on the outside, while 
inwardly full of rottenness and corruption. 

O Liberty, how sweet and precious art thou ! Who 
can set a just value upon thine inestimable worth? On 
thy strong Eagle-pinions (even while my person is con- 
fined within these strong walls, while massive bars and 
bolts, and locks with inextricable wards keep fast the 
door of my cell) I soar on high, and range at perfect 
liberty through immeasurable space, and glide through 
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lucid air from world to world, exploring remote regions, 
by ancient Sages quite unknown; and obtaining the 
knowledge of those mysteries into which they desired 
to look, but with their utmost power of intellect, and 
stretch of thought, failed to comprehend. 

O thou Eternal Lover — my God, and yours too ! with 
Thee I freely can converse. Where shall I language find 
to speak Thy praise, or who shall join me in the sweet 
and loud ' Hosanna ' ? O shall not the countless num- 
bers of my race, who bear this self-same form and image, 
arise to Life Divine, by Thy Life-giving Word re- 
newed ; and on this very earth — the Theatre (hitherto) 
of vice, oppression, weal and woe, wrong and misery, 
— free, free from every pain and poignant grief, and 
languishing disease of mind and body both, with golden 
Harps n^zcz-toned by Seraph's Heavenly skill, Thine 
endless praises sing. For that to us — yea, to us men 
long sunk in blackest night — the bright and Morning 
Star appears, the Day-spring from on high hath visited 
and redeemed. And now indeed we know that Thy great 
Nature, and Thy Name is Love! 

Dear Brother, of this one thing be certain, that neither 
myself nor my companion our Prosecutors envy, nay, 
but we forgive, as well you know. What strange * Im- 
postors ' we? to whom the God of Love and Power 
imparts such tokens of His Grace, that (alas) I grieve 
to see, our bitter foes do not enjoy. But so it is with 
us, the truth I solemnly delare, our lot we would refuse 
to change (though in a Prison bound) with any proud 
Oppressor on the earth, who, a 'religious* spleen to 
gratify (Good Heaven! and is there in existence such 
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a foul fiend?), or else with shining dust his chest to 
fill, in secret lurks till he descries a victim unprotected 
and defenceless, then, vulture-like, advants^e takes of 
power and pounces upon his prey. 

my soul, into their secret come thou not ; and unto 
their assembly, mine honour, thou never can'st united be ! 

From ZiON, YouK TRUE Friend and Brother. 

Several letters have been kept back from us, perhaps 
containing information of your kind exertions for our 
liberation. I do think that it would be but just to let 
us know for what cause they retain them. 

1 would not advise your coming to Derby to dis- 
tribute any publications. Bless you, take care of your 
life, for we found those at this place, who would not mind 
swearing away our lives ; nor did the fear of everlasting 
pain deter them from swearing falsely in our case. 

I have written to Mr O'Connell, and intend also writ- 
ing to Mr Hume. 

I must inform you that our Governor says that he 
thinks you ' romance,' but indeed we know that you 
mean what you say. The things that occupy our atten- 
tion are of too serious and important a nature to jest 
about The law did not think that we were 'romanc- 
ing,' if so, our prosecutors have sported with the keen 
feelings of men of sentiment and sensitiveness. 

I am not very well in health ; we much wish to know 
how your Mother is, give our kind love to her and 
Father and family. We thank you for your letter to 
Mr F., he is a gentleman of liberal views, and would 
receive it well 
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February lA^ KurS. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— Your kind letter of the 
23rd was received yesterday morning, in which you 
inform us that the Political Unions, and others of liberal 
sentiments, seem now inquisitive respecting us, no doubt 
with a view to petition Parh'ament for a redress of the 
general grievances ; which is a most laudable way of pro- 
ceeding, and commends itself to every man that delights 
in peace. I feel confident that if all the wrongs are repre- 
sented to Parliament in terms according to their nature, 
they must be remedied. 

You inquire what are the privileges we have in this 
Prison, and what are our restrictions. First, we have the 
liberty of finding our own provisions, and are allowed to 
get our washing done outside ; for these two privileges we 
are thankful. We were allowed for six months to write 
our opinions upon the Scriptures, and we did so just as 
freely as when we were at large ; but we think it strange 
that now we have received orders not to send any of our 
writings on the Scriptures out at all. 

We wonder that as our doctrines are counted so per- 
nicious, we were allowed to send our writings out for six 
months after we were brought in here. 

I really feel loth now to take up my pen to address my 
friends in any way, for I don't know what to write, for it 
appears that we are not allowed to express anything like 
a religious sentiment. Last Wednesday, one of our 
friends, while we stood at the window of the Lodge 
talking with them, asked me the meaning of Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. I was proceeding to 
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answer, but was told to be silent, and one of the Turn- 
keys was ordered to take us back to our ward, for there 
are two or three persons always stand to hear our con- 
versation. I do not know what they conceive of us: I 
think sometimes that they must have a notion that we are 
unfriendly to the State, and that we are persons of very 
evil intentions. But if this is their idea of us, indeed they 
do us much wrong ; all that we wish is liberty of con- 
science, and to be allowed to worship God in the way we 
are convinced is consistent with His Sacred Word, and with 
right reason ; and not to be persecuted for our opinions ; 
which liberty we trust the Reformed Parliament will 
establish for the Universal good. 

It is a truly hard case that we dare not even express in 
our letters our love for our God, but that our minds must 
be continually on the rack, fearing that by expressing 
ourselves according to the honest dictates of a heart of 
love towards God and His Word, and towards our fellow- 
men, our meaning might be wrongly construed, and some 
further restrictions be laid upon us for it ; so that not only 
are our persons imprisoned, but our minds are in an in- 
quisition too. 

We cannot think that the law of the country, or the 
Government themselves are so rigid as not to allow us to 
have any religious feelings, or to express ourselves in a 
Scriptural way, because we do not belong to the Church of 
England, or adhere to its forms. Surely they are not so 
arbitrary and oppressive ; we were baptized in the Church, 
and we are truly 'Protestants'; we remember our Bap- 
tismal vow, made by our Sponsors on our behalf, viz., 
that we should ' renounce the Devil and all his works, the 
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pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful 
lusts of the flesh ; and that we should keep God's Holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the same all the 
days of our lives.' 

And this is our religion, not to be content with having 
this vow made for us but to perform it For it is not 
enough to make a vow merely, but the Scriptures command 
us to ' perform unto the Lord our oaths ' ; and we know 
that it is better not to vow than to vow and not pay, for 
* God has no delight in fools.' We cannot be content with 
the form, and therefore we do renounce the Devil and all 
his dead works in every shape, and the pomps and vanities 
of the mere 'form,' for it is but a vain thing; and we 
renounce all the sinful lusts of the flesh, being informed by 
the Scriptures of Truth that, 'flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God.' * Neither doth corruption 
inherit incorruption.' 

And the Holy will of God, and His command is, for us 
to have the Grace itself, and not the form only ; and in 
this we strive to walk all the days of our life, and this is 
Xht petformance of our Baptismal vow. 

And we believe that it is not the literal act of baptism 
in the Church form that makes us Protestants, but the 
actual performances'' of our vow made in the baptism. 

They mistake us therefore, to think that we are 
against the Churchy we are not, but are opposed to hypo- 
crisy ; and there is in the Church now, many an honest 
clergyman who would approve of these sentiments upon 
these points. Happy should we be to see all people /i^/ 
in practice their baptismal vow. If they do this, nothing 
is better, for it is truly Scriptural. And to be shut up in 
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Prison for this, and denied all social intercourse for 
eighteen long months is hard, cruel, and unchristianlike, 
and contrary to the very profession of piety that is made. 
I have written a long letter to Sister Rowland on spiritual 
things several days ago, but it was stopped. We thank 
you for your kindness and zeal in getting up a Petition ; 
and am sorry that you have so much to discourage you, 
shall write more particulars next time. Love to yourself 
and all friends. I send this by the Railway. 



April I, YearS. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— We received the Parcel you 
kindly sent us, this morning, containing half-a-sovereign 
from a Sister, for which please to present our grateful 
acknowledgments. There was a letter also from my Son 
who is in the East Indies, of which I am very glad ; he has 
been away about eight years. It contained likewise a 
letter from Mr Paine, he wants £ii more from us. 
What a thing it is to get into a Lawyer's hands ; however, 
we cannot attend to it just now, he must wait awhile, but 
we should be glad to have done with it. I have the 
pleasure to say that I am fairly well in health /i^/ at the 
present, and so is James. 

We are sorry to hear of Brother Liddell being so ill, 
and hope he has good attendance, for his complaint is 
a dangerous one, and a severe trial indeed. 

It is grievous to hear of the accident on the Man- 
chester Railway, but it is all in the course of Providence. 
Our friends I think will not travel that way again, I trust 
your Sister and Daughter will return safe. 
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I feel truly pained to be hindered of writing to you 
freely upon our favourite topic, but be patient, dear Friends, 
all of you, and your loss will be made up with double 
interest Large pills of patience are the only remedy I 
find for the disorder that this restriction has brought upon 
me, viz., a pain in the worst part of the body that can (by 
a Paddy) be affected. I fear sometimes that some of the 
friends will feel hurt that I do not write to them oftener, 
but there is a cause ; — / am another Man's servant (under, 
stand me), I am not my own ! and the people have the 
Word that has come through me, and this is sufficient 
for everyone, and it is to it they must look, and those who 
see and enjoy the Light truly, must know that if the 
Instrument was not accepted, it would not have been 
employed in so great a work ; and from the nature of the 
Cause altogether, they must know that everyone of them 
are, and ever will be dear to me ; and so shall I be to them 
while grass grows and water runs. And those who have 
not received the Word truly, will surely find some pretext 
for departing from it. I am led and directed in all I do, 
and the people are proved by certain trials whether or not 
they can live wholly on the Word, without any other 
prop ; and I have been led to give you at Nottingham a 
little reproof, which is all for your good, for the depth of 
your knowledge and understanding in the Word is then 
manifest to yourselves, and also the strength of your love, 
which without trials could not be brought to the test ; and 
those who abide in love will have a happy reflection by- 
and-by when the Divine Man in me is more manifest, 
and will surprise those who have grown cold in the time 
of trial, and have unfortunately given their hearts and 
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tongues a liberty which will sting them afterwards, and 
greatly mar their comforts. Yet these shall not be for- 
gotten by me, — 

' But not complete the sinnei^s state, will be found in the end, 
When they for my fortime seek : a deep well they will find.' 

Now, dear Brother, you are at liberty to make out the 
account of what Nottingham has subscribed for the support 
of the Cause, from any time back that you think proper, 
if you think it necessary ; I shall be quite agreeable to 
anything of the kind, and shall be greatly obliged by 
your correcting any error that might be in the account as 
we have made it out 

To-day, April i, we have received the parcel from 
Blythe, containing ;f 3, 4s. 6d., for which we heartily thank 
them, and yourself for your prompt attention unto us at 
all times. 

We cannot have any printing done at the present ; 
what do you think of getting twelve volumes of the 
Works bound, and sending one to each place ? By that 
we may ascertain how many subscribers we might get 
towards 50 or 100 of them. I think we should run no 
rjsk, however, in getting a dozen done for a trial. 

Thus far I had written on the 28th March, and then 
April I, intending to send directly, and now it is the loth 
April. You will be surprised at the delay. But be 
assured there was cause ; it was not negligence, neither a 
wish to keep you in suspense ; you have not merited any 
kind of inattention from mte, but far otherwise. But I am 
frequently very poorly in health ; and I have wished to say 
many things, but being prevented of that pleasure has 
much grieved me, more than I can express at this time. 
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And the complication of things altogether, has affected 
my mind heavily, for I would not willingly pain you, 
neither would you wound me, I am sure ; but believe it 
shall all turn out for the best 

Do not be over anxious about anything. I will ever 
say, to your praise, that you have always been punctual 
and prompt in your attention to us. You have acted a 
most honourable and upright part in everything towards 
us. Do not be too urgent when we do not answer you 
directly. We are prisoners, and cannot always send letters 
when we would. 

We have received everything safe at every time, what- 
ever you have sent I have written to the Blythe Friends. 
Mrs Booth has been as a Mother to us, ever since our 
confinement; she seems to break much in constitution, 
for which we feel much, as she is obliged to persevere in 
her avocation, and I think it is too fatiguing for her at her 
time of life. 

Accept of my kind love to all, and the same from 
Brother James. Farewell. — From your ever-loving friend 
and Brother, ZiON. 



TO C BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

My dear Brother, — You have, I doubt not, ex- 
pected a letter from me ere this, but I cannot move a step 
faster than I do, I assure you, for my way is marked out, 
and you know the Scripture says these words, 'Thou 
Most Upright, dost weigh the path of the Just' And it 
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affords us strong consolation to see and know that the 
Eternal Wisdom worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will, and therefore we are but agents by whom 
He works, yea, all of us, each one in his own proper 
sphere, and this knowledge reconciles me even to the 
restrictions that I am under in this Prison. Nay, I 
perhaps ought not to call it by that name, for if the mind 
is not imprisoned, the man is not,y&r // is the mind that is 
the ntan. And I know no prison, I am a free man, nor is 
it possible for all the powers on earth to imprison me. 
But by this I do not mean to excuse injustice, or to cease 
complaining against whatever would bind with chains that 
Truth, which is sent to lead the mind of man out of the 
dark mazes of error, wherein we have been lost 

Yet all that was permitted for wise ends, for without 
it there could be no knowledge of God, and we should not 
have the pleasure of struggling out of pain into pleasure. 
I think I hear someone (very near to you) say, *A 
wonderful pleasure indeed!' Yes, I say the pleasure is 
great to fight and overcome evil, for then behold how the 
mighty promise shines, * He that overcometh shall inherit 
all things.' 

* Come, Holy Warriors, and behold your Prize 

All-glorious, dazzling ev'n to enlightened eyes. 

Come on to blest triumphant victories. 

On, prosperous, trampling down the insulting foes, 

That would the kingdom of the Lamb oppose. 
— Seize the fair Lily's vii^gin crown, and crop the Sharon rose. 

What life, what zeal, what valorous flame inspires ! 

What power can e'er resist such tenfold vigorous fires ! 
—We fight like famed heroic lovers true, 

That draw their conquering swords with their fair Prize in view I ' 

J. Lead. 
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What religion, dear Charles, is to compare to the 
Christian Reh'gion ? None ; for the Christian's soul is an 
Emanation from the Deity ! Yea, it is a part of God—^ 
Spark from the Great Eternal Fire I or a candle lit up at 
that Fire. 

So saith the Scriptures, 'The spirit of Man is the 
candle of the Lord^ — />., the Spirit of the Christian man. 

How do men say that we deny the 'Christian' Re- 
ligion, when we are the advocates of it, of its truth and 
power? I am not now preaching my Doctrine, but the 
doctrine of Cjrod and of Christ, which are one. Infidelity 
I detest : the Infidel has no Prize in view, he has nothing 
to fight for. But we see the Prize^ and we know that our 
God is faithful, and * never will we lay our weapons down, 
till we're possessed of that bright Sun, and wear that 
starry Crown' (which God promised). Let this be the 
resolution of all my Christian friends; as for my own 
part, I declare it to the honour and praise of God, I have 
that Crown though in this Gaol, and in my soul the Stars 
of it shine brighter and brighter every day, O what a 
mistake did the Judge make on the 4th August last, when 
he said that we denied a Heaven^ and thereby robbed the 
poor of the only consolation they could have in this world! 
But the Judge was told this malicious tale against us, and 
all the harm we wish his Lordship is, that for his own 
comfort in a dying hour, he may discover how he was 
imposed upon by our malicious enemies, for had he read 
my writings they would have shown him to the contrary ; 
and I know that if he should find the truth, he will be 
sorry because he condemned to sufferings those that love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who are the friends of that 
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Holy Name, and the enemies of Infidelity. And as a 
proof of this, when I was informed by one of our friends 
that your Sister had become a * Christian ' (who I know 
was an Infidel), I could not help shedding a tear: Thank 
Heaven, said I, from whence came he who was put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit ; who came 
and preached to the spirits in Prison. For what is so 
horrible a prison as Infidelity, that shuts the soul up in 
darkness and despair. Nothing can please me better, or 
so well, as to see Tom Pain's works going out of date^ and 
to see people becoming Christians, and loving the Word 
of God, wherein the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith to faith. Gladly would we take a trip to Birming- 
ham just now, if we could, and really if they would trust 
us so far, we would return like lambs to the fold, but they 
have not faith to trust us, so we must remain till Fate 
shall set us free. 

However, give our very kind love to your Sister 
Louisa, and I shall indulge the pleasing hope of seeing 
her in about ten months' time, a long period to look for, 
yet it will pass away, and absence will not diminish true 
friendship formed upon such a foundation as ours, the only 
solid Basis for lasting friendship, because it is the love of 
God in each. We love the Spirit of Truth in one another, 
and while the Truth lives, we must live in love. 

But you perceive, dear Charles, that I am so far 
fettered that I am not permitted to follow this subject 
out ; my heart is inditing the good matter, but I must 
check it This I complain of, because the Bible does not 
teach one man to lord it over another's mind and con- 
science, but it is darkness that does this, and I complain 
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of //, and all my war is against that spirit^ and not a^[ainst 
man. 

I do indeed regret that I must not pen the Word of 
God, but the friends will all know now, by this trial, the 
strength of their faith. Those who have laid up com in 
the time of plenty, that will sustain them in this time of 
scarcity. And whatever you have, trade with it and 
fptake more of it, by the time I come. 

Nothing, I assure you, is so great a trial to me, as to 
be denied the pleasure of sending you spiritual instruc- 
tion ; but bear it, and I will lay all up for you while I am 
here [vide the great Epistles^ of this 8th Year]. Be 
assured that I cannot be forgetful of yourself, or any of 
my kind friends ; but I confess I dislike to take up my 
pen to write to them when I cannot say all that I wish. 
But I well know that our Imprisonment will be a great 
trial to many of the people, and the stoutest will feel a 
little tottering at times, during our long confinement 

Already I hear of some, who seemed once amazingly 
warm, ready almost to turn aside after Smith's unhallowed 
rubbish, but where the mind is truly thoughtful, it will 
soon discover that Mr Smith's teaching is not Sanctuary 
proof. 'The fear of the Lord is the b^inning of 
wisdom ' ; and that is a path which that gentleman never 
walked in, or he would not dare to write as he does. But 
every production will prove itself, in the minds of those 
who have the weights and scales in themselves, to try all 
things by, and this is the privil^e of those who know the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and this is no small privilege, and 
no small pleasure. What delight should I feel to write 
to your dear Sister, just now, but it must not be. How- 
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ever, I shall count her one whom I have ' begotten in my 
bonds' 

I fear, my dear Brother, that you might be a little hurt 
at my long silence, yet I hope not; and I think that 
letters are hardly worth the postage when they contain no 
spiritual information. Sister Harris will feel, I think, as 
if neglected, and also her daughter, but indeed it is not so, 
but at the present I cannot tell you many things that I 
would, and you have need of patience. Mark this ! 

Our very kind love to all the family and friends, 
including yourself most heartily. Farewell. 

' All the seed of Israel shall be sifted as corn is sifted 
in a sieve, but not a grain shall fall to the earth.' ' Behold 
we count them happy who endure.' Why then there must 
be sotnething to endure. All that you have to do now is 
to guard against the snow, for it will fall in some places 
abundantly. I was buried in it myself once, therefore I 
know what an evil it is; but if you wear your scarlet 
cloak, you will take no cold. 



TO MR TWORT, (his Fellow-Prisoner). 

Derby Gaol, May 3, K»ir 8. 
Dear James, — I think I had best communicate in 
writing what I have this morning to say to you, in regard 
to the circumstances in which, by the disagreement be- 
tween us, we are now placed. For many hours past 
I have had much conflict in my mind respecting you, 

and I find a great struggle and strife within me between 
VOL. XV N 
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two strong powers ; my afTection for you and gratitude 
also for your manifest affection toward me in many 
instances, would compel me, and does strongly propel me 
to return to you,— for God is my witness that in my heart 
I love you. You must needs think that a person of my 
social disposition cannot desire to be thus solitary. No, 
your company 1 should indeed be glad of truly, were you 
living in humility and love before God ; and so disposed 
was 1, on Wednesday morning, to return to you, that in 
my note to the Governor I said that I should be glad of 
the advice of the magistrates upon the case between you 
and myself, and that whatever they would condescend to 
advise, I would submit to. For, dear James, you have 
given me no offence but what I do most heartily forgive, 
were it as much again, or ten times as much. Such I 
assure you is my love for you, so agitated have I been 
since we parted, between my own natural feelings for you, 
and believing in my soul the affectionate regard you have 
for me, that I could not give you the pain that I have 
seen you in, no not for an hour, — for I am assured that 
you suffer much on account of the separation. 

But, James, I am not my own, and I must and will obey 
the instruction that I have last night received with respect 
to you ; I made diligent inquiry what I should do, for my 
affection would gladly lead my person back to you, so that 
I have had my own will to oppose in this matter. The 
Lord, my Lord and Saviour is against my returning to 
you, at the present, however, not because of any words 
or difference between us as men, or as Brothers, but 
because you obey the Lord's enemy instead of obeying 
Him, and you are not thankful unto God for the mercies 
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that He has shown you ; and your words have been 
stout against Him, and you have set Him at defiance. 
You have said, *Let Him spit his spite upon me; let 
Him do his worst to me ! * 

And you find fault with God, and not with yourself ; 
and you have said that He is unjust in the dispensation of 
His gifts, James, in these things you have so grieved the 
Spirit of God^ that it is impossible that He can be recon- 
ciled unto you, — until you humble yourself, and God be in 
all your thoughts. I will not mention all, you know in 
yourself how wilfully and obstinately you have resisted 
the counsel of God ; God has shown you mercy, and He 
has shown it long. 

I can appeal to the all-searching eye of God, and say 
that in this, I am not following my own mind and will as 
a man, — for I have had the strongest tide of afFection and 
friendship to oppose, ere I could come to this resolution. 
But God is the God of Love, and His correction is Life ; 
He doth not afflict willingly, or grieve the children of 
men ; but He doth it that men might fear before Him ; 
and He will make you sick of stooping to, and obeying 
that horrible Spirit of pride and self-will, that you have 
yielded yourself unto as a servant ; for unto what Spirit 
we yield ourselves to obey, we are the servants of that 
Spirit, — and ' a man cannot serve two masters ' ; God is 
Love and Wisdom, Peace and Joy. Therefore be aware 
that the Lord has laid this trial upon you, and fly not in 
His face, but humble yourself under the mighty hand of 
God, and He will exalt you in due time; endure the 
chastening of the Lord, and do not faint at his corrections, 
but if he chastens come still nearer unto him. ' If I am 
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a Master, he says, where is my fear? And if I am a 
Father, where is my honour ? ' God must be honoured, 
and that from the heart, in knowledge and obedience. 
Prov. VI. 6 — * Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her 
ways, and be wise : who having no guide, overseer, or 
ruler, yet she provideth her meat in the summer, gathereth 
her food in the harvest' 

Now, who is the ant, but the only-begotten Son of 
God, and in whomsoever he is born, he maketh that mind 
conformable to himself, childlike, without guile, craft or 
deceit, but the mind innocently acts from its own innate 
principle, without having any * king, overseer, or ruler * to 
drive it to work, but it acts according to its nature, and it 
naturally gathers knowledge, power and wisdom now in 
the summer, that it might never feel the effects of winter. 
Then the exhortation is for you, Go to the ant and learn 
of her to be busy in laying up a store of provision, that 
you may have a good supply, and be delivered from want; 
for you know that while it is now summer with us, it is 
winter at the other side of the Globe ; — ^just so, while it is 
Summer with the obedient passive spirit, and knowledge, 
power and virture flow in abundantly, it is winter with 
the refractory, self-willed and disobedient spirit of man. 
And indeed, I can justly use the words of the Scripture in 
reference to yourself and myself at this time (Gal. iv. 19), 
' My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Christ be formed in you/ I have told you before, and I 
now tell you again, that there is no man on earth nearer 
to my heart than yourself, but you believed me not, but 
treated me as a liar ; but though I love you much, yet I 
will obey my God when I know His will in anything, 
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however much it might be to my discomfort in outward 
things ; for it is better for me to have all men frown on 
me than to go contrary to the Spirit of God ; my God 
would chasten me were I to disobey His will when I know 
it ; I cannot, no, though my Life were at stake, nor will I 
turn either to the right hand or to the left from His will. 
There is not a single error that I have committed since 
God has taken me to Himself, for which I have not been 
reproved (within the mind), for God will have my heart 
wholly to Himself; and shall I not endure the chastening 
of the Father of Spirits that I might fully attain unto 
God ? Not as though I have fully attained yet ; but I 
press after that perfection, and I know that I shall attain 
it But I do ever stand in fear (as a man), and obedience 
is my only way to obtain perfection, and this is the way 
for you, into which if you will come, your peace will be 
constant as a river, and your righteousness will be like a 
flowing stream ; your leaf will be always green, and you 
will prosper in your doings. 

I lament over you, God knows I do, and I would not 
give you pain, but would be glad to add to your happiness 
and comfort in every way ; and God is not unrighteous to 
forget your kindness to me His Creature. But God will 
have His way with you ; He will show that He is a 
' Father ' ; He does not mean to cast you off, nor that I 
should cast you off; but He will discipline you in order to 
purge you from those things that are not consonant to 
His Spirit, and that you might be a happy being, and in 
the station wherein you are placed, carry yourself with 
credit to yourself, and to the honour and praise 01 God. 
Therefore 1 pray you, bow with submission, and pass no 
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hard censures upon me, the servant of God, for I am your 
real friend in everything ; but believe that I am acting 
disinterestedly in every respect, and you shall find me 
your ever-loving and sincere friend and Brother, 

ZiON. 

You arc an unruly child, James, and you must have 
your feet put in the stocks ; and if the FooFs Cap should 
be put upon you, yet it is only to make you learn the 
quicker. I have had it put upon me, and know that * the 
Schoolmaster is abroad.' 



James, — Read the following Scriptures : — 2 Thess. iii. 
10-15. Also Ps. Iv. all through, particularly verses 12-14. 
Read also Jude 1 5. 

Now you see, dear James, the first Scripture that you 
are pointed unto here, is so exceedingly plain that we 
cannot err, ' If any man will not work he cannot eat' 
Here you are told that every man is to wark^ and eat his 
own bread with quietness, and not be busybodies; and 
that man is to be noted and avoided, that disobeys this 
word, yet ' not to be counted as an enemy, but admonished 
as a brother.' 

Now I must tell you that you have walked in that 
path, viz., you are a busybody, minding other things that 
do not justly concern you, and not doing your right 
' work ' ; and the Work of Cjrod must be hindered for 
your concerns, because your concerns affect you more than 
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the kingdom and grace of God ; and you have uttered 
hard speeches against the Lord, and have bitterly 
reproached the Lord's servant, who is your loving friend 
and Brother. 

Now, if you wish for my company again, the following 
are the terms on which alone it can be allowed. First: 
Can you forsake that Spirit, and do you hate it, and do 
you purpose casting that unprofitable Spirit away from 
you ? And are you sorry for the hard speeches you have 
made against the Lord ; and are you willing that I shall 
make known to the Friends — all through the Cause, — how 
the evil spirit has tyrannised over you, and made you 
blaspheme the Lord? You will not I hope screen that 
cursed enemy of God, and your enemy. 

It will be well with you if you are willing to comply; 
but whether you are willing or not — I shall inform the 
Friends. That Spirit must not trample upon the Lord, 
and come even as it were, into the Lord's own house to 
upbraid and revile him, and crucify the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame. 

Now, if you are willing to this, I am instructed to 
return unto you. This instruction I received last night 
after making anxious inquiry, and the Lord is full of 
mercy and compassion toward you, and he hateth 
putting away. In his favour is life, and his anger 
endureth but for a moment. 

Let me know your answer soon, and I will apply for 
a removal again. But consider the subject well. If 
friendship is so broken on your part that you cannot be 
happy with me — which might appear after a week or two 
— it is much better that we remain as we are. As for 
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my part, I feel that I have great friendship for you, and I 
know that I can be happy with you, if you will let me, 
and if you will try to live in Love and peace. 

ZiON. 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

Derby Gaol, May 23, Year 8. 

My very dear Brother, — It seems almost an age 
since I wrote to you, or you to me. But I believe I 
should have written several days ago, had it not been 
for an unpleasant difference between James and me, on 
account of which we have been separated for nearly a 
month ; and I had no wish to complain of him, nor to fill 
the mouths of some (who I am aware watch for our halt- 
ing) with all the particulars of this matter ; and am sorry 
that I have been under the necessity of letting it be so 
much known to strangers, who no doubt are glad to find 
anything that they imagine will operate against us, with- 
out considering the Scriptures, in which they profess to 
believe, or once casting their eyes around them and see 
the numerous disagreements there are among the very 
Clergy, which they cannot settle without lawsuits. And 
if this is the case among even ^Ministers of Christ^ what 
can be expected from persons so deluded as we are. We 
ought however to be excused, seeing that we have no 
Grace ; and the Scriptures do not say that believers in 
Christ may not fall out, but they advise if any man have a 
quarrel against any, to forgive ; and you know that Paul 
and Bamabus quarrelled, and the contention was so sharp 
that they parted company, one went one way, and the 



ZION'S WORKS 20I 

other another, — which may be the case with James and 
myself when we leave this place, unless he alters very 
much; and to this my mind is made up. 

I do not mention these things by way of extenuation 
of our fall-out, but these things should be considered by 
those who might speak of us. It would be a very unjust 
thing of me to condemn the Church of England, because 
so many of its Members, and some of its Teachers^ act in 
many things improperly with respect to conduct towards 
each other, this would be uncharitable ; and if they show 
no charity toward me, and can put me in here for 
eighteen months, and think they do no harm, yet I will 
not follow that example (even were it in my power), I will 
allow them all the good that belongs to them, and will not 
condemn the whole ' Church,' even though, among the 
very Heads of the Clergy there have been things which 
cannot be named. But I say, it would not be just to 
condemn the Church, even for those enormities, exclu- 
sively and alone upon these things; and to condemn us 
on account of a disagreement would be hard indeed. Yet 
I am sorry (speaking after the manner of men) that there 
has been any such occurrence. 

You know the Scripture says, * Be sober, be vigilant : 
for your adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion goeth 
about, seeking whom he may devour ; whom resist, stead- 
fast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are 
accomplished in your Brethren which are in the world.' 

Now, James, instead of obeying this precept, has 
always kept a chair and a private comer in his House, 
where he entertained this Old Disturber of the Peace*. 
Ever since I knew James, he did not like to turn his back 
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altogether upon his Old Master ; and so this Old Father 
of the Giants has been there, ever putting something forth 
against mc, and pushing James forward in numerous wa)rs, 
with a view to make me unhappy if he could. A short 
time after we were brought in here, James began to 
behave in a similar way toward me, as he did when we 
were at your house. 

He had numerous accusations against me, so that I 
could not write a letter to any of the friends, but he found 
fault ; I did not honour him, he thought, sufficiently ; I 
was always speaking in a kind of underhand way concern- 
ing him. I said (when writing to my Brother in Lx>ndon) 
that I should, by patience, yet get to windward of the 
Devil. James said that I must mean him (this is laugh- 
able), he was sure. I protested my innocence; but he 
said he would not believe me, if I were to take a thousand 
oaths to clear myself; and numerous things of this kind ; 
and many times I had to bear much insolence from him. 
But I will not tell you alL Sometimes for a little space 
he would be tolerable, but then again he would flounce, 
and throw the things about; and when I used to speak 
quietly to him, to strive after a better state of mind, he 
used to say — that he knew God meant to cast him off 
by-and-by, and damn such a God that would make one 
man so happy (meaning myself), and him so different 
altogether, as he was. And he went in violent rages time 
after time, and said God might spit his spite upon 
him as soon as he liked; and talked about committing 
suicide, and on one occasion said, that he did not know 
but he might kill me one of th^e times. Then I applied 
to the Governor to separate us, which was granted. 
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When he found I took such a resolution, he was dis- 
tracted, and I was in fear that he would destroy him- 
self ; and he lamented so much, and his grief was so great, 
that I petitioned the Magistrates to let me return again to 
him, for he promised faithfully that he would not act so 
again. I went back, and we went on from that time 
fairly, until the same things appeared in him again, and I 
applied again for separation, and we are yet apart. But I 
trust that James has seen the evil influences that he has 
been under; he ought to have known, that as the Old 
Deceiver was cast down from Heaven, that he would now 
persecute in this way, and go about seeking whom he 
may devour; and I lay all the blame upon that wicked 
one, that evil spirit^ and hope that James, at last, will be 
able to escape his fangs. 

James has confessed to me, since our separation, that 
he could not bear to see me happy, and that he used 
purposely to try which way to make me otherwise ; and 
when he could not accomplish it, it used to make him 
almost mad. I confess I think that he is far more 
humble now than ever I saw him; poor fellow, I pity 
him very much, and do earnestly desire to see him quite 
rid of that uproar-making Spirit ; and from what I see in 
him lately, I seem to have hopes of him. But I am 
determined that if he is not conformed to good order, 
and ever deals with me in such a way again, I will 
leave his company altogether; / must and will be at 
peace. 

Yourself, and many of the friends, can witness how 
unbecoming has been his behaviour toward me in many 
things. Indeed he was too proud for his situation. I 
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could say much, but for the present I forbear: and 
perhaps should not say what I have, circumstanced as 
I am here, only I must tell you some little about it, to 
save yourself and other friends that might hear of it, from 
wrong conjectures. There was a report that James struck 
me, but that is not true; but I was apprehensive that 
he would, and I judged it best not to be locked up with 
him while he let the Old One have such a comfortable 
comer in his house. James, you know, is a very strange 
character ; I do believe that he would lay down his life for 
the truth of my calling, and in friendship for myself, not- 
withstanding all that I have said of his shocking temper, 
and all that I could say, — and he knows very well that I 
have never deserved anything of him but respect. He 
has seen me unmoved and unshaken at all times, pursuing 
those things that tend to peace. Had he seen a single 
ray of declension from my point (you know what I mean), 
there would be some excuse for him. But some have 
asked him, he tells me, if he ever saw me doubt my own 
Call; but this was a strange question to ask respecting 
me, at which I cannot but smile, yet I make every excuse 
for the loving friends, until they arrive to knowledge. But 
ril tell them when I shall be moved, and that is when He 
that keepeth Israel shall fall asleep, and be off His watch, 
then I shall doubt my existence^ and fall down. Ah ! they 
don't know me yet. 

Doubt? No, no: your humble servant and loving 
Brother, is not made of doubting stuff! he regardeth not 
the crying of the driver, nor is he afraid of the multitude 
of the City ; he ranges the Mountains of Eternal Love I 
Ask THE Lord in his holy Temple, if he doubts ? 
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Just as soon shall Morning doubt that it is Noon. 
No, no : it is stability now, and strength of salvation ; 
and the Angels of the Upper Paradise minister here. 
But I can well bear with any of my dear Brethren, who 
have not yet fully cast off that Old garment, that hateful 
old covering. But I think that James must have it burnt 
off him. 

Well, how do you all do? How I long to see you. 

what a time it seems to be confined from the society of 
those we love. Yet I am content; but I feel for my 
friends, and desire to impart unto them those things 
which they desire ; but it is all well, and I am sure will 
work for your good. I often lift up (as we say) a 
thankful heart to my God and your God, that there 
are those who do love the Truth and peace, and who hate 
false swearing. I most sincerely thank you, dear Brother 
Bradley, for all that you do, I need say no more, you will 
guess all that I would say. How is Sister Bradley? I 
remember her words mentioned in your last to me, but 
cannot answer them nor yours, yet. Sister Witton is 
quite dowHy I suppose. Well I hope so, that's the place 

1 wish to see all my friends in — ' down,' — that they might 
never rise again as they were. How is my young Sister 
Miss Louisa, and Miss Frances too? Hope my dear 
Brother Charles will write, I long for a line from yourself 
and him. It is painful that we cannot communicate our 
thoughts upon the Word of Truth, were I at liberty to do 
that, you should not have been so long without some 
writing from me, but it will be all in good time. 

From ZiON, YOUR ever-loving Friend. 
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I am determined that James shall submit to my 
governance now. I gave him too much of his own way in 
many things, and he has gone too far, and taken too much 
liberty, more than became him, with me. 

I am sure you cannot find a letter of mine, no, nor can 
any of the friends, wherein I have by any words of mine 
endeavoured to hurt him in the estimation of the friends ; 
but on the contrary, have covered all his imperfections, 
and such charges I do not mean to bear any longer. I 
must give James's kind love to you all, for I am sure his 
affection and friendship for you is great. 

I hope little Ralph is doing well, please to tell him 
that I don't forget him. And how is Phoebe, dear Phoebe ? 
I should be glad to see you. Poor Mrs Booth is not very 
well in health ; we have much to thank her for, since 
we've been here. She has been a Mother to us — she is 
a truly kind friend. I would name many, but they will 
excuse this, my heart is with you all. Farewell. 

I assure you I regret very much, to have an)rthing to 
say against James, for he is a good-hearted man at the 
bottom; and I do most sincerely desire his happiness, 
and hope I may not be under the necessity of doing as I 
say, when our time is out here. 



Dear Brother Pierce, — We received the tokens of 
love from our friends with grateful feelings, I assure you. 
Please present our thanks to Mary Rowland for her kind- 
ness, and accept yourself and all, the same. In your note 
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we are informed that you are preparing Books for the 
various places, for which we are obliged. Please not to 
send any to us, or perhaps they would not be allowed to 
go out again ; what you intend for Derby had better go 
to one of the Friends. I have written to Bamsley, to 
satisfy the minds of any that might have been concerned 
about the difference there was between yourself and me ; 
there shall be nothing said to your disadvantage, if I can 
help it ; you deserve my love and esteem for your conduct 
toward myself, and the zeal you have shown in the cause 
of Truth. 

Brother James and I are still separate; I have not 
said anything to you of our disagreement, nor do I wish 
to complain of him ; all that I wish is his happiness and 
welfare ; and I am quite conscious that I have done all 
I could to effect it I found it quite requisite for me to 
be separated from him, though with great reluctance, 
because he does possess qualities that I admire, in some 
respects, but he has not overcome himself^ there is his 
enemy, and he has annoyed me very much. But I am 
not without hope of his being yet recovered, and I will 
indulge that hope as long as I can ; and then, if after all 
he does not become conformed to right reason, and be 
guided thereby, I am not to sacrifice my peace, and also 
make discomfort among the friends any longer, for his 
sake. We might be easy to a fault in some things ; how- 
ever, I am happy to say that James seems to be very 
sensible of his faults, and is sorry for his untoward 
carriage toward me, and that is enough for me. Poor 
fellow, he is his own tormentor, and I wish he may be 
recovered out of the claws of the disagreeable tormenting 
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spirit that is in him. But it might be said to me by 
some, ' I thought you said there was no Devil ! ' O you 
are quite mistaken, for everyone makes his own devil ; 
there is no devU to nUy no spirit can torment fne to cast me 
down. What says the Scripture — • I write unto you 
young men, because you have overcome the wicked one.* 
Then I say, it is plain that he was to be overcome. Let a 
man overcome himself and he overcomes the Devil, for in 
every heart wfiere the Divine light and truth has not the 
throne, there is a black smoky pit, and there dwells the 
Devil in a bottomless abyss of evil-mindedness, and out of 
this arises all evil. 

There is no devil then to those that overcome him, 
and have cast off the works of darkness. Does not the 
Church of England pray that it might be empowered by 
God to overcome the Wicked One, and finally, that God 
would beat down Satan under their feet? Well, I 
heartily unite with them in their desire, for indeed poor 
things they have much need of it, like all others, for that 
evil dark spirit is the great enemy to mankind. Now, 
Brother P., you don't fear the Devil I know, and I think 
I see you smile, just here, and say, ' No indeed I do not, 
nor can he touch me, for Christ his Master is come, and I 
laugh at Satan ; he can only grin at us as he sits in his 
cave's mouth, but he cannot bite us.' 

Never was there such a religion as ours, to those that 
understand it, for we are masters of 'Old Nick,' he that 
has conquered his millions is now conquered by us, and 
even without any instrument of war ; for you know the 
Scripture says, that ' Wisdom is better than weapons of 
war.' 
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Then she's the antidote for that Old Fiend's tricks ; he 
dare not show himself where that lovely Virgin is ; keep 
close by HER, and you need never fear him. 

Thanks to our God that He made such a lovely wife 
for man, to be his helpmate; well might it be said, 'Whoso 
findeth a wife, findeth a good thing.' And so the 
Scriptures direct us to 'Greet the beloved Persis, who 
laboured much in the Lord !' And who can but love her, 
for she has millions of charms ; She is my Wife and I want 
no other I not a night but she is enfolded in my arms, and 
all day I hear her sweet words. I am satisfied vfith her 
virtue and beauty, and am always ravished with her 
love! 

Well, this is a curious religion I must say ; but I must 
conclude. Please give my kind love to all your family, 
and to Brother Kirk and all his. How is Sister 
Holbrook ? I hope better in health ; is her hand well ? 
I wish it was, for then perhaps I might have a letter from 
her. 

And now good-bye for this time. — Your ever-loving 
Brother, ZiON. 

Tell Brother Kirk I will write to him, and will answer 
his daughter's letter. Mr Bradley informs me that he is 
printing a Pamphlet ; I don't know that he is aware that 
there will be a duty to pay for it, but you will do that at 
Nottingham, as there is no office for it at Birmingham. 
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TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

JU9U 12, KmtS. 

My dear Brother, — Yours of the 28th May was 
received, and happy was I to see your handwriting, for it 
is a great comfort to my heart, in my solitary abode, to 
know that I have a faithful Friend, or that there are a few 
Friends who are faithful to the Creator of Light and 
Truth; that is what I mean. Who seem, naturally, to 
care for the things of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and why are 
their spirits thus affected, that they now no longer seek 
their own, but the things which are Christ's ? even because 
they are begotten again to a lively hope by the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the deady to an inheritance that is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away ; for 
were it not so, they would mind their own concerns, but 
because they are the children of God, therefore are they 
concerned about their Father^s business, for they are be- 
gotten by the Creator of the Universe (the Universal 
Truth to be), and being begotten of him, they as naturally 
incline and tend toward Him, and leave their own affairs 
in order to follow Him, as Elisha did when Elijah cast his 
mantle over him, as he passed by {see i Kings xix. 19 to 
end of chapter). What's the matter. Friends? Go, 
return, what's done to you ? Is it human learning you 
are drawn with ; is it enticing words of man's wisdom, 
philosophy, and vain deceit after the rudiments of the 
world, that has laid hold of your affections? Is it the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, the show and 
pageantry of a worldly profession that has drawn you? 
No : or you would return. It is the virtue of the mantle^ 
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/>., the saving health of the Lx>rd, and the desire of the 
double portion of his Spirit 

The one, or single portion you have had [viz., freedom 
from * sin * and from fear of punishment], but you want 
the other you say. For you acknowledge that * Wisdom * 
torments you with her discipline, and I am glad of that. 
I know her ways are winding ; and as you have the one 
portion, it is a sure and certain sign that you will have the 
* double* portion [spiritual knowledge, life and under- 
standing]. 

But do you not know what is written — * Joy would 
sooner kill than woe, if all my Spirit I let go.' 

Wisdom is wise : she does not let her lovers know all 
Her mind directly. She acts like a young and virtuous 
female does with her lover, she knows in herself how 
passionately fond she is of him, but she knows it would 
not be prudent to tell him so aU at once. No : she will 
guide herself with discretion ; sometimes she will smile a 
little, and then look not quite so well pleased, and by this 
mode of proceeding the lover is kept at a proper 
distance. 

I acknowledge this is a little tormenting, but it is very 
profitable, and answers a good end, for such a courtship 
generally ends in a happy marriage, and makes the 
honeymoon last a long season ; and then when the 
nuptial morn arrives, with what raptures of love and joy 
does the youth receive the modest maid, and call her his 
own ; and then she opens all her heart to him, and tells 
him of all her little arts that she used to play upon him, 
in acting so sometimes as to make him believe that she 
was very indifferent towards him, while at the same time 
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she was passionately fond of him. Now if you ask Mrs 
B., I'll be bound she will tell you that this is just the way 
of it. 

Then this, in Nature, is the exact picture of the 
Spiritual ; Wisdom dots lead her lovers into crooked 
paths and intricate mazes, but those that follow Her upy 
will find that She will lead out into the large and wealthy 
place. ' I will never leave thee, saith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee.' So that we may boldly say, * The Lord 
is my helper^ of whom shall I be afraid ? ' 

But Wisdom must discipline you until she makes you 
quite contented with things as they are (in the New 
Kingdom), f.^., until you learn not to find fault with this 
or that [Then only do we become disciples of the 
Heavenly Light, and leave all earthly desires and worldly 
gifts, to those that lave lAem.] 

I am afraid Mr B. that you use snow-water to wash 
with, thinking to make yourself ^i>/ if that is the case, 
it is no wonder that you get plunged into the ditch, and 
your own clothes [infirmities of nature] laugh at you. Do 
not use that cold stuff, there are thousands of people who 
do, but they are never the whiter for it 

'Job' was a rare dabbler at this, as you read, and 
as soon as he hoped that he was a little bit clean, he 
complained, saying — * Thou wilt plunge me into the ditch 
again, and my own clothes will abhor me.' This snow- 
water is so much in use among all the very 'religious' 
folks, and after all they still keep saying, ' O God, what a 
wicked sinner I am ! ' Why, if you would not use that 
snow-water, you would not be such a wicked sinner. Ah, 
but I think that God cannot love me if I do not cleanse 
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myself. Work away then, set on hard, take fuller's soap 
and nitre mixed, scrub hard ! O you are idle ; if you 
brush hard, perhaps you may make the Blackamoor 
white. 

But for my part I will look on and laugh at your 
work, for I was so devilish black myself that I really 
thought I looked like a Devil, and I washed, and rubbed, 
and scoured, and brushed, hoping to get of a better 
colour, for I thought that God could not love such a black 
' Devil ' as I was. 

Sometimes by hard washing and rubbing, I used to 
fancy that I saw a little white appearing, then I set-to 
afresh, but presently the black came again in the same 
place^ aye, blacker than ever; then despair would seize 
me, and I would give up all for lost, yet I would be at it 
again, and would not give it up till, as the vulgar saying 
is, by trying to wash the black white, I quite be-devilled 
myself, and a 'hell' of a time I had of it, I assure 
you. 

For it was reasonable for a man to think that he must 
be clean to go to Heaven ; therefore when, after all the 
trouble and expense that I was at, I was worse instead of 
better, what was I to do ? Why, I never thought that I 
could go to heaven, you may be sure, but I certainly 
thought that the black place must be my everlasting lot ; 
what else could such a black being think. I could 
hardly expect to be admitted among Angels^ in that state. 
So I sat down and cried, and bewailed my sad condition, 
until at last, as my fortunate stars would have it, I 
happened to cast my ^yt^ (which were full of tears) or 
those sweet, those blessed, those lovely words in Solomon's 
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Song, ' I am black, but comely, O y^ daughters of 
Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of 
Solomon. Look not upon me because I am black, 
because the King hath looked upon me.' 

O I Mr B., if you had seen how I danced and skipped 
when I saw that, you would not soon foi^et it ; I dashed 
my snow-water out of doors with a vengeance^ and made a 
fire of my brushes, and swore that I would never use them 
any more. Yes, I did swear to it, I assure you, and 
thanks be to my God, I have been enabled to keep my 
vow ; for I was so sick of all my washing utensils, that, 
seeing I was only the worse for all my labour, I wished to 
have done with them for evermore. Then I was con- 
tented to be black, for I saw that it is the black people 
that will get to Heaven before the white ones. Don't you 
read these words in the Bible — ' Ethiopia shall soon 
stretch out her hands unto Grod.' Now, Mr B. you say you 
are black, so much the better, for you are nearer to 
happiness ; and I request of you that you cease rubbing 
the black off, and be content to be black; then the 
moment you are thoroughly contented with it, you will 
see the Celestial gates opened for you, and you will be 
invited in. 

You say you are lean ; so much the better, for the 
Gate of Paradise is narrow, and will not admit the fat 
people \^ great of flesh ']. 

I wish you had not a bit of flesh on your bones ; I 
have been at rest ever since I was content to be black, 
content to be blind and lame, because it is to them the 
promise is made ; therefore you must bow down to these 
things, and know that they are your very qualifications 
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for Heaven. Strange religion this ! Yes : but it is the 
right way. One of the Rabbins, in the * Traditions of the 
Jews/ says thus : * One ought to prostrate one's self before 
Sammael, on the ground that he will do no mischief to 
those who show him submission/ This is just what I was 
saying. It is that washing concern that muddles the 
folks ; be content to be black, leave off your work ; stand 
still ; look on ; wait 

I will say more about this matter another time. I am 
happy to inform you that I am well in health just now, 
and so is James. We are still apart, and likely shall be. 
James took the reproof in your letter well, and acknow- 
ledged he deserved it, and is extremely sorry for his 
improper behaviour; and I am sure he is, and trust he 
will overcome it It is all owing to the snow-water 
washing. He says he is a devil, but he wants to be some- 
thing better ; but I tell him that when he can bow down 
to that, then he will be made something else, and not 
before. And truly this is the way ; why if I were now to 
kick and fret at my imprisonment, would it get me out ? 
No : and I am quite by myself, rejoicing that Heaven is 
opened y??r the Blacks ; they will be emancipated I 

Mr Carlile is out of prison. I am glad of it, may 
he know true peace. It is expected that the Rev. R. 
Taylor will also be freed; I wonder if mercy will be 
extended toward us, or are we too black ? I hope not : 
but we must take it as it goes. I know Sister B. has but 
a poor state of health, and that it tries her patience ; I 
often wish I was near her to comfort her, for it is a long 
time to be absent from our friends. I am not solitary, 
though alone, all my concern is about my dear Friends ;. 
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it gives me pleasure to hear that Sister B. has comfort in 
the Word, and that Sister Witton's hopes are large; 
' Open thy mouth wide/ says the Scripture, * and I will fill 
it' I did so ; and mine was filled with the ' Leviathan/ 
and I wish you the same mouthful^ for I never saw him 
since, and that's the only way to get rid of him. — From 
your ever-loving friend and Brother, 

ZiON. 



June 15, Year 8. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— Our grateful thanks to 
all those loving friends who, with yourself, manifest 
that they do not foi^et their friend Zion, nor their 
Brother James, while shut up from them ; which is a time 
of trouble in some degree, for all of us. Yet it will 
certainly be for the good of all those who have, in the 
true spirit of pure knowledge and righteousness, cast off 
the old garment and accepted of the new ; for by every- 
thing that has taken place, in whatever way trials have 
come, they will find that the new coat fits them better and 
better every day, because it is a coat that suits all weather, 
it will do for any climate. Should you get into a cold 
atmosphere it will keep out the cold, and no damps can 
approach to harm you; and should you get under the 
torrid zone it will keep off the fiery rays of the Sun ; so 
that your body is always kept in a temperate pleasant 
warmth, never to be too hot nor too cold; and it is so 
elastic that it will fit all sizes, like one's skin it covers 
All I Now, I say that such a garment as this is valuable : 
what a misery it is to have one that won't fit you, and won't 
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cover you all over^ that on a cold day one is shivering with 
cold, crying out, ' O Lord, how cold I am ! 1 shall die ! 
Lord^ what a wicked sinner lam ! * Why then, take the Robe 
of righteousness and you will not have to complain so. Ah, 
but I am afraid it is presumption. What ? presumption to 
put on a coat of God's own making? And He makes it 
for you without money and without price ; what so free as 
a gift ! Ah, but I am so unworthy, that I am afraid to put 
forth my hand to take it. Who told you that you were so 
unworthy ? Why, I think I am such a great sinner. And 
what then ? Well, I think that I must repent of my sins, 
for the Scripture says, *Wash ye, make you clean, put 
away from you the evil of your doings.' Well, that's just 
what I tell you to do ; by all means put away from you 
tfie evil of your doings ; you do too much ; it is your doings 
that prevent you of rest Did you ever notice that 
Scripture, viz., ' As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth. In his humiliation his 
judgment was taken away! Now here you see what it 
says of the Lord himself when he became a man upon the 
earth. He had his old coat (the wool) sheared off, that he 
might have a new one. You see the Scripture says His 
judgment was taken away in his humiliation, and will you 
not follow the example of the Lord? Truly you must be 
so humbled as to have your judgment taken away, if you 
will live with him ; you must have your old coat sheared 
off, that the new one might grow. Now, no one can deny 
that the Scripture says that the Lord himself did submit 
to this. Perhaps you don't believe it? See then the 
Prophet Isaiah (liii. 8.), also Acts viii. 33. Then he hath 
left you an example that you should follow his steps, let 



ai8 ZIOirS WORKS 

your judgment be taken away, and take the Lord's judg- 
ment instead. 

'Lord, I have a very bad coat, but Til mend it if you 
will have patience with me ! ' — that is, * I am a very wicked 
hell-deserving sinner;' and so you are sad. But now, 
what is the judgment of God ? Read it for yourself, if you 
will not believe, me, in i John iiL 8 — ^ The devil sinneth 
from the beginning.' Then, if God's judgment is to lay 
the blame there, why should you take the blame to your- 
self and despise the words of God, and live in sadness and 
refuse liberty? Suffer your judgment to be taken away, 
as the blessed Lord himself did, for he was made in all 
points like you. Yes, I say in all points, for so the 
Scripture testifies (Heb. iv. 15. And v.) But perhaps your 
judgment may be that he was not in all points like man ; 
but how can you contradict the Scriptures? and not a 
word must be altered. But you might say, 'Am I then 
to believe that the Lord, when he became Man, was as 
ignorant as I am? Why, what was his judgment to be 
taken away for, if it was sound ? ' I tell you that there 
was not a point of humanity which he did not share ; and 
don't you hear him say, ' So foolish and ignorant was I, 
that I was as a beast before thee.' 

Now give up your judgment and believe this, and then 
you will have peace ; and the blessed Lord is in Heaven, 
and he will teach you right judgment and sound under- 
standing, if you are willing to trust him. But I would tell 
you much more about it, only it might be thought that I 
am teaching my doctrine, but it is not mine ; this is the 
true Christian doctrine ; and is it not a wonder that I am 
counted a blasphemer because I am a believer in Christ. 
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I wish with all my heart that those who call me a 
blasphemer, did love Christ as I do, and I wish them 
no more harm. 

You have heard, I suppose, that Mr Carlile is out of 
prison, and likely the Rev. R. Taylor will be liberated too. 
I am glad of it, let it be as it may with us. I confess I 
long to see you all, but we must wait on Providence. I 
hope you endeavour to comfort and edify each other. 
There was a heavy fall of snow some time back, but I hope 
it will be quite dissolved before we see you. Keep your 
coat on, that is without seam, and you will not be cold 
tO'Ward the Tailor. Brother James and I are in separate 
wards still ; we are both fair in health, and unite in kind 
love to every one of you. — From your humble servant, and 
Brother, ZiON. 

Hope Mrs Kirk has got the better other cAie/ enemy, 
I mean unbelief; though she suffers much with her state of 
health. 

Mr Smith is along with Mr Owen and his * Equitable 
Labour Exchange.' Have just heard from London; 
friends all well, but times very bad there. 

[The peculiar value of the Gift of God to us here, as 
animals on the earth, cannot be more strikingly and heart- 
cheeringly set forth than in this and the preceding letter. 
And how highly prized it should be by all recipients of 
such a safeguard and impervious protection from all 
external influences and inclemencies ! For, come what 
may in form of trial, whether poverty of circumstance, or 
sickness of body, we share but the lot of our fellow-beings. 
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but Tortified with the additional knowledge of absolute 
security from all mishaps as all things happen for good 
to those who are clothed with the righteousness of God, 
and so well-fitted as to be unblanuabU thereby. — C. B. H.] 



County Gaol, Derby, /«i> 2, YearS, 

Dear Brother Pierce, — We desire to return our 
most sincere and heartfelt thanks to all our dear and 
kind Friends, for their liberality toward us since our 
confinement. 

Be assured. Dear Friends, that we feel more on the 
subject than we can express, and more than you would 
wish us to express toward yourselves. 

But we have cause to adore and praise our God who 
has not forsaken us in our state of degradation ; for such 
it is in the eyes of the world, who see us as the vilest 
of the vile. But praise, honour, and glory be to the God 
of Truth and Love, that there are those who are bold 
enough in the midst of these things, to acknowledge his 
Servants, and liberal enough to aid in their support. 

What strength of faith, what power of mind, — what 
contempt of the world that lieth in error, must any have 
who would subscribe for the support of such vagabonds 
[though God's chosen and elect!], whom the gay world 
execrate, abominate, and despise. Those who can ac- 
knowledge truth. Divine Truth! while under such a 
cloud, and the oppressive weight of calumny and reproach 
poured upon Her from all quarters, are worthy to share 
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in Her brightest glories; and when this short gloomy 
day of trial is past, such will be remembered. 

Your love and liberality will bring you an hundredfold, 
because you do it not unto man, but to the Lord. 

You possess too noble a mind to support man's 
invention; you have learnt to know the sweet voice of 
Love and Truth, and of Wisdom that 'maketh a Man's 
face to shine'; you follow not your Fathers or your 
Mothers in dead forms of religion, but you are free; 
and you have learnt to judge between right and wrong. 

So that no man can bias your sound judgment, and 
impose himself on you as the Servant of the Most High. 

You demand of him that comes, to produce his 
credentials from the Court above; and you will see the 
broad Seal of the King of Righteousness. You are made 
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. Blessed be God, He hath not left us without 
witness; 'He hath given us rain, and fruitful seasons; 
he hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor. 
His righteousness remaineth for ever I' 

We often think. Dear Brethren and Sisters, on the 
happy hours we have spent together, and trust that, 
notwithstanding the power of the Iron Hand that has 
bound us, these seasons will again revive ; though it has 
been supposed that by the time we go out of this place, 
we shall have scarcely a friend left, but all turned their 
backs upon us. Well, come, it doesn't look like it ; they 
have kept up for eleven months of the time, and I don't 
think that the love of many has waxed so cold as that 

I am in hopes that the Scriptures will be found true 
in this respect, viz. : ' Thine enemies shall be found liars 
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unto thee.* Some there may be, who might say: — ^*Ah, 
now that he is down, he will no more rise/ But let them 
not be forward in judging — * For a just man falleth seven 
times, and riseth up again/ the Scripture says (Prov. 
xxiv. i6)— 'For the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
Then I think I may adopt the language of the Poet, 
and say, * How can I sink with such a Prop, that bears 
the world, and all things, up/ 

Cheer up! My Brethren, we shall meet again, and 
our hearts will rejoice, and our days of innocence will be 
renewed with a double portion of Love and Wisdom, and 
we shall joyfully celebrate the Natal Day of Bright Truth 
— that * All of Heavenly Bliss, that Balm of every wound, 
that perfect good, the first and last' And you who abide 
in Love, turning not to the right hand or to the left, to 
eat of the forbidden tree [human reason on the Scrip- 
tures]; who have kept your seals unbroken; you will 
abundantly rejoice, and your hearts will flourish like an 
herb. Our best, most solid and substantial pleasures are 
yet to come. So be not cast down ; we have not thrown 
cUl overboard, the best of the tackle is saved. The 
Voyage has been rough, certainly, and we have lightened 
our ship, and got rid of what was useless. We shall 
make sail again by-and-by, and go up Channel with a 
fair breeze, the white clifTs of Britain ahead, the ports in 
view ; all hands move ship ; fresh provisions on board. 
Come piper! bring up your Bogs, and play us a merry 
tune ; all hands to dancing. See our wives and sweet- 
hearts how they throng from the shore. What smiling 
looks I Huzza, for English harbour I Pay-day is come ! I 
The dangers are o'er; no more we hear the howling 
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winds ; no more the rude waves dash the sides of our 
little Bark ; but safe on shore in the Cotts^e of Content^ 
we enjoy our friend^ whom may we never want, nor a 
bottle to give him. 

Strange talk for a 'Godly man/ this! — Ah, Mr. 
Demure, my correspondent well understands my Sea 
parables. I have heard an odd kind of saying, and I 
believe it is a very true one — * They are not all virgins that 
wear white aprons.' Neither are they all good folks that 
look so demure, and would be shocked at my innocent 
parables. I know what I mean. Brother P., and so do you. 
Never mind that man with the straight coat, and broad 
hat I must be a little merry, it is my nature; neither 
can the gloomy walls of a Prison alter it. 

Well, I must have done now for this time. Good-bye 
and farewell. Peace be with you all, dearest Friends. 
Nottingham, I love thee still. Ah! shall I — dare I say 
(without offence), with all thy faults, I love thee still. 
I see this moment every face, ah, perfect before my view, 
and oh, how the old iire kindles, while, believe me, a tear 
of love steals gently down my cheek. 

Brother James and myself are both well in health. I 
think I am, at the present time, better than ever you 
saw me, but I may change, yet it will be all well if I do. 

I wish to see a line from Sister Holbrook, but please 
to tell her that I am dumb to those who are dumb to me ; 
but I fear she will provoke me at last to write, and if 
I do, ril pay her off the Old and New. There are many 
names I would mention ; but believe me to remain 
your ever-loving friend, while grass grows and water 
runs. 
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Should like to go with you next Sunday to Wilford. 
Well, the day will come. — Accept the united love of 

James and ZiON. 
Adieu ! 

You need not send any more Books to London ; you 
perceive how slow they are in their motions about money 
for them. I am sorry to say that they do not pay the 
attention they ought. I have not seen Smith's last pro- 
ductions, but it is no matter, they are light weight ; they 
have no * unction' in them; — and I do not care who 
finds fault with my words. No good, nor truth can be 
produced but by the God of Love, as He is pleased to 
reveal; and he that denies Revelation^ is but a dark 
demon dressed in human form, to deceive by his Philo- 
sophy and vain deceit. It matters not how many enemies 
I have/(?r the Truth's sake, the more the better; and I 
shall stand, when Lies and Lightness shall be known no 
more, to trouble and torment the human race. Be not 
carried about with divers and strange doctrines. * It is 
a good thing that the heart be established with Grace.' 
What then is Grace, but Life and Knowledge obtained 
by, and through the ordinance of God, and not through 
the wit learnt at the Schools. 'If man is the sufferer 
(says J. S.), then Man must be the Judge.' See then the 
Standard of Truth raised here. Ye might, I acknowledge, 
have many Instructors in Christ (yet see that th^ are 
such)y but you have not many Fathers. 

I am glad you have written to Miss Bayliss, she is a 
Christian heart I will write to her shortly. I am 
authentically informed, by a letter from Bristol, that 
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the Rev. Mr Foley is out of his senses. — I must now 
end. Farewell. 



Derby Gaol,/»^8, KrarS. 

Dear Brother Bradley, — It was my intention to 
have written a long letter this time, but I cannot just yet ; 
there is a great difficulty in writing to the Friends as I 
am situated at present, — I mean under such restrictions. 
It is truly a hard thing to lay upon me, or upon anyone, 
not to be allowed to speak our sentiments or write them, 
when we say those things which are according to the 
Scriptures of Truth, and which alone can give substantial 
pleasure to the mind, and are innocent. 

I have nothing to say against King or Government, 
I only speak against King * Devil,' and I naturally 
thought that all good men would be against him, for, as 
you say, my dear Brother, he has made the world a com- 
plete Hell, and one would think that as he is the Author 
of every evil, everyone would help in the glorious Revolu- 
tion, and hurl that Old Disturber from his throne, and 
send all his wicked deeds after him. But I am sorry to 
say that there are too many who wish him still to live and 
reign, or is it that they have no idea of his being put 
down? Perhaps that's it. And if that is the case the 
people stand in need of information upon the subject, for 
the Scriptures particularly (and other Books as well) 
declare, from one end to the other, that there should be a 
total end to his dominion and to all its evil consequences, 
introduced into the world by his deception of the * first 
man' But stop! Have I not made a mistake? for the 
VOL. XV P 
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Life of man. But the time is passing, and as Charles says, 
he shall feel warmer in the depth of winter than he does 
now; these words express all that he need. Blessed be 
the God of Truth and Love that He has fulfilled His 
promises to me : — He said He would give me children to 
my mind. I thank you all, my beloved children and 
friends, for your kindness to me and to our Brother 
James, in our exile. Please to give our kind love to 
Sister B. and Sister W. and Miss L. B. Happy to find 
Mrs B. take such a resolution ; I know all your trials^ be 
assured, but I know also that you cannot miss of that 
happiness which is on record, and already you possess 
more treasure than all the world besides. 

We thank you, dear Brother Holinsworth, for the 
pens and all your tokens of Brotherly love to us. 
Remember us kindly to my worthy friend Mr Harris, 
Sister Harris, the daughters and sons, and who shall I 
say next: — Sherwood, Hooper, Wade, Davies, Harbage, 
and ALL. 

I don't forget my old friend Collins, no nor Phoebe. 
No nor anyone. O how I shall rejoice to come among 
you once more. Peace be with you all evermore! 

I think that Ralph improves very much in his learn- 
ing; he wrote me a very pretty letter, and I am much 
obliged to him for it, dear little fellow. I shall see you 
again Ralph ; we shall go to Lawrence Street together 
in spite of those who prevent us now. 

We shall be glad to hear of our friend Biddle. Is 
Mrs Biddle stout as ever ? I hope so. — From your ever- 
loving friend, ZiON, 
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Dbrby GkOh^Jufy 19, Year 8 

Dear Brother Pierce, — It gave me peculiar pleasure 
to read in your last letter, the pleasing intelligence that 
our Friends at Nottingham are very united, particularly 
of late. Thanks be to the glorious Power of Divine 
Truth: Love is certainly stronger than Death, that I 
have proved myself, and so will all prove the same 
wherever that seed is sown. They will find that love is 
of God, and that that Principle compels all things to be 
subservient to it. Surely it is the King of Saints ! 

The heart where love is, may for a time meet with 
many things that might grieve, wound, and trouble ; but 
where the Love of God is, in truth, it has Wisdom for its 
Prime Conductor, and these two Powers united, are (in 
man) Almighty over evil, and will eventually beat down, 
conquer, and trample on everything that makes against 
them; therefore it is said in the Scripture (Isa. xli. 15), 
that God 'thresheth the Mountains, and maketh them 
small as dust' Apd surely a man is not to suppose that 
God does literally thrash Mountains 1 No ; but He over- 
cometh those obstacles which lie in our way to peace 
and happiness, that to man alone ate of such magnitude, 
that he by all his power, force, and skill cannot remove. 
So that when the mind centres wholly in God, entering 
into His Wisdom and Light, all 'mountains' become a 
plain ; because it is the Decree of God, in the new and 
glorious Covenant of the Everlasting Gospel, that all the 
evils shall turn to our Eternal comfort and happiness ; 
therefore it is said : ' In all things give thanks, for this is 



230 ZlOirS WORKS 

the will of God in Christ Jesus, concerning you' (i 
Thess. V. 18). 

Now, if it is said, In all things give thanks. — Are not 
the evils included? Certainly they are. But talk of 
evils, and talk of good. Who is it that knew evil in 
reality? I answer. None but him who 'was made sin'; 
he alone it was who opened Pan-dora's Box, and looking 
into the Ark, all manner of miseries rushed out upon him. 
And was it not poor Prometheus that was so curious, 
going in search of hidden knowledge, little thinking that 
the man who would find WISDOM, must through torture 
win Her. But yet at the bottom of Pan-dora's Box, 
^ Hope* was concealed. I cannot now explain this 
mystery unto you, but I just give you a hint [See Vol. 
I. pp. 263-27a] 

But it is laid up for you, with a good many more 
treasures which no power can take from us ; for you know 
that the Word says (Matt xii. 35 and xiii. 52) that 
' a good man, out of the good treasure of his heart, 
bringeth forth good things;' and 'Every scribe that is 
instructed into the Kingdom of God, bringeth forth out 
of his Treasury, things New and Old.' And he is a 
'good' man, who is not alone, but who has Wisdom 
for his helpmate. 

Never mind, we shall have them all by-and-by; 
Prisons cannot rob us of Eternal blessings ; besides it is 
written in the Scriptures (2 Tim. iii. 12), and God's 
Word is true — ^"They that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution.' Then let none droop, or 
be cast down ; We have right on our side, according to 
the Scriptures, and the truth of them shall ever stand. 
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to the praise of Him who gave them by all the Prophets ; 
every word must be fulfilled, and all is truth, and all that 
is written must come to pass (for the smallest atom in the 
whole Universe moves by the Divine direction) ; therefore 
saith the Word (Matt v. 11, 12), * Rejoice when Men shall 
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake. Be exceeding glad, and leap for joy, 
for great is your reward in heaven,* etc. And in i Pet. 
iv. 19 — ^* Let them that suffer according to the will of God, 
commit the keeping of their souls unto him in well doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator.' 

The justness of our principles, and the integrity of our 
hearts will be seen after a while ; those that persecute us 
think that we are wrong, and they, in their zeal to do 
what they think to be right, proceed against us ; And we 
must bear these things, until they can see and believe that 
the honour of God, and the good of one another is our 
object, and that by these principles alone we are actuated. 
Therefore let all trust in God and walk according to the 
dictates of His Holy Spirit, which works in all that come 
under its guidance, solid Wisdom, reason and under- 
standing, and they cannot fail of everlasting peace and 
happiness, because Grod is faithful, and whoso cleaveth 
unto Him shall be safe from fear of evil. Let us not 
confusedly haste, but pursue our course after Wisdom, 
in which all grace and power is centred for the over- 
coming of evil. And God — our Life, our Joy, our Love 
and our delight, will work in us to will and to do of His 
good pleasure. 

The greatest victory that a man can gain is to learn 
to be still, and to have Self under subjection ; Self is a 
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headstrong horse, and we must learn to guide him, and 
not he us ; and when we have him properly in his place, 
and we maintain ours, we shall find all right Self wants 
everything done in a moment, and has no notion of 
waiting for the wheels of Providence to move round, 
according to the wisdom of the Great Ruler of all things. 
But it is wisdom to learn to wait on WISDOM, and She 
will lead us into all that is desirable. O how happy may 
be the man who trusts in God, casting all his care upon 
Him I 

I am very well aware that such things are not learnt 
without experience, and it is crosses that make ex- 
perience; then let us not faint at a few crosses, because 
they are profitable to us who desire to increase in 
intellectual knowledge, for out of the evil comes the 
good 

But in a little time we shall surmount all, and bid an 
everlasting adieu to the thorns and briars of the wilder- 
ness; — they gave me a rare scratching in my time, but 
I have got beyond the internal ones, and the external 
I shall soon tell, that I don't care a ^ Fig^ for them \see 
Vol. v., pp. 248, 249]. And so it will be with you all, 
after a short season. Mind one thing and be assured that 
that one thing will mind you; i>., dwell in Love and 
unity with the Spirit of God and Truth, and God will 
fulfil all His Word to you. Beloved Brethren, it is 
necessary for me to counsel you thus, because as rational 
beings we must strive to be rational ; — and the life of the 
Spirit is the truly and supremely rational Life^ and he 
that is truly rational, according to the Spirit of Truth 
must be happy. 
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I return you my sincere thanks for all your kindness 
and activity in the Cause of Truth. 

I think you will recollect that I wrote a letter to 
Brother Harrup, by which he must understand that you 
sent me his letter, as well as the money ; I received both, 
and I feel their kindness much. 

We have the pleasure to say that we are very well in 
health, and trust to meet you all with joy. 

I believe as you do, Brother, respecting some who have 
been driven off shore a little, — the/ll make for Port 
again. They did not happen to have very sound 
anchorage, and the weather was thick and hazy, as well 
as rough. I have no doubt but when they hear that the 
Admiral is arrived, that you will see them standing in, 
making signals for the Pilot, who will be on the lookout 
for them, and will feel the utmost degree of pleasure in 
bringing them safe through the Needles, into Ports- 
mouth Harbour, and then, *when toil and danger's o'er, 
they'll anchor on their Native shore.' — I remain ever 
yours in sincere love, ZiON. 



Derby Gaol {Abamtjufy), Ytar 8. 

My dear Brother Holinsworth,— Will you be so 
kind as to return our sincere thanks, both James and 
myself, to all our dear and kind friends, who do manifest 
— and that so abundantly — that they do not foi^et us. 

Eleven months of our confinement are passed, it is a 
long time of trial to all, even what has happened of it, but 
it will prove the stability of the faith of all, and the power 
and strength of Truth. 
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Some are stumbled because there has been a difference 
between James and myself: but why so? 

James was only like some others in the fleet, — that 
perhaps, had they been so near the Commodore in a dark 
night, and lost sight of his light, they would have run foul 
of him too. I am sure that James of himself had no wish 
to fall out with me, but as I say, it happened to be a dark 
night and the sea ran high, and he did not keep a good 
lookout ahead and lost sight of the signals, and got his 
larboard tacks down instead of his starboard, and ran foul 
of his Commodore. And whaf s to be said for it ? We 
got parted in a gale of wind ; but be assured he never 
altered his course one point, no, nor never will ; he knows 
the Part that I am bound to, and he will be sure to make 
for it. In the meantime we have petitioned the powers 
for a propitious wind to blow us together again, that we 
may join company ; and it may be granted, I cannot tell. 
And I have no doubt but that James will in future keep 
his eye to windward better than ever, for he found himself 
soon on a lee shore, and he made several signals of dis- 
tress, but 'twas no use, for there was then between us a 
bar, called Iron Bar, which are numerous in these seas, and 
it is dangerous to run upon them, for they are very hard. 
These Bars separate the Strait of Derby and Stone Sound, 
and lie in sixty degrees north latitude, scarce twelve hours' 
sail from the Arctic Circle. Therefore, when you come to 
consider the length of the voyage, and the coldness of the 
climate, rough driving winds, and dashing suites ; dark 
nights ; and something always being carried away ; some- 
times land-locked and frozen in ; — let me tell you these 
things are trying, and a man must have a robust constitu- 
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tion to keep watch day and night. But he does say that 
if ever he gets under the Commodore's lee again, he'll 
keep snug astern and keep the light in view, and never 
think of running ahead any more. 

You will excuse me for writing in these kind of 
terms ; but as you know I am, or was an old * man-of- 
war's' man, you will not wonder. And it is a langus^e 
quite familiar to me, and I presume it is not unintelli- 
gible to you; and what matters the style we adopt, if in 
that style we can convey our meaning, and when the 
meaning is good, and the intentions are innocent, the 
use of figures may be far more instructive and striking, 
than the plain and cold way of * Thee and Thou' Yet 
I know in these days of 'refinement' — I mean par- 
ticularly of 'religious' education — my style might be 
disapproved of. But I can find these figures used in 
Scripture, as follows: — ^*Thy tacklings are loosed; they 
could not well strengthen their mast, they could not 
spread their sail: then is the prey of a great spoil 
divided; the lame take the prey' (Isa. xxxiii. 23). 
Again, another Scripture says : — * There the glorious 
Lord shall be unto us a place of broad rivers and 
streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither 
shall gallant ship pass thereby' (verse 21). And it 
talks of sailors, and shipwrights, and caulkers, and all 
manner of sea terms and phrases are used. 

O come then, I am not much out of the way at 
this time. This Bible is a singular Book, it is a great 
and wide sea, and I one time launched forth in it with- 
out either chart or compass, and I fell in with that 
tempestuous wind called * Euroclydon,' where my ship 
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was caught up, and we lost all management and so let 
her drive, and we ran upon a certain Island called 
Clauda — that means 'a weeping voice' (Acts xxvii. 16). 
You will understand this I think. I have been two 
voyages round the main hatchway, and I am now 
going the third, and I mean to draw maps and charts 
of the way — they'll be made public by-and-by, — they're 
quite upon a new principle and new scheme altogether, 
and there is not a point of land, shoal, rock, or Bar, but 
I shall show where it lies, and how mariners may 
avoid them ; I shall show their exact latitude and 
longitude, and how far each reach out into the sea, so 
that there will be no fear of being cast away. 

You see they are improving upon everything now in 
these days, and such a thing as I speak of will be of 
infinite importance; I have no doubt but I shall meet 
with encouragement from all that 'go down to the sea 
in ships, and do business in great waters ; who go to 
view the mighty works of God in the Ocean, and His 
wonders in the deep.' But as for the Land-lubbers, I 
don't expect that they will admire my works that I 
have in contemplation, they will not understand them. 
It is no use to put such things in the hands of those 
who were never from their mother's chimney comer; 
but those that sail upon the sea, as described in Ps. 
cvii., will set a value upon them. In that Psalm sail- 
ing is described finely, read from verse 23 — 'They 
that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in 
great waters ; these see the works of the Lord, and his 
wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth 
the stormy wind which lifteth up the waves thereof.' 
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(Grod, you see, commands the stormy winds and lifts up 
the waves, on purpose to make it tempestuous. Do not 
forget this. And it is He also that makes the calm.) 
*They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to 
the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, 
and all their wisdom is swallowed up. Then they cry 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them 
out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, 
so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad 
because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their 
desired haven.* 

Why then, you see there's no going to that desired 
haven without going the Voyage; and in the Psalm it 
says, — * Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even 
they shall understand the loving kindness of the Lord.' 

Well, I trust that since there is so much said in the 
Bible about this sailing, you will allow me to indulge 
my fancy a little in writing to you in sea terms, and I 
only meant to inform you by them, that my Consort — 
James — has been much weather-beaten lately, but it 
has compelled him to throw a deal of lumber over- 
board, his vessel now seems lighter, for we are within 
hail sometimes, so that I know. And he has been 
busy mending his sails and rigging, and making what 
repairs he can, and I have no doubt but he will get 
safe into Redemption Bay. Accept, Dear Brother, of 
our united love. Farewell! I will meet you all at 
Port Pleasant, where I am informed there are two neat 
little vessels that will join our squadron. I am glad of 
it, and wish them a happy voyage. ZiON. 
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Angutt 4, Ytar 8 (*r 1833). 

Dear Brother Pierce,— Just a twelvemonth of our 
imprisonment is now gone by, it seems a long time to us 
to be separated from our friends. But as we know it is 
the Will of God that it should be so, we know that it is all 
to bring about good, and that you will find by-and-by. 

We sent a Petition to the House of Commons a few 
days ago, but have not heard as yet how it goes with it I 
do think they ought to be content with inflicting twelve- 
months' punishment upon us, but I suppose they would 
tell me that they know best about that ; however, we are 
not very anxious, only the natural wish to be among our 
friends again. But it is better to be in a Prison with the 
Lord, than to be at large without him, and I will speak 
this to the praise of him, whose tender mercies are over 
all his works, that He has been filling the Storehouse with 
provision these twelve months, and strongly fortifying the 
City of Zion. We have a set of the most lovely visitors 
you ever saw, that come into our prison continually, but 
they are invisible to others, they are ethereal beings, 
and they come through the keyhole, and make their way 
to the Ward that way, they make us acquainted with 
all that is doing abroad, so that we know the very 
thoughts of men (what nonsense this is I). Well, it 
might be so to some people, but you believe that God sent 
his angels to men in old time, and my opinion of Grod is, 
that He is as good now as he was eighteen centuries ago, 
I am sure that he changeth not (what ' Blasphemers ' we 
are, to believe such things as these I). 

We have heard that there is a Paper War in your town 
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between two clergymen — one of the Protestant church and 
the other of the Roman Catholic, I should like much to 
see the productions on both sides, what can be the matter 
between them? The Roman Catholic says that their 
Pope has the keys of Heaven, and if that's the case they 
ought to be content; but I would just observe one thing, 
viz., that if that is true, however will the Protestants get 
in ? And if the other party did get the keys when the 
Revolution or the * Reformation ' (?) took place, will they, 
think you, let the Roman Catholics in? I think myself 
that no true Protestant would wish to keep anyone from 
happiness. There is only one way at the present that I 
see, by which the spleen in all parties might be a little 
allayed. 

It is very clear and evident that a thorough, clear and 
perfect Revelation of the Sacred Scriptures has not been 
published throughout the world ; for had that been done, 
all men would be of one mind and opinion upon their mean- 
ings and there would be no party sentiments or party 
feelings, but men would live in Brotherly Love with 
each other. Now it is certain that there are among 
the Roman Catholics, men of great learning, and of 
honest and upright minds, who are truly sincere in what 
they follow as Religion, and so there are among the Pro- 
testants. Now, it seems to me a great pity that such men 
through difference of opinion upon some points, should 
live at enmity, and of all the different sects I say the 
same. In every sect there are numbers, great numbers of 
good-meaning people, who would all be in perfect friend- 
ship, were it not that they cannot see alike as to the 
meaning of Scripture. But the worst of all I have not 
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yet mentioned, of which, it may be that the Church of 
England or the Government are not fully aware. It is, 
that for several years past and particularly within 
ten years or so. Infidel principles have gained great 
ground, and men of those principles are now at this time 
numerous, and many of them influential persons, who have 
not as yet made their public appearance, but it is my 
opinion that they will burst out ere long to the surprise of 
many. Now I just offer my opinion to you, that consider- 
ing the divided state of all the sects upon the meaning of 
Scripture (I mean all those who profess to believe that it, 
the Bible, was given by inspiration), and seeing that the 
principles of Paine, Carlile and Taylor, and others (who 
deny the being of a God, and the authenticity of the Bible 
altc^ether), are spreading so fast (for I do believe that 
three parts of the Political Unions are of those principles), 
I give it as my opinion that it would be wise in the 
Government to allow every man to publish his opinions 
upon the meaning of Scripture, freely, without the least 
restraint, for by that means they would ascertain the 
perfect state of the Public mind, how it stood as to 
Religion. Let all opinions go out, and let every one 
judge of them for himself, and who knows but, among 
the many, such a clear Revelation of the meaning of 
Scripture might appear, to which all would be compelled 
to agree and so become one body, united in one mind, and 
that much and long wished-for state of Society be effected, 
I mean, having one Religion, one Life, one Grand Principle 
(the Truth of the Bible), upon which all would act in Love, 
and in perfect conformity to God (Who is the * Author of 
Peace and Lover of Concord'), and in union one with 
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another. Now, if such liberality was adopted by the 
Government, and consented to by the bishops of England, 
I do think that it would be the best and most effectual 
way to secure both Church and State, for if the perfect 
truth and light of the Holy Scriptures was allowed to 
come out, and all cleave to that in one Body, the State 
still maintaining its power, and the ' Church ' maintaining 
her standing, there would then be permanent peace and 
tranquillity. Should the perfect truth and light of the 
Scriptures be discovered by anyone of the Church of 
England, let it be judged in a Grand Congress of pious 
men, men who fear God, of every sect, and who only want 
to establish peace and truth, and if the opinion or pro- 
duction brought to judgment, was proved to be the truth 
of God's sacred Word, then let all sects come into One, 
and let that be the Religion of the whole country, to 
a man. Let the king retain his crown and dignity, 
and live in peace, being the father and nourisher of all his 
people. Here then would be permanent stability, I say, 
both to Church and State ; and if any one of the other 
sects of Religion should be favoured with the great 
discovery of the Grand Pearl of great price (I mean the 
perfect truth and light of the Scriptures)^ and decided as 
we before said, then let all come to the establishment upon 
the truth made known, and judged and decided in 
Congress. I wish not to pull down the establishment, but 
let us all be one Religion, if the perfect truth is in that 
Church, let all be of that church, and if the perfect truth is 
found in any other sect, still let all sects come to the 
Establishment, and the establishment to the decision of 

the aforesaid meeting of good men upon the meaning of 
VOL. XV Q 



242 ZION'S WORKS 

the Bible. O, I think what a happy nation would 
England soon be, did such a benevolent spirit appear in 
those in power, to adopt the principles here suggested, and 
as the Scriptures declare that the time will canu when all 
shall be of one mind in Religion, certainly we men must 
be the instruments by whom that must be effected, and // 
cannot be effected without a Revelation from God^ and the 
immediate effectual working of His power. Where is there 
a man, however great his talents, who has power to unite 
all the sects in one opinion ? No one / Then as God has 
said that this shall be the state of Society in the latter day, 
and whereas it is proved that no man has power to effect so 
mighty and so universal a change ; a Revelation from God 
ought now at this time to be looked for, by which alone 
that desirable state of Society can be brought about. I 
am so loyal (though they have imprisoned me) that I 
wish to see the throne of England established in perfect 
security, and the mind of his majesty adorned with 
every beauty and perfection^ and every statesman 
governed (himself) by Divine Love and Wisdom, and 
ministering the same to all the subjects of his majesty^ 
and all the ministers of the Church to be endowed 
with the satne, and walking on the same line, being 
subject to the Great Eternal Teacher, I mean the Holy 
Spirit, and upon these principles let us be one people 
and one Church. 

But it might be argued by some, thus, 'What need 
has the establishment to submit to those things which 
you suggest, seeing that she has the power in her own 
hand to prevent any innovation on her principles or 
privileges ; the Law of the land supports her, and it will 
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imprison and punish any that dare put forth anything 
contrary to her doctrines or creed, and were the Govern- 
ment so minded, they have force sufficient to compel the 
people to come to the Church, and to put down all sects.' 
Well, we will admit what you say to be true, and you 
might think it politic to put that power in force. But, 
in the first place it would be quite unscriptural so to 
act, and against the very Spirit of Christianity, and 
in so doing no nation could expect the blessings of 
Heaven to be bestowed upon them, but the reverse, 
because God made one man as he did another, and 
God's Word disapproves of coercion ; and in the next 
place, in my opinion such a line of conduct would be 
impolitic, considering the growth of knowledge in the 
Country, and the power and progress of intellect in 
these late times. The people of England would be 
disgusted with such tyranny, and would send forth one 
universal voice against it, and it would be the ready way 
(should the Church and State so unite, and so act) 
to destroy their own power, and produce a complete 
revolution, and make of the whole nation a total wreck, 
which every well-meaning man would wish to prevent. 
And suppose that a whole people were compelled by 
force to subscribe to One Creed, those who exerted the 
power would live in continual fears of breakings-out from 
all quarters, knowing that the people were, in mind, dis- 
affected toward them, though obliged to submit, and 
hatred would rankle in the bosom against their oppressors, 
until it would burst out at the last into a flame, and 
the whole would end, sooner or later, with every scene 
of horror, and every kind of destruction would ensue. 
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This, in my opinion, would certainly be the effect that 
such a measure would in the end produce in these days, 
therefore it would be quite impolitic for a Government 
so to act ; and many wise and discerning men in this 
Country judge it impolitic, improper in every sense, and 
unscriptural in the utmost degree, to imprison or in 
anywise punish men for their conscientious opinions 
upon Scripture, and who think it their duty to pro- 
mulgate them for the good of all ; and it is certain that 
the principle of persecution is as much manifest in the 
punishing of two or three for their differing in opinion 
from the establishment, as if a hundred thousand were 
sent to prison for the same, for if that number were 
suddenly to start up of the same sentiments as ourselves 
on Religious points, of course the Government and the 
Church would proceed to punish the whole, after they 
had punished the principal character, or characters, and 
it had not the desired effect. Then what a dreadful 
scene would begin, fully as terrible as that between the 
Romans and Protestants formerly, and would in all 
probability end at last to the disadvantage of those 
who persecuted, for the time is come that truth and 
righteousness must live, and evil must be put an end to. 
And in the case above mentioned, the Protestants 
judged themselves oppressed and led wrong in Religious 
matters, and they struggled for their freedom, and in 
spite of the bloody persecution, in spite of torturings and 
burnings alive, they gained their freedom from the papal 
power, and cast off the galling yoke, for which all people 
commend them. They were counted Heretics and 
Devils by the Roman Catholics, and horrible cruelties 
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were committed upon them, because they differed in 
opinion from the Mother Church, as it was called. How 
unjust, that men were not allowed to think for them- 
selves in matters respecting or relating to the Soul! a 
set of tyrannical Priests, to be sure, must think for them, 
and an old infatuated and self-conceited Pope they must 
apply to for the forgiveness of sins, and he must receive 
the title of * his Holiness ' ; men of sense at last would 
be no longer so priest-ridden, and they got from under it 
I wish the Protestants would not forget those times, in 
which they thought it so hard and cruel to be persecuted 
for their opinions. But it is clear that they do forget, 
when they can now do the same things (I don't say to the 
extent, but the principle is there) to those who differ 
from them in Religious views ; but why should one man 
compel another, when he can neither save himself nor 
another ? it is unscriptural and unjust to punish or even to 
despise another for the opinions he may form and adopt. 
Rom. xiv. S — 'Let every man,' says Paul, *be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind,' and since God has allowed us 
this privilege, the man that would deprive us of it is 
acting in opposition to the sacred command of God, by 
the Apostle. 

I would therefore say to the man who would advise 
the power of the temporal sword to be put in force, to 
keep up the * Church of Christ^ — Sir, your argument is not 
according to the Spirit taught in the Gospel, but directly 
opposed unto it This is one of the errors of Popery, 
and did they stand or maintain their authority over 
Great Britain, by taking the sword in hand ? No, they 
lost their power, because these were not God's weapons 
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that he commanded his servants to fight with, therefore. 
Information, Reason, Scripture and Intellect were 
stronger than the sword at last, and the Protestants gained 
their freedom, and shook off the idea of the Pope's 
supremacy, and his power ; and just so it would be in 
these days. It is the opinion of many in the Church that 
it certainly is in danger now, from the vast numbers of 
Dissenters, and from the rapid progress and spread of 
Infidelity, and also from other causes ; I for my own part 
cannot but be serious, with the prospect before us. Some 
might be careless about these things, but I confess I 
cannot, and I do think it my duty at such a time, to 
suggest a plan (as I have in these sheets) that would 
give universal satisfaction, and would be productive of 
universal peace and harmony, a Plan so christianlike, 
so liberal, noble and free, that would at once deprive 
the enemies, both of the Church and State, of the 
power to open their mouths against either, and would 
be a thousand times more effective in bringing about 
universal Good and permanent Peace, than all the lawyers 
in the world, or all the military power on the earth ever 
did, or ever will, or can do. 

But, alas, my plan will not be attended to; for the 
Scripture says (Eccles, ix. i6), 'The poor man's wisdom 
is despised, and his words are not heard,' so saith the 
Sacred Word, and I presume that it was written for such 
a time as this, when the poor man should suggest a plan 
(by the Spirit of Grod) for the good of the king, the State, 
and the Church, and society universally, but his words 
would be counted trash; such is the spirit of the rich, 
the wise, and the great of the world, learning and worldly 
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grandeur is all. But they consider not, that God said 
that he would give to the poor that wisdom that would 
be profitable to direct, in the end, when he should come 
to make up his Jewels ; and it is written in the Scripture 
thus, * Woe unto you rich,* etc., etc., and why ? because 
the wisdom of God is by them counted foolishness. But 
if my plan was adopted, it would be found profitable, 
but I am counted the enemy of the Church, though indeed 
I am not, but the real friend of all. I must now conclude 
this, with kind love to yourself and all friends. 

From ZiON, the City of Truth. 

PS. — Zion means — 'where God visiteth.' 
The human heart, in Scripture, is called a city. 

[This, being written under the Prison restrictions, is so 
worded as to pass the supervision of the 'authorities,' 
while at the same time conveying (to Believers) the 
deeper Spiritual truths underlying the outside reading; 
who would know what was tneant by * Church and State," 
« King,' etc, in the Spiritual World. The struggle of the 
'Protestants' to escape from Priestly thraldom and 
domination, which was ultimately achieved, was but the 
type, set in the outward world, of the real * Re-formation ' 
of the human character effected in Zion, by the protest of 
the Spirit of Truth against the Powers of darkness, and its 
final triumph over error — C. B. H.] 
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TO MISS M. L. BRADLEY. 

Dbrby Gaol, August 22, Yuur 8. 

Dear Sister, — I did not intend writing to you this 
time, because I did not know that there would be time 
to do so before Mrs Collins would be sending to Birming- 
ham ; but as there is a little time to spare, I thought I 
would address a line expressive of the pleasure I feel in 
believing you to be a Sister, in that you have chosen with 
me — proud to be your servant — the way of Truth ; and 
that you are bold enough to judge for yourself in a matter 
of such great consequence as that pertaining to our future 
and everlasting happiness. Judging for ourselves is a 
proof that we have rationality ; Idiots must be led by the 
nose, as they cannot be led by understanding. But it 
would be an everlasting disgrace upon us who have 
intellect, to suflTer any man — or any set of men, whatever 
be the cut or colour of their garb — to put a hook in our 
nose, and to lead us as a Bear to the stake, or where they 
please. No, I will not be a dancing bear, or a diverting 
monkey, either to Pope or Devil ; nor will I walk by the 
creed of anyone, but I will judge for myself, just as if 
there were but myself upon earth, and one God in 
Heaven ; and we must reason together, and come to an 
understanding. I am a man, and I must understand; 
you are of the same species, my dear Sister, though 
differing in sex, and in you is a capability of attaining 
unto such a portion, or degjree of spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, as to set you above the wisest in the region 
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of the world. Then what fools should we be — while we 
possess the wonderful faculty of discerning spiritual 
objects, and by it enjoying a kingdom within ourselves 
— to let others judge for us, and so to ever be children, 
if not entire Idiots. 

I am glad my dear Sister, that you are determined to 
be a Woman, and to acknowledge but One Superior, viz., 
'The Great Grod — the Only Wise!* — to Him may you 
order yourself lowly and reverently— 3/^r He is ^your 
betters,' — be true and just in all your dealings ; bear no 
malice or hatred in your heart; keep your hands from 
picking and stealing, and your tongue from evil-speaking, 
lying and slandering; keep your body in temperance, 
soberness and chastity ; do not covet nor desire any other 
men's goods — particularly the ^ goods^ of a certain Band 
of men, whom I will not name: — but earn and receive 
your daily bread, and do your duty in that station of life, 
unto which it has pleased God to call you. And then 
I am sure that you are a Protestant, for you now protest 
against being led by the nose, but choose wisdom and 
understanding for your guide. Mrs C. is about coming 
for the letter, I will say more another time ; but words are 
not able to express the pleasure I have in being allowed 
to call you * Sister.' — I am your loving Friend and 
Brother, ZiON. 

I beg you will present my kind love to Sister Wade, 
I have never had the pleasure of a line from her. She 
does not make much noise in the world, or I should hear 
it. But she may say, * Why, Zion never wrote to me.' 
Yes, but I have though, and a good many long letters, 
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and All * hve Utters ' too. Now is it not rather hard not 
to have one in answer to so many. 

Remember me to my friend Sherwood. I think I 
have gone rather too far now in naming any; but I 
don't know how it is, I can't help it sometimes, so 
I hope all will bear with me, if I am a little curious in 
my way. 

To conclude, finally this time ; — I need not send my 
kind love, best respects, etc, to a certain 'Somebody,' 
need I? Perhaps I had better though, nobody knows 
how such a want of manners might be taken; please 
then, to give my very best love to Mr Holinsworth, and 
the very same he has had all along. 

Well good-bye, may you fare-well, dear Sister, and 
Mr H. likewise. 



ANSWER TO COLONEL EVANS, M.P. FOR 
WESTMINSTER. 

Sipitmber II, YearS, 

Honoured Sir, — We were unwilling to trouble you 
with a letter in answer to the one you kindly favoured us 
with; yet if we did not, it would appear as though we 
were not sensible of our obligations to you for your kind 
exertions in our behalf. We beg leave to return you our 
most grateful acknowledgments, and to assure you. Sir, 
that we are and ever shall be deeply sensible of the favour 
you have conferred upon us. 

We are greatly obliged by the instructions you have 
given us, that we are at liberty to apply to the Attorney- 
General for the fulfilment of his promise to you with 
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respect to our case; and we thank the Giver and the 
Worker of all good, that He has inspired you with such 
generous and noble sentiments as you are pleased to 
express in your letter, upon the subject of religious 
liberty. 

God is the Author of peace, and the Lover of concord, 
and it is by His power that the mind of every man is 
fitted for the station he must hold in society ; and He it 
is that has blessed you with those liberal feelings toward 
your fellow-men, which so conspicuously appear in all 
your speeches, and are demonstrated in all your actions, 
we mean as a public Character, and as an honoured 
Member of the English Parliament ; as such we have the 
pleasure of knowing you, and of forming a high estimate 
of your worth. 

The mind that God has given you cannot be altered, 
no more than your complexion; you must breathe forth 
those principles by which you are influenced, and you 
must act by that Power that has inspired your heart. 
And if man is not his own agent, but acts from a pro- 
pelling power within himself (of which he is not always 
conscious) in matters relating to mundane affairs, how 
much more must it be so in things of a spiritual nature, 
and that relate to Immortality. 

And if a Member of the Parliament, filled with the 
spirit of benevolence to all men, and whose seat in the 
House is for the public good and welfare, — has his bene- 
volent intentions opposed, and his labours for the 
universal good lost by the (at present) overwhelming 
power that operates against him, in many others whose 
hearts are not so enlarged as his to relieve suffering 
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humanity; — how grieved is his mind, and how cruelly 
wounded are his feelings. 

Then if a man, under spiritual influence, and whom 
Grod has recently endowed with the light and knowledge 
of the Sacred Scriptures beyond what has hitherto been 
given ; and who, acting from the Divine impelling Power 
within him, makes known his discoveries (or what is 
revealed to him) to the world, under the power of 
Universal benevolence and good-will to all, and con- 
scious of the uprightness of his intentions, and that what 
he offers to the world, are those truths which alone can 
free the mind of man from mistaken notions of the mean- 
ing of Holy Writ, the not understanding of which has 
miserably enslaved the minds of millions of the human 
race; when such a man is attacked by the spirit of 
intolerance, and violent hands are laid upon the free 
Spirit of God — who imparts wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing to whom He pleases, nor asks counsel of any 
man, or set of men, as to whom He shall use as an 
Instrument in the diffusion of the same, — how grievous, 
how unscriptural, diabolical, and unreasonable must that 
spirit of intolerance be, that would crush every notion and 
opinion upon the Sacred Scriptures, but what has been 
imbibed by tradition and education. Surely the Bible 
plainly declares to man that Grod would send forth new 
knowledge in the ' latter times,' and those who have read 
the volume of Inspiration with any degree of interest 
must be sensible of this. Then should not those who 
persecute what appears to them (at first view) new and 
strange, beware, lest they be found * fighting against Grod.* 

We are thankful that there are laws made to punish 
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those who would transgress reason, peace and order, and 
commit outrages on their fellows ; but God has given no 
authority to one man to punish another for the religious 
knowledge with which he might be inspired. 

The world has long groaned under the pressure of 
religious bigotry, and we conceive it to be the root of all 
evil ; and the removal of it must begin the universal 
refomty and peace of the world. And the man who labours 
to put down that demon, is the true servant and friend 
of God and man. 

We humbly trust, Sir, that you will pardon the liberty 
we have taken in thus speaking so much of our senti- 
ments ; it arises entirely from our love of good and right, 
and our gratitude to you, Sir, for your endeavours to free 
us from unjust confinement. A warm and grateful sense 
of which, will ever live in the bosoms of, Sir, your greatly- 
obliged and humble servants. 

John Ward, and Chas. Wm. Twort. 

[There is so marked a degeneracy in public political 
principle and even private virtue in this day (1900!), 
when sentiment is subordinated to self-interest and 
personal or public aggrandisement, for the most part; 
that the query may well arise in the mind — *To whom 
(of the present members of Parliament) could such 
a (truly sentvnenta[) letter be justly addressed now?* 
And perhaps only Mr John Morley and Mr John Bums 
could (in their conscience) lay claim thereto, in pure 
disinterestedness. — C. B. H. December 4, Year 75.] 
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{Septembir) Ymr^ 

Dear and respected Brother Holbrook» — I 
have sent the following Epistle (^ Answer to Hewitt's 
* History of Priestcraft* see Vol. HI., p. 113) to you 
as a token of my respect; for believe me, ever since I 
had the pleasure of being acquainted with you, I have 
observed in you a sincere desire to know and enjoy the 
truth. You are not one that makes a great noise, but I 
believe that you are one that ponders much on the written 
word of the Scriptures, desiring earnestly to be acquainted 
with its Sacred mysteries, that by the knowledge of them 
you might be redeemed from evil. And though adverse 
winds have blown us asunder as to personal presence, I 
trust that you still look toward Zion, — I mean, you know, 
to the Free Spirit ; and if you still look unto it, you can- 
not forget the Vessel in which it has pleased the Author 
of peace and Lover of concord to deposit the Truth of 
the Scriptures, for your happiness and comfort. Nor do I 
think that you do forget the humble instrument, but that 
you consider him your Brother (in this world), and 
remember that he is called to be a Martyr for the Truth's 
sake ; was so spiritually, in order that the Truth might be 
made known to you and to all men ; and is now a sufferer 
by bodily imprisonment, as is also our Brother James; 
and you may believe that we retain our affection and 
friendship for you and yours. 

^ This is one of the gnmdest productions of this prolific Year, which com- 
prised (among the numerous others) such important works as the ' Dialogue ' 
(Vol. IV.) ; * All things work together for good' (Vol. II.) ; * Rahab and the 
Spies' (Vol. I.); * Satan's Crown turned upside down' (Vol. III.); *The 
Two Prophets' (Vol. III.) ; * On a passage (the four Horses) from Revela- 
tions' (Vol. I.); and (the same month) *The Five Loaves and Two Fishes.' 
(Vol. III.) Vide Catalogue C. B. H. 
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I commend this Epistle to your consideration, with 
love unfeigned to yourself and family, hoping that we 
shall yet meet, and come to a still more perfect knowledge 
of every truth of God. 

Make a good use of this, my Brother, and much 
greater light is coming for you, until you shall attain to 
that perfection of knowledge, when happiness, by means 
of it, will be permanent and without a cloud. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself your affectionate 
friend, and loving Brother, ZiON. 



SepiembtriZy VearS. 

Dear Brother Pierce, — Yesterday we received the 
parcel with a ;;^io note from our worthy friend Woodiwiss, 
for which we return our sincere thanks. Have written to 
Mr W. to-day. We were glad of the Newspaper, and 
notice the confession of the Royal Duke (of Sussex) at 
the Freemason's dinner, viz., that he had been studying 
the Bible for many years, and still he is far from gaining 
the knowledge of it that he desires. 

Now, I do believe that His Royal Highness is very 
anxious to know the truth of the Sacred Scriptures ; my 
opinion of that Gentleman is, and has been for many 
years, that he does love the Bible. He has, I am in- 
formed, in his possession some very ancient MSS. 
prophecies; he sees there are deep mysteries in the 
Scriptures, that himself nor any other man hath been 
able to develop ; and I believe that he is more than 
ordinarily concerned about these things. I confess I 
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do not know any 'great Man' whom I conceive more 
friendship for, than for him, though I never had the 
pleasure of speaking to him. But he was an intimate 
friend of Dr Collier's of Camberwell, and he told me of 
the pursuits of the Duke; he certainly is a very quiet 
man, and a lover of useful study, and I would be very 
glad to say a little to him upon the Scriptures, but that I 
cannot hope for just yet. We are glad to hear that you 
are better in health ; should be sorry for Mr * Cholera * to 
pay you a visit, he called to see my Mrs W. a few days 
ago, I told her to rise up against him, and to tell him in 
the name of St Crispin, to be gone. I can't say whether 
she obeyed my directions, but I do not expect that her 
faith was strong enough. Hope that Brother Edward 
Wright is better ; I remembered that I did not mention 
him in my last, but hope he will not consider it as want of 
feeling for him. 

We are glad to hear that you will favour us with a 
visit, 'tis a long time since we had the pleasure of seeing 
you ; shall be expecting you, if we should not be liberated 
before the time. 

Have nothing particular to add more, at this time, but 
our kind love to your family and all the friends ; and the 
same most cordially to yourself, and Brother Kirk and 
family. We long to be in your company. Farewell. — 
From your ever-loving friend and affectionate Brother, 

ZiON. 

With grateful acknowledgments of all favours. 
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TO MR C BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

Derby Gaol. 

My very dear Brother,— Just now your kind 
bounty with that of the other friends was received, for 
which we return our sincere thanks: our feeh'ngs, both 
Brother James's and my own, towards our Birmingham 
friends cannot be expressed, but if you for a moment 
place yourselves (as it were) in our situation altogether, 
you may then guess what they must be. 

We thank our God, and you who are become His 
obedient and willing instruments to do His will and 
pleasure, in the supporting of your Brethren who are 
called to go foremost in the Cause of freedom and 
glorious truth, and to become martyrs for its sake. 
But alas! to what purpose is it all, for it is now the 
eighth year, and I see by your letter that there's 
* Nothing cornel at least so I'm told, and the word says 
by Joanna Southcott — 'Within eight years a perfect 
peace — A happy nation you shall see.' 

Verily, verily, God is true, and Zion is His faithful 
witness to record His faithfulness to His promise. 

Now, the standing in God, is in the first place that 
eight years or 8th Day — ^yet the word has a three- 
fold meaning, and this very month (October) I am 
brought to the enjoyment of that * perfect peace ' ; I am 
now happier in the light and knowledge of my God 
than ever I was, even to a perfect peace since this 
month commenced. For the promise of this perfect 
peace was for me individually at the first, before the 

expiration of eight years ; and you see the Prison could 
VOL. XV R 
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not frustrate the decree of God. I have been hitherto 
a comparative child, to the light, pleasure and glory, 
that I now enjoy; my days in former time have been 
'spent in grief, and my years with sighing'; but God 
forgetteth not the humble/ Read Ps. xxxi. 

Well, Brother, you are called to know something of 
Christ's sufferings, by experience, and I am glad of it ; 
and if Shiloh must have a time to grow, and must wait 
his appointed time to obtain all that is promised him, 
must it not be the same with you? Be sober, Brother. 
Steady! Steady!! Your ship is in a head sea, just 
now, and there's land ahead; don't let the shipmen flee 
out of the ship. Get out your deep-sea lead and line, 
and sound, and you'll And the depth of the water 
twenty fathoms, and go a little farther you'll find it 
fifteen fathoms; depend on it you draw near some 
country. See Acts xxviL 27, 28. Twenty fathoms first. 
Brother, and then you come to the fifteen — 1-5 — Love 
dwelling in God, and God dwelling in Love ; and what are 
twenty fathoms of sufferings to be borne, when we are 
sure to have the fifteen? This is the way I reckon, — 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in 
us^ in uSy In us! — y^!^y in us. (See explanation of 
* US ' in Epistle to Glasgow, January, Year 8. Vol. L 
pp. 148-157.) 

* Nothing is come! I am quite glad of it ; that must 
prepare the way for something; — *As having nothing, 
yet possessing all things.' Will you not be content to 
have nothing? O do, my Brother, be perfectly content 
to have nothing, that's your mark; come there, and 
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then you shall sing 'All's well.' But— * Oh, it's hard 
work to be content' (Mrs B.). But — *Oh, it's harder 
work not to be content' (Mr B.). So it is, I must say, 
for that demon discontent makes a man's way like a 
hedge of thorns ; awkward work to be obliged to march 
to music through a hedge of thorns, and keep step and 
time, especially for women on account of their petti- 
coats; well, they must tuck them up. Gird up the 
encumbering skirts of the outside clothing, make bare 
the leg and march on to perfection — perfection is for 
Shilohites; and I swear to this by the Eternal God, 
and ' an oath for confirmation is an end of all strife.' 
I have just embraced the present opportunity of writ- 
ing, merely to acknowledge the receipt of your benefac- 
tion, but the first opportunity I will speak more fully. 
{See the remarkable Epistle of October 25, Year 8, on 
'Opinion.' Vol. V., pp. 1-29.) I wrote to the Great 
Man (the Attorney-General), and * nothing is come ' ; 
well, 'Contentment,' said one, *is the best fortune.' 
You wrote, and nothing is come: well, so it must be. 
Brother. Thieves and murderers may be screened from 
suffering, but not us. {See Ep. Vol. XIII. pp. 192-217.] 

I cannot now answer our kind Brother Squire's 
letter, but you may tell him that Fanny Bradley [the 
elder daughter] can never sink, swim she must. 

He saw her wet, disordered hair, 
When in the stream she did appear, 
But she was rescued from the flood. 
And on the bank she firmly stood. 
Who could have thought that one so mean 
Would rescue Fanny from the stream ? 
It was the Lord in strange disguise 
Who did perform the enterprise ! 
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* Come home with me,' said grateful Fan, 

* And to my friends I'll show the man ; 
Their utmost thanks you shall receive. 
Who plucked me from the wat'ry grave : 
For I will never cease to tell 

The dangers into which I fell ; 
And together we will loud proclaim 
The praises of your worthy name.' 

More another time, I must shut up shop. 

We send you the enclosed writing, you will know 
what to do with it, but perhaps in two or three days I 
will write again. 

Brother James is quite overcome by your kind 
expressions of love to him in your letter. Excuse 
haste — this comes privately; from your ever-loving 
friend, ZiON. 

Wednesdayt October (kc (I don't know what). 



TO MR THOMAS PIERCE. 

[In November] Year 8. 

My dear Brother, — We have just received your 
kind letter dated the loth, with the parcel containing 
£$ from our beloved Friend R. for which we return all 
grateful thanks; also a letter from Sister M. R., sorry 
to hear she has had some accident, but she does not 
inform us what it is nor how it happened. What kind 
and loving friends has God given me; words cannot 
express my feeling on the subject, but I hope to see 
you all soon [the eighteen months expired February 3 
following], and have the plesaure of expressing my 
thanks in person. 
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Your letter to the Attorney- General I much approve 
of, your prompt action in all things I do admire. What 
you have now done is a proof that you wish our com- 
pany, not that we wanted additional proofs of that than 
your former services have given us; but in our present 
circumstances we feel doubly every act of kindness 
shown us, and our hearts seem to glow afresh with that 
love which we ever felt to our Nottingham friends. 

I hope that you will pardon me for any seeming 
remissness in many things ; if I do not always answer 
your letters so fully as I ought, it is entirely owing to 
my mind continually dwelling on the Word of God; 
this is all my concern, that you all might have the 
Word of Life pure, when you do have it, which will be 
more and more. So you will not think that I wilfully 
neglect anything. I assure you that often, fromr the 
same cause, I should and have neglected to eat, until I 
was by James reminded. The Book — Mr Howitt's — 
we have : it is a well-written work, but Mr Howitt we 
hope will see deeper into more useful knowledge. He 
has read much, but I should like him to read the ' Book 
of Life,' that's the Book of books, there's no craft in 
that but pure Nature in her original dress. It is like 
the City of Kilkenny in Ireland — there is *Air without 
fog, (ire without smoke, water without mud, and streets 
paved with marble.' Now what do you think of Potato- 
land ? There's a City for you, not another on earth 
like it. 

Did you notice the Hieroglyphic in the 'Prophetic 
Messenger' for this year? There's a fine Irish Queen, 
the Queen of Erin, standing on the green turf, with her 
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wedding shoes and stockings on (bare feet). She holds 
in her hand a long staff, on the top is the Cap of Liberty, 
and beside her a large golden Harp ; and in the flag the 
decree of Fate is figured out, and written on it these 
words, *By these they shall triumph over all!' Ifs all 
nonsense; but there's something in the wind. 'Naube- 
hogolarth : Nauboccah a grab - gaL Thurum - my 
Moduahl' You don't understand Irish I know, but 
I'll warrant there's something in it, and you'll under- 
stand it very well when I tell you the English — 'The 
Fox in the trap is caught by the Tail.' Foxes you 
know are sad things for carrying ofF ducks, geese and 
fowls; there's nothing I like better than catching them 
and tying them tale to tale. You know that Herod was 
called a Fox. I wonder if he was fond of poultry? I 
should suppose he was, as he was the Father of all the 
Foxes; but this is merely a riddle, and I leave you to 
unriddle it, at present. [See Vol. III. pp. 54-58.] 

We feel greatly obliged to you and Brother Kirk for 
all your exertions in the Cause, and for the pleasing and 
comforting news you send us, how rejoiced our loving 
friends are at the hope of seeing us at liberty once more. 
We most sincerely thank them, and I am sure our love 
is mutual, and our desire equal to be with you. But we 
will not be over anxious about our liberation, lest we 
should be the more disappointed if it be not granted 
directly. Grod does as He pleases and His time is best ; 
they could have no power against us, was it not given 
them; so that all shall be well, be it as it will. 

Our dear Brother Kirk's letter gave us great comfort : 
what a pleasure it is to hear him say that he leaves all 
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his concerns in the hands of unerring wisdom ; and I am 
sure his trials are very great. I thank the God of all 
grace for the measure of spiritual strength which He 
hath given our Brother, and also for his bodily health. 

It gives us much pleasure, dear Brother Pierce, to hear 
that yourself and Sister Pierce and family are well. I 
trust to spend a happy hour with you at your cheerful 
fireside soon, 

When howling winds shall blow no more. 
And we like sailors safe on shore 

Will tell of dangers passed. 
How we the dreadful gale outrode 
By trusting in our Saviour, God, 

And anchoi'd safe at last. 
In Port secure, no winds to dread. 
Nor billows rolling o'er our head, 

But snug at moorings lie. 
And with one heart of love, and mind. 
We'll sing the merits of that wind 

That blew us high and dry. 
Then round a fire of Erir^s turf^ 
Secure from winds, from sea, and surf, 

Our Fcdry tales we'll tell. 
Innocent truth our lips shall move 
To praise the wonders of that love, 

Which makes us sing * All's well I 
And while we thus our bliss enjoy, 
Shut in where foes cannot annoy. 

High shall our bosoms swell 
With purest love to all our race. 
That they with us may know that Grace 

By which we sing, ^ AlVs well! All's well ! ! ' 

These lines sprung spontaneous in my mind, and I 
wrote them just as they came. As for the poetry, per- 
haps it is worth but little, but feelings of purest love and 
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friendship produced the matter, therefore, that being so, 
I know you will accept them from your ever-loving 
Friend, ZiON. 

PS, — You will see that we are yet fast in * Stone 
Bay/ but we lie at single anchor with cable shortened-in 
two or three rounds of the capstan ; and the anchor's a 
trip, hands are ready at the fore-topsail halyards and 
jib-sheet ; so that we only wait for our dispatches from 
Headquarters, as soon as they come on board, we weigh, 
and wear ship. Heaven blow us a prosperous breeze! 
We long to see Nottingham lighthouse ahead, turning 
our stem to Derby breakers, where we've been so long 
locked in. 

But should the wind still continue to blow (jrom the 
Norths why you must not expect to see us just yet. 
With kindest love to you all, farewell. Have the 
pleasure to say we are pretty well in health, both of us. 

The following Song is for you. Brother Kirk, Senior. 
And mind it is not for any public use. I only wrote it 
just as a little kind of indulgence to my own mind, and 
amusement as it were, in my captivity. 

A SONG COMPOSED IN THE COLD STONE 
GAOL, DERBY. 

TVVE—' Home, Sweet Home: 

The exile that's banished far distant to roam, 
Tis he, ah, 'tis he knows the sweets of a home. 
And now I'm confined in a cold cell of Stone, 
Makes me ofttimes reflect on the pleasures of Home. 
Home, sweet home ! 
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While far from my friends I sit musing alone, 
One pleasure's still left — *tis to think of my home. 
And though in rude climes for a while I must roam, 
A Friend I still have who will bring me safe home. 
Home, sweet home ! 

Then all pain we'll forget, and all sorrows we'll drown 
In a sweet flood of joy, when we meet all at home. 
So the tear Til wipe off, that is now trickling down. 
And ril hope for the day to sit smiling at Home ! 
Home, sweet home ! 

Then all tears will be dried, and all sadness be flown. 
And love sweetly dwell in each bosom at home ; 
For, for Friendship I'm formed, and to love only prone. 
Then how hard is that heart would keep me from Home. 
Home, sweet home I 

But the blessed day will come, when no Prison of 
Stone shall deprive my fond soul of the pleasures of 
Home ! N,B, — My sweet Home is my God, who is 
always my Refuge; but as I am a social being, fond of 
society, and of the enjoyment of the company of those I 
love, these verses are penned under those feelings, which 
if I did not possess I should not be human. Years ago 
I sought social comfort in the bosom of my family ; 
and I have now a family of loving children to whom 
my presence and company is dear, and who are 
Believers in the Truth revealed/ And I have numbers 
who are begotten into Love's Kingdom by the Word, 
who are equally dear to me, and I to them ; but the 
cruel hand of persecution that prevents our social inter- 
course together, wrings from my heart these sentiments, 
which that bosom alone can account for — where true 
love and sacred friendship dwells. ^ ZiON. 



266 ZIOJNTS WORKS 

Two verses added by C, Bradley^ Senior. 

Though obstructions oppose — I care not from whom, 
Such things only fix me firmer at home. 
In the midst of them all Tm ne'er left alone, 
For Love is my Guide, who will bring me safe Home. 
Home, sweet home ! 

My foes they may vaunt, and in malice may foam ; 
But all is in vain to keep mtfrom Home. 
For Love all my foes will surely overcome. 
And fix me for ever ! with God as my Home/ 

Home, sweet home I 



Derby Gaol, November 26, Year 8. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— Yesterday we had the 
pleasure of hearing by Mr Broughton that you were all 
well at Nottingham, and comfortable together, and in 
addition to this message we received a note from our 
Brother Kirk to nearly the same effect, which cannot 
but afford us very great pleasure, especially as you 
express the desire of our appearing again among you, 
which is our heart's wish to be again favoured with the 
company and conversation of those who have passed 
through the gloomy hour, resisting the poisonous waters 
which the great Red Dragon cast out of his mouth as 
a flood, in order to carry away the Wo-man, who has 
laboured to bring forth that loveliest offspring, viz., 
Truth, of whom the Poet sweetly sung. [Here follows 
the *Ode*^; the letter continues] — It gives us great 
pleasure to hear that a few of Zion's spiritual children 
mean to spend the evening of the 30th together, to 
commemorate the day that Zion was set free from the 

1 See Vol. Xni. ^. 284-288. 
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temporal Workhouse, which was an emblem of his quit- 
ting Egypt spiritually, no more to work for the flesh 
but for the Spirit. It was in that place that, in the 
Spirit, I on high did soar from height to height. 
•Three days you wander in the air, Then the first 
heaven to you appears. Six days I tell you must be 
known Ere you ascend unto my throne. And with 
enlightened saints you meet. Ere you approach the 
Judgment Seat' That house was origrinally built for 
an Inn, and the houses built all about it were called 
New Inn Town, and it stands in a sweet, airy situation, 
and the air is, or was, so salubrious in that spot, to what 
it is about all other parts of London, that it got its 
name, Montpelier, or pure air; and there was Room 
made in the Inn at last, and I found the Air very Pure, 
I was put into Jacob's Ward, in that house, and that's 
where I many a struggle had, till I became quite free, 
and bold was made to fly abroad on wings of love, to 
carry peace to all. 

Farewell, Brethren and Sisters all; may lovely peace 
in every bosom dwell, and trample each dark demon 
down to Hell ; we hope ere long to have the pleasure of 
seeing you all. Give our kind love. Brother Pierce, to 
your wife and family, and the same to all with yourself. 



TO MISS MARY LOUISA BRADLEY. 

December ^t YearS. 

My dear Sister, — I have not had time to answer 
your very kind and welcome letter until now; you see 
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your Brother gave me a little job, for he likes to sec the 
Mill going. Is it not astonishing that he could so turn 
against his Father, and Old Mother Church. Talk of 
miracles ceasing! To see Charles, and Frances and 
Louisa, one Good Friday morning. O what vengeance 
flashed forth from the eye — O what clouds, what 
thunder clouds sat on the brow, and what a shower of 
stones came whistling about our ears ; and then the 
fowls fled away together, to make their nest in the 
North country and to hide themselves in their 'ceiled 
houses'; ay, to 'make a covenant with death, and 
with Hell to be at agreement.' And to call this a 
^ Good' Friday morning! Well, I say that it was a 
good morning for you, for the * Old-one' seemed to 
know that he must quit the premises, and he was 
determined not to go out easily. 

I do not write this with a view to call these things to 
your remembrance; but I admire the wonderful ways 
of wisdom, how she turneth 'wise men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge foolish.' Just so it was with 
myself; it was impossible for any being to resist more 
than I did the 'right ways of the Lord.' Poor foolish 
Ward wanted to go to Heaven, but was so wise as to 
reject the way, fulfilling what is written (Rom. x. 21), 
'But to Israel he saith. All day long I have stretched 
forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying 
people.' And if I, who had seen so much of the way 
of the Spirit, and had had such an experience, acted so 
unwisely as to count myself unworthy of Eternal Life, 
and to reject the right hand of God that was held out 
to me all the day of my Visitation; and if I did not 
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know the right hand from the left, what then could be 
expected from you who were altogether of yesterday — 
I mean, being altogether in mere nature, as it is called 
— not knowing anything of to-day^ much less of the 
* Morrow/ 

Therefore, dear Sister, I will speak to you in the 
language in which (as the figure is) Joseph spoke to his 
brethren (Gen. xlv. 4, 5), 'Come near to me, I pray 
you, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, neither let there 
be anger (i>., guilt) in your eyes, that ye sold me 
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve 
life* You never had a thought, dear Sister, that the 
Lord should come to dwell on earth in so simple and 
humble a manner, to be your 'Prophet, Priest and 
King,' although the Scriptures so very plainly tell of it, 
and so do all prophetic writings: — 'As very Man I will 
be here,' says the Prophecy by J. Southcott. And I 
could point you to numerous parts of Scripture that 
speak the same exactly. 

But to this knowledge and Grace of God, the 
minister you sat under was as dead as the corpse that 
he would bury in the afternoon of Sunday, 'in sure 
and certain hope of a blessed resurrection.' He is, I 
say, just as dead to spiritual knowledge or life as the 
corpse is to sensibility, and how could you be any 
otherwise? And had you treated me with all the 
disdain possible, and insulted me in the most gross 
manner, I could not blame you. No, dear Girl, it was 
not you, but sin that dwelt in you, and you thought it 
right to reject Zion; and it was your desire to be right 
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that compelled and drove you to do wrong; therefore 
your heart was toward good, though your head was so 
far away from the point Therefore my heart rejoices 
over you, and your dear Brother, the more, and your 
kind letter was to me so acceptable that words cannot 
express my feelings; and perhaps your dear Sister, 
though yet so stout, may be affected with the force of 
truth ere long. 

You complain of a barrenness of feeling, I do not 
wonder at that because the change is so great; it is 
very hard sometimes to turn right about and go the 
contrary road, denying all that ever you knew or 
thought of in 'Religion,' and though you see in the 
Word through Zion incontrovertible truth and the love 
of God displayed toward men, yet the old belief sticks 
close to you, and frequently a cold wind will blow from 
the wilderness of Sin, and as it were a frost will nip the 
bud of Truth and hurt the tender grape: so between 
the two the struggling mind will be like the troubled 
sea. But, dear Sister, you must learn to catch the ' foxes 
that spoil the vines'; you know it is written, *The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man hath nowhere to lay his head.' 
Now the foxes have holes in your heart, there they 
hide, and it is knowledge alone that can root them 
out. 

Men could always receive the Word in the letter^ and 
they could build up a great and fine 'religion' upon it 
Yes, and thousands more could receive the visiting Angels 
that have visited men and women, making them foretell 
future events, and speak many and great things that 
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related to this very time. So the foxes always had 
their holes, and the birds of the air had their msts, but 
oh ! to receive the Son of Man, who could ? And why ? 
Why because the * foxes' cunningly told the people 
that he came so long ago, and that he performed so 
many great and wonderful miracles, and all that; and 
they gave such * interpretations ' of the Bible, and so 
cunningly managed the matter for their own interest, 
that they might seize upon the geese and ducks, 
poultry, eggs, milk, etc., and all the rest of the good 
things ; and you know that foxes are very fond of all 
these. So by the Word being understood in the mere 
outside letter of it, it made foxes of men, and very art- 
fully they have acted with the word of the Bible in 
their hands ; but thank God, the Old fox of all is caught. 
And you know that the communications which the Angels 
brought all down through time were received^ but not 
understood. Yet they had their nests in the human 
mind ; but I say, who could receive the Son of Man 
when all believed that he had come eighteen centuries 
ago ? Now, this belief that he then came, was * he that 
letted/ and you are told that he would let until he was 
taken out of the way. {See 2 Thess. iii. 7.) Well, that 
stumbling-block is now taken out of the way, and now 
here is the Son of Man with you, subject unto God, as 
it is written (i Cor. xv. 28), 'Then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all' 

Now I will show you one of the Foxes, and then 
perhaps it may assist you to catch many more. 'Paul' 
says these words (i Tim. iv. 4), which, if not under- 



272 ZION'S WORKS 

stood spiritually, will certainly prove a 'fox' to those 
that see it in the letter, 'Every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving.' 

Then you know that the Grace before meat was 
invented upon these words, and that very thing blinds 
men from seeing the way of the Son of Man in his 
coming. Now, what the Spirit of God means is this — 
God's Creature is * good,' because he is not alone — * Man 
was not good alone,' but with his lovely mate, Wisdom, 
he is good, and not to be refused, but to be received 
with thanksgiving by all that love and know the truth. 
And why? I answer, Because 'the Son of Man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins,' i>., to take sin away 
from you — to show you that God is Love to mankind, 
and does not charge you at all with sin; and this 
•power' was not given to man, as you know, for they 
all told you that you were sinners. But the Son of 
Man is empowered with this knowledge, and therefore 
God says that His Creature — the New-created being or 
* Thing,' that ' Holy thing ' — was to be received with 
thanksgiving, because it is God that gives this £^ft {not 
'to be refused') in the New man, the son or offspring 
of the Old, or he that is come with News to the 
World— 'Good News'— the Gospel. 

Now here you see how this ' fox ' is taken ; and so 
stand all the Scriptures. So get spiritual understand- 
ing, and you will get all the foxes out of their holes, 
until you at last rid your land of them ; while there are 
any of them they will annoy you more or less, but 
knowledge will win the day. 
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[A small portion of the letter is here missing; the 
remainder resumes as follows.] 

Blessed be the God of Truth, who hath not left off 
his kindness to the Living and to the Dead. Thanks I 
give for my kind friends, and that God has given so 
many the heart to love the Truth ; and I thank God 
for you, dear Sister, and as I before said, My Daughter, 
may lovely peace dwell in your bosom ; and should 
Providence bring you to unite in marriage with your 
intended H., may peace attend you, love befriend 
you, and all your wishes crown. Farewell, dear Sister. 
Love to Father, mother, aunt, Charles, yes, and all the 
family; and give our kind love to all the friends, both 
from James and myself. 

From ZiON, THE CHURCH WITHOUT A STEEPLE. 

Tell Charles, I hope the little Tart-let [a small 
pamphlet published under the title, 'A Mince Pie for 
True Reformers,' reprinted 39th year as * Christmas 
Box,' see Vol. XII.] will do, but I know there is plenty 
for a penny, but by not taking up much room for the 
Title I think it may all go in. I must leave off writing, 
I have not time to say more. Good-bye, A happy 
Christ-mas to you all, and a glorious New Year. You 
mean to keep open house on the day, I find. — Success 
to our Craft 

We are pretty well in health, and James and I are 
together as at first, and we are favoured to sit up in our 
sitting-room till nine at night, this makes it a little 
more pleasant 

VOL. XV s 
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Duimber lo, Ymr 8. 

Dear Brother Pierce, — We received your note, 
and Brother Kirk's, with £2^ 18s. cash, which is quite 
acceptable just now. But far more sweet and acceptable 
it is to hear that the friends of Heavenly Truth at 
Nottingham have had such a happy and pleasant Meet- 
ing together on November 3a You must needs think 
how pleasing it is to us, situated as we are. Blessed be 
• Our God* for He is the God of all gods, and He is 
stronger than all the 'gods of the nations'; for I find 
that wherever the strong *Rod' of Truth falls, there it 
abides^ no power can break ^ the Bonel />., the Good. 
And although the Truth might feel many a chilling 
blast from the North, and a 'stormy wind' might 
threaten almost destruction to the rising plantation, yet 
It must live. It is stronger than all things. What 
'human' mind must not prefer honest Truth before 
craft and fraud, with all its fine tinsel and gaudy trap- 
pings ? ' Wisdom shall praise herself, and shall glory in 
the midst of her people; she will pour out doctrine as 
prophecy, and leave it to iUl ages for ever. Behold, I 
have not laboured for myself only, but for all those that 
seek Wisdom' (Ecclesiasticus xxiv. i, 34, ^ Apocrypha T^ 
Blessed are they that seek Wisdom, and whose hearts 
lean toward her, who desire her more than the riches 
of the world ; for She is an everlasting and never-failing 
Treasure, She is God's Tabernacle, and whoso loveth 
Her shall dweU in the ' Tabernacle of God.' 

But this 'Wisdom' doth not consist in 'great' and 
' high ' and ' learned ' words and speeches ; O no I — to 
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'draw nigh to God' and to be allied unto Him, is 
' Wisdom ' ; and the * foolish things (or beings) of the 
world' may attain unto It, before the 'Prince' or the 

* Prelate ' ; and it is * the simple ' that will find Her out, 
and will make Her their companion. 

Happy is that heart where Love dwells which 
thinks evil of no one, but is so dwelling in love that it 
will even ^ cover faults'; happy is that heart which is so 
kind that it strives to make good of everything, and is 
so loving that it will seek to find a good meaning for 
the actions of everyone. He will dwell with God, who 
so loves ' Wisdom ' that he will not offend* her, and 
therefore allows nothing to offend him — />., will not 
allow anything to turn him away from following after 

* Wisdom.' [This is a point that every *Shilohite' will 
value beyond all earthly gifts; for it is a Life of Love 
and Divine instruction that cannot be 'offended' with 
the things of the lower sphere ; though, how much there 
is put forward therefrom to try and tempt us from the 
pursuit of Hidden 'Treasure,' we must be well aware 
of, and defeat.— C. B. H.] 

But I do not intend making a long 'sennon' to you 
at this time, and perhaps I have said as much as need 
be about 'Wisdom,' for the present. A few words are 
better sometimes than many; and another thing, I do 
hope to speak with my voice to your ears shortly, so 
that I will not say much with my pen; and we shall 
be heartily glad once more to see the windmills ! O ! 
what have I, and James too, felt on going into 
Nottingham Town sometimes! O sweet Angels of 
love and peace, go with us again to Nottingham, and 
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may the * Graces ' and the ' Loves * assemble in thy 
charming groves; and while each lip's with praises 
swelling, let peace and love be in each dwelling. 

We drank your healths at seven o'clock on the even- 
ing of the 30th, and we could have wished to be with 
you, you may be sure. But we were with you in heart, 
and remember past happy seasons, which will come 
again in spite of fierce demon hate and the horrible 
power of malice. 

I think I see all your faces as perfect as if I were 
present with you, and the very sound of your voices is 
fresh in my ear. We most heartily thank you for every 
mark of love that you have shown toward the Truth 
itself, and toward us for Its sake; and your assembling 
together on the 30th November is no small proof of 
your love. What a proof of love and faithfulness has 
our Brother Franks shown, to come such a distance to 
be with you that day; I reflect on it with delight, it 
shows how he loves the Truth, and we desire to return 
our grateful acknowledgments to him for his donation 
of a pound. 

You inform me that Henry Holbrook is no more; 
I have nothing to say respecting kim^ but am glad that 
his Brother and Sister are released /rom him. Mr H. 
told us in his letter that his Wife continues 'sober'; I 
am heartily glad of that; I don't think that she can 
ever get * drunk ' any more with the mixed wine. Mr H. 
says he does not believe me, that the time will be when 
lawyers and doctors will not be needed ; well, I do 
not wish to force a * belief of anything that I say upon 
anyone^ he can believe just as he likes^ for I believe what 
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I like, and I would allow another the same freedom. 
Nobody is compelled to believe what / say^ unless they 
can see the justice of it, and if anyone does know better 
than I am informed, I am sure I shall not quarrel with 
them because of their superior light, but shall be glad 
to hear them give a good reason for what they assert in 
contradiction. 

To a certainty the * Parson's ' trade will fail in toto, and 
that will be the first ; and men will be of such pacific 
minds and of such just principles, that there will be no 
litigation ; and when differences of opinion about out- 
ward things arise, such as rights to property or estates, 
those things will be settled by the Spirit of God in a 
Council of the Believers, and all will be subject to Gods 
law of peace, love and justice. So I say, ' Lawyers ' will 
be no more. And as for the 'Doctors,' they will be 
out of date [the New date] as well as the others, for the 
Spirit of God will work all good, and will remove all 
evil. 

Three parts of the diseases that are now rife among 
mankind came through ignorance and intemperance ; and 
knowledge and righteousness enabling man to rise to his 
true dignity, will bring in health of mind. I know that 
troubles, griefs and anxieties have diseased many, and 
want of food and other comforts for the body, has brought 
on many more complaints ; and when these things are 
removed, diseases will not be, and there will be no need 
of the trade of * Doctors.' 

Many there will be more skilled in the nature and 
use of herbs and medicine than others, but the ' trade ' 
will be done with by-and-by ; for health, beauty, strength 
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and vigour the ^ human' race will havt^ so that such a 
trade will not be required. 

The world will not be a long time in the deplorable 
state in which we have seen it, and in which we see it 
now at the present ; and men can hardly think that 
there can be such a change. But there willy and the 
Spirit of Truth and Judgment is now laying the 
foundation for all the good, and there must be a 
* Re-formation ' of mind, heart and understanding, so 
that 'Man' comes to know himse^, who he is and what 
he is ; and when he discovers this, then all other * Reform ' 
will follow. But let no one be anxious aiout these things, 
that is I mean, not troubled; God will do all things well 
for us, let us attend to the present work that we are 
called unto, but let no doubt enter your minds about 
the future ' good,' for God has said that * Good ' must 
reign. 

[This subject will much take the fancy, and attract 
the eye of those looking for outward reform, and anxious 
after temporal * good ' ; but they will have ^rst to * dis- 
cover* that they are (in nature) merely animals, with 
rationality wrought in them for the outside work, and 
as figurative only of future * humanity * ; that is, that 
they are not *hu-man' at all in the Divine sense, as 
Zion shows so conspicuously in his Epistle of December 
21, Year 7. {See Vol. II., pp. 117-119.) The Holy Name 
QHu,' the true 'dignity' bestowed) or Breath of God 
must be in us earthly beings (who exist only by God's 
universal power or Spirit in the system of Nature), to 
transform, redeem and n^zi^-create us, that the old prin- 
ciple of ^self may die, and God be all in all.'] 
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But some may say, * What good will it be /<? i^ when 
we are gone ? ' But that is an unwise saying ; * Charity 
believeth all things/ and ^Charity* will ever and ever 
enjoy *the Good'; those that believe in it will have it; 
follow what is already revealed to you without gainsay- 
ing or disputing, rejoicing before God that you shall live 
for ever and in the Divine Life I And be as * children ' 
leaving all things to your * Heavenly Father^ 

See the disputers of this world, they enjoy nothing 
because they 'dispute' all things (of truth); but be ye 
not like them, but ' go in unto your rest^ and be sincere 
and steadfast, for your everlasting happiness is sealed — 
you that believe in love, but where lave is not there will 
be 'crookedness,' pride and self-will^ which would exalt 
itself above true * Wisdom.* But when the mind discovers 
the greatness of God's Wisdom, then it becomes so little 
in its own eyes — it becomes so small and diminutive — that 
it can go into the sweet secrets of Love and Wisdom, where 
the * great ' ' giant ' spirits cannot go. So if a man would 
know much of God, let him become * little,' very LITTLE ; 
for the Mofty' cannot know God; Love cannot find her 
* resting-place ' there; and Divine Wisdom flees faraway 
from the arrogant and proud self-willed minds, 

I should be glad to know how Sister Redwood is, I 
confess I ever thought that woman to be of a faithful 
spirit, and I feel desirous of seeeing her again. She 
has had great exercise of mind, I know ; hope to hear 
of her welfare. There is a Sister who lived at Bobber's 
Mill, I forget her name^ I fear she may think that I forget 
her^ for she sent me some lines of her poetry which I 
never answered, for I have not been able to write to 
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individuals much; but please to give my kind love to 
her should you see her. And indeed there is not one 
who ever showed any love to the Truth, and to me for 
Its sake, but whom I remember with loving feelings, 
and I hope to meet you all in perfect love. What would 
all the world be to us if we did not love each other for 
Love and Truth's sake? Alas, if that Is dhs^nX^ pleasure 
is no more. Believe me, dear Friends, I love you all 
and ever shall, and even if you were to wound me over 
and over again, I could not cease to love you ; and if in 
any way I have given any of you offence, forgave me, 
I did not mean it. And on my side I say, I am your 
loving Brother and faithful Friend, ZiON. 

[The Eternal Love become ' Man,' i>., a personification 
of God in His Divine attributes, can of course never 
cease nor change^ though it may be wounded and grieved 
(partaking of our nature) by words of unbelief, and 
finite ideas, with the uncharitable notions engendered 
by ^selfy in grasping after the fugitive 'advantages' 
and elusive * importance ' of mortality ; yet * Greatness ' 
stoops to become 'little' that we may be 'great' — 
C. B. H. March 9, Year 73.] 

P,S. — It is very remarkable about Brother Kirk's 
bird [which did not sing after Zion's imprisonment; it 
was silent because the Spirit which formeth and worketh 
all things was ^ absent^ or rather, not present], poor 
little fellow, he 'hung his harp on the willow,' but 
perhaps he may take it down again^ when we come, and 
I hope we shall all have a good song, our joys to renew. 
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and the willow we'll change for the Orange and Blue. 
Hope to have a line from Mary Rowland, only she 
must not say 'King of kings* on the back of the 
letter, it offends the Demagogues (The Prison Authori- 
ties) ; but I am sure that you must all be ' Kings of 
kings ' or you cannot be * Christians.* Poor simpletons ! 
how a word spoken in real wisdom (which appears * foolish- 
ness ' to the se//'WisQ and deluded) frightens them ; but 
really it is a right direction Q King of kingdoms,' and 
* Lord of lordships ') to all who have gained the Victory 
over the Devil, and denied his works ; for we reign over 
the * Kingdoms ' of * Satan * (Darkness, the * Adversary *), 
and have put down all that have been 'Lords* over us. 

But the ' Dons ' (with all their worldly ^ learning * and 
dominion) do not live in our country, nor can they 
breathe our atmosphere, 

I think you have an explanation about the ' King of 
kings ' and * Lord of lords ' in a former ' Epistle ' ; ^ it is 
a very grand subject and shows truly how * Messiah ' is 
made^ which no man could find out by his own ' wisdom/ 
Good-bye for this time. We do feel the cold in these 
stone dens. 

■ See (again) December 21, Year 7 (on * Elijah's Prayer,' etc.), Vol. II., pp. 
131-135, for the wondrous exemplification of these two comprehensive Titles^ 
how that 'Messiah* alone conld wear them, by being made both in actual 
experience; and be amazed at the * doctrine* contained therein, and the 
complete reversal of natural ideas on the ' grand subject.' And this whole 
letter (privately written for the then believers at Nottingham) is an example 
of what may be taught in a few pages, by the new language of Divine Truth, 
and is designed to inculcate that perfect humility of spirit and resignation of 
mind, which only can oelieve and realise that God is Good. And the know- 
ledge of His Omnipotence, and that we (but *dust') are made partakers 
therein, by simple acceptance of our ' portion ' (to each individual's capacity 
and extent) of His blessed Gift of Life to Zion, swallows up all inferior 
thoughts, and we can rest in Charity's assurance of fulfilled Love, for ever 
with * our Lord.'— C. B. H. March, Year 73. 
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Derby Gaol, Dectmher 39, Yior 8. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— We have set down what 
we have received from each place, correctly to the best 
of our knowledge. If there is any mistake be so kind as 
to correct it, and let us know. Hope you have heard 
satisfactorily respecting the parcel sent by our Sister, 
Mary Rowland. 

We beg to return our most grateful acknowledgments 
of the kindness of all the friends, in so liberally providing 
for us all along, and particularly since our unjust and 
cruel confinement 

It has been an unspeakable comfort to us that, while 
shut up here, our families have not wanted, which if they 
had, would be more painful to us than our personal suffer- 
ings, — far more. 

And many a time have our hearts swelled with 
gratitude to you all, and our lips uttered the same to 
each other. You have done much, and have proved your 
love to the Truth, and to your Brothers Zion and James, 
and we trust shortly to have the pleasure of expressing 
our thanks in person. 

At the same time, we are quite aware that you desire 
no return, but we believe that you feel amply repaid by 
the knowledge of the Truth which you receive. 

Yet allow us as your Brethren, to give expression to 
our feelings upon the subject 

Blessed for ever be our God, who has given us such 
faithful and loving friends, that have not forsaken us in 
the time of distress and persecution. We loved you 
before, but now we have those additional proofs of your 
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love and kindness, that will ever remain deeply imprinted 
on our hearts. Accept of our kindest love, and we antici- 
pate a happy meeting soon. Till then fare ye well, and 
for evermore fare ye well — I remain your loving Brother 
and faithful Friend, ZiON. 

And in those sentiments and feelings Brother James 
unites. — Wishing you all a happy New Year. 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

DxRBY Gaol, December 29, Year 8. 

My dear Brother, — As you request an immediate 
acknowledgment of the receipt of the Box and its con- 
tents, I just take up my pen to inform you that it has 
come quite safe, for which, with your very welcome letters, 
we return you and all the friends our most heartfelt 
thanks. 

There are several things in your letters that I should 
be glad to answer, but cannot just now, but many matters 
you mention must, as you say, be attended to, and it is 
my wish to do all things, both as it respects temporals as 
well as spirituals, well ; and I will the first opportunity 
answer yours, and give you my opinion. I approve of 
what you say in most points, is all that I can now say, 
because I wish to post this directly in the morning. 

Mr Carlile must find it very expensive indeed, travel- 
ling about in the way he does, any way is expensive ; we 
mean ourselves to adopt a different plan from that which 



284 ZIOIPS WORKS 

we did before ; I mean that we will make better arrange* 
ments — if we should have sense enough to do it, — but I 
find that we learn by degrees, and I shall be glad of the 
assistance of my friends in the outside matters, and we 
must be helps one to the other, each according to the 
wisdom given him, for the good of the Cause of Truth, 
and our temporal benefit and comfort, as well as the 
spiritual. 

I esteem him my friend indeed, who would put me 
right if he saw me going wrong in anything. Please to 
tell our friend Squires, that I have not forgotten him, and 
he will have an answer to his letters, as long as * yesterday, 
to-day and to-morrow.' I never can forget my kind, 
loving friends, but if I am to remember them to purpose, 
they must bear from me a little physic, and I expect he 
will have as much in my answer, as he will be able to get 
down, and I know that if he can get it down it will do 
him good. 

I think he has been fileing up his saw lately [Squires 
was a Saw-maker by trade], it has very sharp teeth. I 
see what he wants to be at, he wants to saw the old-one's 
head off all at once [this was the error committed in the 
course he (Mr S.) adopted in lecturing: afterwards]; but 
bless his heart, there's a very hard sinew or bone in it, and 
it must be done according to the decree, and not as man in 
his weak judgment may think ; and it is in vain to kick, 
no man can do anything of himself ; he must take God's 
thoughts if he will come to happiness, and that is quite 
a Cross to Nature, and to our own thinking. And yet 
when God's thoughts are thoroughly weighed, they will 
be found reasonable and just, although they have crossed 
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and thwarted ours. I have found it so, and if a man will 
set his face to go to Jerusalem's happy home — as you 
say — he must, every man in his measure, take up his 
Cross, and bear many things that are not agreeable or 
palatable to nature. I know very well that there are 
many things that we might, with a proper degree of 
prudence, make better for ourselves. 1 do not mean 
that if the House we live in was tumbling, that we must 
be so content with it as never to rise and put it in repair : 
No, this is not what I mean ; but let us not grieve about 
the past, we have all done as well as we knew how, at the 
time, but let us in all things do wisely in future ; let us be 
wise to-day, never mind yesterday, nor so look back ; but 
let us learn by the past to put things in order in future. 
I do trust, that in future I shall act more wisely in all 
things, / will if I can. 1 am sure of that however, for I 
know it is my intention ; and so with this resignation and 
determination let us all go on and enter the next year. 
I did not think to write so much in this letter as I have, 
but I could not help saying these things. 

Please to tell Brother Holinsworth that those are a 
few very sweet lines in his letter, cofnposed by somebody, 
I quite enjoy them^ {see next page). Well, amidst all 
things Light shines, and I see that love and truth will 
swim, and like cork, it will be uppermost, that's my chief 
joy, and it is joy unspeakable to me to see friends of God 
and truth increasing in the earth. 

We are very glad dear Brother, that you have recovered 
from your complaint, and may you be very welly is my 
heart's wish, and I have no doubt of it; and the same 
is my wish for all yours, to whom with all the friends 
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please to give my very kind love, and the same from 
Brother James, and I remain, your affectionate friend and 
Brother, ZiON. 



' In allusion to the following written by Mary Louisa Bradley, November 
17, Year 8. 

*TO ZION, MY SPIRITUAL FATHER: 

How often have I caused him pain, 
He who now teaches me to claim 
The privilege of that sweet name. 

My Father! 

I do most bitterly regret 

My conduct in pest days — but yet. 

Can you it all so soon forget ? 

My Father! 

You can, you do ! O Love Divine 
Soon may I feel that thou art mine I 
And learn to tread in steps like thine, 

My Father! 

My bosom seems with joy replete, 
My heart with gratitude will beat. 
While I th* endearing words repeat, 

My Father! 

May I, with Wisdom for my Guide, 
In Zion*s faithfulness confide. 
And know him e'er, with love and pride, 
My Father! 

Then weeks and months, glide on you may, 
And hasten on that happy day 
When I shall hear his own lips say. 

My Daughter. 



NINTH YEAR. 

(1834.) 

TO R. HOLINSWORTH. 

Dbrby Gaol, January 23, Year 9. 

My very dear Brother, — Mr Sims (the Governor) 

desires a few dozens more of your pens, please send 

for him twelve dozen, but mind, that we cannot nor 

do not expect that we are to pocket the money for 

them every time, pray do not send us any more upon 

that principle: How can you live by such conduct of 

business. Your are very generous to us, dear and loving 

Brother, but we should take all the profit of the trade 

away, at the rate the pens have come hitherto. This 

is all I have to say about business, so like a man of 

business — €is you know I am — I despatch it off-hand. 

I have not yet informed you how we mean to proceed 

when we get out of the 'Stone Jug,* which we hope 

to turn our backs upon on the 3rd of February; we 

do not intend making any stay in the 'pious' town 

of Derby this time, but to leave it the next day, or day 

after our coming out; and as Nottingham is so near, 

we should hurt them very much we fear, if we did not 

visit them, so we intend stopping there over the Sunday 

following the day of our liberation, and to be at 

Birmingham on the next Wednesday afternoon. I 

assure you we shall think every day a week till we 

287 
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see once more such loving, kind and faithful friends, 
as you all at Birmingham have proved to us all along, 
and your unceasing benevolence and kindness to us 
since our cruel and unjust imprisonment, has endeared 
you to us a thousand times more. 

You must needs think what pleasure must be ours 
— such outcasts as we are from the world — ^to reflect 
that we have a place in the bosoms of such kind and 
respectable friends, as we have at Birmingham, and 
may we ever so conduct ourselves as not to merit 
your disapprobation; I can only say that I will do 
all in my power to serve you with the Gift that God 
has blessed me with, and I doubt not but that in It 
you will find perfect peace and joy, and that you will 
realise that permanent happiness in your experience, 
that your spirits are taught of God to seek in His 
Sacred Word. You have not now to say, *Who shall 
ascend unto heaven to bring Christ down from above?' 
or, ' Who shall descend into the deep to bring him up ? ' 
for the Word (/>., Christ) is nigh thee, even in thy heart 
and in thy mouth (/>., the Word — God, which we preach) : 
So, if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shall believe in thy heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 'Oh, say 
you, I always believed that, and all good Christians 
do believe that God raised up the Lord Jesus from 
the Dead.' Ah, do you indeed believe this ? Try again. 
Brother Roger, think it over by the time I have the 
pleasure and happiness of seeing you. I don't know 
but that you go as near the tomb to see the stone 
rolled away, as anyone almost, but I hope you will 
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so stoop down, as yet to see truly that he is risen from 
the dead, for it is in this that you must be saved, there 
is no other way. Don't you know that it is written 
(Mark ix. 10), 'They questioned one with another what 
the rising from the dead should mean.' Yes, and this 
is the wonder of all wonders ; all prophets talked of it, 
and millions of men have professed — and do profess to 
believe it; but I can soon convince them that it is a 
rare thing to believe, that he is raised from the 
dead. 

Now put on your studying Cap, for if you can find 
out the secret it will pay you for the trouble of studying 
a little about it. It is from the dead that the Lord Jesus 
is raised : here's a little hint for you, my Boy, that will 
perhaps help you, and Mr Bradley — ^your worthy friend is 
not far from you, and most likely may assist you, for he 
sometimes tells me that he is dead enough, I hope he will 
be soon ; for when a man becomes really dead and turns 
to worms, then you see he turns to life again, only in 
another form : ' Fear not, thou worm Jacob.' Now I shall 
leave this subject with you for the present, and I shall 
have a few little things to say to you more, when I 
come. 

I wish you to inform Brother Bradley that we shall not 

be able to stay but a very few days with you this time : 

our friend in London is unpleasantly situated with regard 

to the Chapel there, and we must hasten to town to take 

care that he is freed from the anxiety he is in ; and there 

are a few things beside that we must try and settle there, 

before we attempt a journey round to the different places 

where our friends are. 

VOL. XV T 
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Give our very kind love to all, and say for us all that 
we would say. May peace be with you all. 

From ZiON, YOUR EVER-LOVING AND MUCH OBLIGED 

Friend. 

[An inkling to a great spiritual mystery is given in this, 
for we have to view — not the raising of a dead body from 
the tomb— but the resurrection or revivification of the 
dead Adam to everlasting life. The first creation or 
generation was another Life added to the 'carnal' or 
' natural ' — which was dead in trespasses and sins, by the 
old belief of Historical ' Christianity/ and it brought the 
new risen Life (' Jesus ' or ' Adam ') to death thereby, i>., 
the Light departed — was taken back into the Deity s^ain 
— and then all was darkness in the silent Grave. But this 
death was a ' death unto sin ' (the ' second death ') whereby 
the knowledge of evil and falsehood was obtained, and the 
rising from this state is the ' Lord's Christ ' (the ' second 
tnan* or ^ last Adam'), having dominion over error and 
death, and crowned with Immortality. — C. B. H.] 



TO MRS NELSON. 



Dbrby GhOLi January 38, Year% 

Dear Sister, — I was very glad to receive a letter 
from you the other day, and indeed I shall ever be most 
happy to hear from you, or from any of your worthy 
family. For from your dear father to the youngest branch, 
we have cause to respect and to love you, for we have seen 
in you all so much of that spirit of Faith and Charity, such 
faith without gainsaying, or doubting, or questioning the 



ZION'S WORKS 291 

way of the Lord, and such Love without dissimulation, 
that has made you all particularly dear to us. Whatever 
you do, you seem to do heartily as unto the Lord, and not 
as unto man. Had all who profess to believe, that degree 
of understanding which yourself and your family in general 
are blessed with, it would be a great comfort to me ; and 
they would strengthen me, as it were, in the work. For 
though the Eternal Power is my Strength in me, and by 
It I am upheld, and ever shall be, — yet I am a man^ who 
needs to be strengthened by my Brethren. 

God has so ordained that the Head cannot say to the 
foot, * I have no need of thee.' 

I feel exceedingly thankful for the many that the Word 
of Truth has gained over to the side of honesty and 
simplicity, to Love and Wisdom. Yet after all that has 
been displayed in what has come from my humble pen, 
there are but few comparatively, who see the manner of 
my Call in reality, or who see the advantage that they 
derive from being recipients of the Word of Life. Was it 
seen by all who profess to see, there would not be one 
murmuring spirit among them. I have laboured to show 
it clearly, and I believe I have. Yet there are those that, 
although they seem to keep on, appear to move with tardy 
steps, and slow, without much evidence of Life, or Spiritual 
vigour, or vivacity ; but, as it were, half-dead and alive, — 
doubting, after all the clear evidences brought forth, 
whether this Work may not be of man. Such spirits, in a 
sense, are to be pitied, because they go on hanging (so to 
speak) between Heaven and Hell, and their lives are 
burdensome to them, and they are without heart. 

They will not take the trouble to seek to be convinced; 
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they are slothful in this. They do not press into the 
marrow and ground of the Work, with an appetite ; and 
therefore they are weak and sickly. While those who are 
continually drawing life and nourishment from the Word, 
are (spiritually) getting good sound constitutions, and hale 
and strong bodies ; and are therefore empowered to with- 
stand all assaults of enemies from within and from withcHit 
While the half doubtful, the suspicious, and weak sur- 
mising spirits, may be thrown down with a feather. 
Because they do not discern the Lord's Body, as the 
Scripture expresses it, and instead of attaining unto 
Judgment, and having it established in themselves^ they 
are rather depending upon the judgment of some one or 
other. So that if Mr, or Brother So-and-So, or Sister 
such an one, was to fail, or give up belief, they would 
directly. 

Ah, such a faith as this, is a faith without a spirit ; this 
is indeed a faith without works^ and is dead. Better 
believe fully, and go on boldly, or not at all. Such a faith 
cannot press into the Kingdom of God. Where this lame, 
puny, sickly, pining faith is (if it might be called faith), 
these spend most of their time in busybody chat, instead 
of pressing into the WORD with life and feeling. And 
such spirits are like weeds among the com, which prevent 
the corn from thriving ; and often, these half-infidel, and 
kind of half-believing spirits, send forth from their noxious 
nature a breath that gives the honest, loving, and sincere 
heart a wound. But where true love is, and where the 
mind delights in one object alone, viz. God, they will go 
through all perils with the Lord^ if called thereto ; for they 
have set their affections upon things not seen, and which 
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are Eternal ! And their hopes are fixed in, and centre in 
God, whom they believe IS, and that He cannot lie ; and 
now that the Word (the God) is m^if^mzfi, their judgment 
enters into this subject. They see their true Guide in 
Zion, and are fixed ; and being thus settled in judgment, 
they go on shining more and more unto the perfect Day, 
growing in knowledge and obtaining a goodly portion for 
themselves, delighting themselves in Love ; and casting oflf 
care and trusting wholly in God, they flourish, and are 
becoming * glorious ' within. 

All that I mean by what I have said, is the good of 
everyone. I desire to see those who do profess to believe 
in the Lord, go on boldly, laying aside every weight, and 
that spirit of doubt, distrust and unbelief which so easily 
besets them, and, I say, will birdlime the wings of the 
mind, if they are slack in obtaining sound Judgment For 
the Spirit of Judgment is the Spirit of Christ; and to 
obtain it — so as to enjoy perfect satisfaction and rest, — the 
whole heart must be with God in love, and aU the mind 
must go with (dl its powers after Wisdom, light, and know- 
ledge. 

Free the mind from cares and entanglements of out- 
ward things I Mind the inward y?r.r// and attend to every 
reasonable and necessary duty and employment, having 
your eye fixed on that Eternal Glory and bliss to 
which you are destined to go. And drink largely at 
that fountain; and by these waters you obtain the 
Kingdom of God here, and Eternal Glory and Bliss 
for evermore. 

I have not time at the present to enlarge, or I would 
gladly write a good deal to you. We are happy to say 
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that the term of our imprisonment is up on Monday next, 
so we are preparing to leave this dismal abode. 

We ardently hope that our poor sister, Mary Rowland, 
will be benefited with the change of residence. It was 
very kind of Sister Pierce to accompany her ; it seems so 
sisterly. I do love kindness. I know the value of kind 
and sympathising friends, and I do rejoice before my 
Heavenly Father that I have a few of them. 

You have doubtless, dear Sister, much missed your 
worthy Partner, but I am sure that you are taught of God 
to cdiSt your care upon Him. He careth for you, be assured. 
Trust him boldly, Sister, and let him be your bosom Friend, 
your Husband and your Home. 

I have been poorly in my health for several weeks 
past, but am surprisingly better within five or six days past. 
Perhaps the thoughts of getting out among my kind 
friends again, has helped my animal spirits. Brother 
James unites with me in kind love to yourself and all the 
friends. Hoping to see Mary better. — I remain your 
loving Friend, ZiON. 

[What re-animating words are recorded in this (to a 
firmly-fixed Believer) by the * humble pen ' ! How freely 
does the Divine Love Spirit flow through the glowing 
sentences ! Needs there other * guidance ' for Shilohites 
through the ups and downs of this mortal sphere, and 'all 
the dreary intercourse of daily life,' to the Haven of 
Eternal peace and rest? — C. B. H.] 

[With reference to the family. Smith of Blyth (Mrs 
Nelson being a daughter), see Vol. VI., p. 121, and 
Vol. XIV., p. 28.] 
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February 2 (at night), Vear 9.^ 

Dear Brother Bradley,— It is now seven o'clock 
on Sunday evening, and we are packing up to quit these 
regions, we hope, in the morning by seven o'clock. We 
can hardly imagine after so long a confinement, that the 
time is up, or that the gates will be opened for us : yet 
opened they must be for certain, and therefore we trust 
that in a few hours we shall breathe the free air again. 

I did intend to write a good long letter in answer to 
Brother Holinsworth's, but I have suffered so much with 
a violent headache, that I have not been able to write; 
he will therefore excuse me I am sure, and I will talk with 
him freely upon those things that he mentions, when we 
have the pleasure and happiness of meeting, which I trust 
will be in the course of a fortnight. I do greatly rejoice 
to see that our dear Brother and Sister have sufficient 
moral courage to act upon the principles they profess, viz.. 
Liberty ; and that they are so heroic as, not only in word 
but in deed, to oppose Priestcraft. Thus it should be 
with all, and soon the Old Witch's spell would be broken, 
and she would soon be hunted down. 

How happy will those young people be, who first 
visit and receive visits, upon the honourable principle on 
which your daughter has received the addresses of our 
brother; and when they unite in the love of God, and in 
love with each other for the Truth's sake, loving alike, 
and seeing alike, there will be no talking of Honeymoons 
then, for theirs will last for ever ! I should like to dwell 
upon this subject, but I cannot just now because of my 
headache, but I trust I shall be refreshed by the air; 

^ The last day of their imprisonment. 
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this stone place was sufficient to kill me, only it could 
not do that; — I have a deal of work to do, and I kmaw I 
shall be enabled to do it. 

I believe all the bedding is right, except that there 
is — O, I fear to say — one under blanket short of the full 
stock. And now I must tell the plain truth about it, I 
may be blamed, but when I confess I hope to be forgiven. 
Sister Bradley, you must know that these dens, the cells 
in which we have slept, are very cold and damp, and 
when we lay down in bed, the wind would come whirling 
round my poor head in such a way that it caused me 
great pain, and for the first winter I suffered much from 
that cause, and I was obliged to tear up the blanket to 
make a kind of canopy over my head, to keep me from 
the wind : one half of it is now good for nothing, and the 
remaining half was my under blanket all along. I really 
regretted to do as I have done, but I presumed upon 
your goodness, if the said blanket was yours, that you 
would forgive me, or whomever it belonged to I hope 
the same from them. But we would willingly make it 
good: I ought to restore fourfold according to the Law, but 
this I cannot do, so I must meet the case as well as I can. 
Another thing I must tell you of, the carpet is entirely 
rotted with the damp of the floor, you have no conception 
of the cold and damp of these places, and eighteen months 
is a long time. It has tried James's strong body and 
constitution, and you must suppose that I have suffered 
much. [Here was the natural foundation of the paralytic 
stroke, which followed later on to his outer frame]; I 
have, indeed, much more than ever I told you, for I did 
not like to let you know for fear of casting a cloud over 
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your spirits, being sure that you would feel much for me. 
[Such his power of self-repression above and beyond 
nature^ James is much affected with pains in his limbs ; 
he has always had the floors to clean upon his knees 
twice or thrice a week regularly, — and he has always 
saved me from that work, only now and then I would 
assist him a little — but not that he ever wished me to do 
so, but did it cheerfully to save me ; for we were obliged 
to do our own place, or be made to work at some other 
employment, for they have told us that they could compel 
us to work if they chose. 

So we had to stone the floor all the time, and to keep 
it and our cells and long stone passages, and high stone 
stairs, very clean. What do you think of this work for 
King's Sons? Shall they not be told of their unlawful 
deeds ? They shall : they have only given the Spirit's 
sword a sharper edge, by what they have done to us. 

I must conclude now, and go to bed hoping to be 
better in the morning, and sing — * Vive la Libert^ ' I 

From Your everlasting Friend and affec- 
tionate Brother, Zion. 

James unites with me in kind love to you all. Fare- 
well till we see you. 



[February 18. Vol. V., p. 122.] 

B1AMIN6HAM, /k^ftMH^ 38, Yearf^ 

Dear Friends— Brothers Pierce and Kirk,— 
Brother James desires me to say on his behalf, that with 
respect to the signatures of the Friends in his favour, he 
is most sincerely thankful to them ; but says there was 
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no need of taking those pains, for he was convinced when 
at Nottingham, of the friendship of you all toward hbn ; 
and I for my own part am satisfied quite as to that 

And now, dear Friends, pray do strive for peace and 
love among you, and let all things past die away, and 
repeat no old grievances, avoid it by all means, and let 
your time be spent in contemplating the Love of God, 
and in searching after Wisdom, for She is your Life. I 
have thought about your Meetings, since I have been in 
Birmingham, perhaps there are some who may desire two 
a day ? I wish you to put it to the vote, whether there 
shall be one or two Meetings on the Sunday, and let the 
majority carry the question, and the rest yield to the 
decision ; one would hardly think that one meal on the 
Sunday would satisfy everyone, but if you decide to have 
but one, I think that either the morning or evening would 
be better than the afternoon, which is a very heavy time 
both for the speaker and hearers ; this you can easily 
settle among yourselves. 

Brother Pierce requests Brother Bradley to look up a 
letter he wrote to him respecting Brother James, etc., 
when we were in Prison. Mr Bradley burnt that letter 
long ago, and his own words to me are, that he always 
destroys letters that are not likely to produce good and 
peace ; and I think myself that he did very wisely, and 
I hope that all that will not aid in the promoting of love 
will be committed to the flames. 

Let that subject. Brethren, be dropped totally, and 
everything else that is not of love. I must inform you 
that Mr Bradley has received a letter from his friends at 
Ashbourne, announcing the death of his Father, and Mr 
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Bradley was invited, or rather, expected to attend the 
Funeral. But he does not go, nor any of his family, 
because they will not disgrace their Lord by putting on 
black clothes, and attending the vain ceremony of * burying 
the dead* in the Priestcraft order. Now behold this 
decidedness, and admire it, for I do I assure you. There 
are numerous respectable friends to please, from whom 
the younger branches of Mr Bradley's family have some- 
thing (of property) to expect, but they refuse to defer to 
them, because they would not sully the Truth. Mr 
Bradley has answered the letter with very great respect, 
while he boldly declares his sentiments, and explains his 
motives for not being present at the burial of his lamented 
Parent I thought it but right to mention this to you, 
for every Christian will love Mr Bradley and all of the 
family who are Believers, for the noble example they set 
in all things, and for the zeal they manifest in the Cause 
of the Truth. I have been told by more than one of the 
friends here, that Mr Bradley reads all letters that come 
from me to him, in the assembly ; I confess 1 was struck 
with this humility of Mr Bradley's, because in some of my 
letters I have severely reproved him, yet those he read, to 
the astonishment of many of the friends, who expressed 
their surprise that Mr Bradley would read such things 
against himself, publicly, but he does, and it has a good 
effect on the people's minds. 

I mention this as an example to all, because some do 
think it so hard to be crossed^ and to be reproved by the 
Spirit of Truth and Love; but they would find it to their 
great advantage to endure it, and murmur not, because 
it is thus they must be refined. * He that scometh re- 
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proof, erreth,' — and such dwell in self-will and pride, and 
that is the envious and malicious Devil ; but to dwell in 
the will of God is to dwell in Christ^ 

We feel obliged to Sister Holbrook for her letter, and 
to L. Kirk, and shall notice the Book of Ruth, which 
the latter is pleased to mention, as soon as I can, but as 
yet I have had no time to write at all, for do what I may, 
the Friends will see me and talk ; but I have many things 
to say to you all, so soon as I can settle to writing a little. 
Please to let all those things which you mention (of com- 
mittee regulations, officers, etc.) stand, till I write fully on 
the subject from the Scriptures. We all try to do the 
best we can in all things, and we shall all get to perfection 
by-and-by; and we need not wonder at there being a 
deal of awkward work at the first, in so weighty a Cause 
as ours, and the principal himself being but a Cobbler; 
but come, let us be cheerful, we have a good God who 
has promised to guide us into all truth, and we should 
not want guiding into it, if we were not of ourselves 
blind. Be so kind as to get two Books bound of everything 
that's printed, and send them to us at London, and also 
the Epistle explaining Rahab and the Spies.* You will 
with this receive the conversation cards mentioned in the 
other letter, and three dozen Pamphlets ('Mince-pies'*), 
all that can be spared: I suppose the folks liked themi 
for they are all eaten up, or nearly so. 

> For * Christ' is the 'only will of God'— to effect the long-decreed nnioD 
of the Divine and human, bringing both into accord ; and so forming that new 
being — ' Man^ whose office b to beget a spiritual race like himself, to dweU 
in the Eternity hereafter.— C. B. H. 

• Vol. I., p. 191. 

> Vol. XII., pp. 1-26. Reprint. 
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Give our kind love to all and everyone of the Friends. 

Farewell, let peace live with you, and love guide all your 

Houses, that we all may meet in love when we come 

again to you. Mr Bradley and family unite in the same. 

From Your loving friend, Zion. 



TO C BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

London, March 6, Year 9. 

My dear Brother, — I was just going to say that I 
was sorry that this Address to Judge Park should be so 
long delayed, for I did wish to send it sooner, but I could 
not ; so it has no doubt come in regular order and time, 
like everything else in our Kingdom^ which you know as 
well as I do, and it would be in vain to tell you different 
We had a very comfortable journey to Town, and found 
our families and friends all very well in health, but the 
friends just like a houseful of children when the Mother 
is from home for a time, some carving for themselves and 
cutting their fingers ; and others making a disagreeable 
noise ; and all with dirty faces, and their clothes hanging 
in a disorderly manner about them. Some time you may 
be sure must be spent in putting them a little to rights, 
ere I could sit down to any sewing-work; however, they 
are now getting in their places again, and I have at length 
an opportunity of taking up my pen. 

Owenism, Smithism, and Carlileism, have bothered the 
brains of several of the Christians here, but not so as to 
deprive the children of their senses; yet those weeds have 
grown much in some parts of the ground, (seemingly) to 
the injury of the Seed of the Kingdom. Yet I know it is 
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not so, since all things work together for good ; and when 
the Mother appeared again to cut-up the Loaf and divide 
it among the little ones, joy beamed again in their eyes, 
and they all expressed their delight at their Mother^s 
return. We opened the Chapel on Sunday morning, but 
it was not well filled, for our arrival in Town was not much 
known ; it was fuller in the evening, and expect a large 
congregation next Sunday. 

We have seen Mr and Mrs Crossley, and hope to get 
the matters between us, of a pecuniary nature, comfortably 
adjusted. I am glad to see our friend Mr Crossley quickly 
recovered from a degree of dulness that hung upon his 
spirits; he was much rejoiced to see us, and the dying 
coal presently revived in the wind ; his wife also received 
us very friendly, much more so than we expected. Mrs S. 
Carlile has had what the Cockneys call ' a Row ' with her 
servant-maid, and yesterday Fleet Street was in a great 
hubbub about the business. I thought I would just 
mention it to you, being just fresh, not wishing to make 
such a thing public at Birmingham for I am sorry to hear 
anything of the kind ; but Mrs S. Carlile has very much 
departed from that conduct that ought ever to distinguish 
the feminine character from the masculine. Well, they may 
pull it and haul it between them, I have no hand in it, nor 
concern with these embroilments of the rational life. 

I have the pleasure to say that both James and myself 
are well, though I had the headache last Sunday, so that 
I could not proceed in the desk with any degree of com- 
fort. We never were so much delighted as in our last visit 
at your House, it was such a refreshing to our spirits after 
such a long confinement, to see you all so strengthened in 
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your inward Man ; to see light and knowledge fortifying 
you against the Diabolians both inward and outward ; how 
gloriously you shall prosper and increase, and live and not 
die ! God says so, and so do I, and who can hinder it? 
You will excuse me from writing much to you at this 
time; I should have written sooner, but thought it best 
to delay till I sent a parcel. 

I shall be glad if you will please get the letter to Judge 
Park printed as soon as possible, and send us some of them, 
as I do not doubt but a good many may be sold while we 
stay here.i I shall leave the Title to yourself to put what 
you think proper; I think your ideas for that are better 
than mine. I hope to hear of yourself, Mrs Bradley, and all 
your loving and amiable family being well; please give 
our kind love to the Friends, all, without naming any in 
particular ; and believe that you ever live in the grateful 
hearts of Zion and James. 

We charge a penny each individual for admittance to 
our School, and the public seem to like best to pay a little, 
and I am sure it will suit us much better than the former 
way of proceeding. The Friends thought proper to get 
some Bills printed announcing our arrival in Town, and 
our appearance at the Chapel, and they subscribed among 
themselves to pay the expense. My Son and Daughter 
Wilson are very well, and in fairly comfortable circum- 
stances; but there is a general complaint about Trade 
throughout London, and much murmuring. Union is all 
the go, but alas, they have not the Principle. The weather 
is remarkably fine here, and we are in good spirits. 

Your ever-loving and devoted friend, ZiON. 

' VoL VIII., p. 283. Reprint 
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How can we sink with such a prop 
That bean the world, and all things up? 

Whereon the mind may safely rest^ 

Secure in knowing all's for the best ; 

What e'er betide, — what storms may blow 

From any quarter ; yet blessings flow 

Abundant from that Heavenly Source, 

Whose waters fail not, nor cease their force.— 

Upborne,— upheld through every shock 

And firmly planted on th' unshaken Rock.^C. B. H. 

[* And who is a Rock save our God ? ' (Ps. xviiL 32).] 

TO T. PIERCE. 

London, Marck 19, Kmt 9. 

My dear Brother,— You will think that I am 
dilatory in answering your last kind letters, but since we 
came here there has been much to do in various ways, 
which prevented me from writing, and I am loth to put 
the Friends to the expense of postage. Our Chapel here 
is in rather a by-place, and we have been for several days 
walking about Town seeking for an eligible room wherein 
we may lecture, and have at last got one at the west end, 
among the ' Great Ones.' Zion is much talked of in those 
' upper regions ' now, and we wish to give them an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and hearing the Phenomenon of Nature. 
I shall make my first appearance there this evening. I 
have been writing out a set of rules and regulations 
for the ordering of all our Schools in our associated 
capacity, this has employed every leisure hour, as I think 
it absolutely necessary for our well-being ; but as I fear I 
may not have them quite ready to send this week, I there- 
fore now write you this hasty letter, lest you should think 
that I am forgetting you all, yet you would not think that 
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neither, but you might be a little uneasy, and I should be 
sorry for that I shall not now say much, but will be more 
communicative in my next. We have spoken at our 
Chapel each Sunday morning and evening, and received 
id. each person, but at the rooms now taken the charge 
must be higher ; you may be sure we stand much in need 
of assistance just at this time, and I think that Zion's 
lectures are worth something from the public, as well as 
those of Carlile's and Smith's ; at the same time, we do 
not expect as yet to get enough in this way to answer 
every purpose ; our funds are much sunken by this time, 
as you may suppose. 

I hope you will excuse this short letter, as it is now 
near five o'clock, and I am just preparing to go to our 
new scene of action ; you will wish us success I am sure. 

Very glad to hear that our Sister Mary Rowland is 
much recovered ; we have had the pleasure of seeing John 
Wright, he is in good spirits about his situation, and in 
respect to the Truth. Our kindest love to all ; will write 
to Brother Kirk, and some others, when I take up my pen 
next time. Farewell, my dear and blessed children all, be 
good, and mind the House weUy till I can come to you 
again ; be assured I long to see you, and that you ever 
live in strong affection in the warm bosom of 

ZiON. 

I will send to you by Saturday if I can. I am much 

pleased with your meeting twice on the Sunday, as the 

majority was for it. Peace be with you all. The Letter 

to Judge Park is in the press, you will have it so soon 

as out 

VOL. XV. U 
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TO C. BRADLEY. SENIOR 

London. March 25, Kmt 9. 

Dear and worthy Brother, — I regret to put }rou 
again to the expense of postage, at the same time I 
believe that you do not mind that, in order to hear from 
your ever-loving friend. For indeed, I have cause to love 
you. for you are ever giving proof upon proof that tke 
true Gold is found in you, for which I praise continually 
the Great Adorable Source from whence it comes. 

You say you have sent a 'cutting' letter to Sir Andrew 
(Agnew). I think so indeed. Goodness, what cutting 
work for the surgeons, if he takes your advice ; and yet 
they never will be able to keep the Sabbath, unless they 
go through the operation, because it is to the Eunuchs 
that the promises are made {see Isa. Ivi. 4« 5). I think 
that I never was better pleased than with your writing 
to that great ' Sabbath Protector/ just at this time, and 
sending him the Book ^ ; he never had such a Box of 
Pills to swallow before, I am sure, but they will do him 
good if he can get them do^^n. 

But I am afraid, that with what you and I have done, 
that our characters are damned at the Great House, — 
they will certainly count us most pestilent fellows: and 
something was done here in Town by James [Mr Twort] 
on last Sunday, that God only knows what will be the 
effect of. We had fift>- large placards printed, announcing 
— in ver>' large characters— * The MESSIAH Now ON THE 

^ Sit the ' Letter to 2 Member of the Hous.- of Commons,' — on the occasion 
of the introdaction of Sir Andrew's Bill for * The better ob>er%-ance of the 
Sabbath.* Printed year S. [Reprint Vol. VIII. pp. 202-244.] 
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EARTH ' I and stating that I should lecture at the Castle 
Street Assembly Rooms, etc. Well, on last Sunday, 
James pasted two of these on boards, and (well dressed) 
hung one before and the other behind him, and took a 
most deliberate walk with them, from London Bridge, 
through the City up to Oxford Street, and through all 
the most fashionable parts of London, among the Big 
ones. Such a novelty caused a great sensation, he was 
sometimes surrounded by hundreds of persons, some were 
astounded, and gazed and gaped in silent amazement, 
some again, called him an Ass — Madman— Hog — Dog — 
and Devil. But — wonderful ! — our Hero was unmoved, 
made no answer to anything that was said, but kept on 
a slow pace, with a countenance reserved as an old Dame 
at a christening. Would you think it? Ah, but it is 
true ! 

Several strange faces of respectable persons appeared 
at the Chapel on Sunday evening ; there was great liberty 
of speech in the Vessel, and great boldness, and the people 
heard with marked attention. 

We had a short conference with the 'great' Mr Irving 
on last Friday evening. He is the wildest fanatic that 
ever you heard raving in all your life, and filled up to the 
brim with Priestly pride, arrogance, and self-conceit He 
discoursed, or rather brawled upon the words — 'Then 
opened he their understandings that they should under- 
stand the Scriptures.' I asked him, If men's under- 
standings were tJien opened to understand the Scriptures, 
how is it that no one has the knowledge n^Tzc; ? But he 
asked — in all the style of a * Pope,* — ' How dare you 
come to question Godl' — and denounced judgment against 
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James and myself as ' reprobates ' ; Hell and destruction 
must be our portion, and Heaven we should never seel 
You may guess how we trembled. But after some red-hot 
shot fired, and raking fore and aft, we hauled aft our 
topsail sheets, and left the Old Hulk on a lee shore, and 
sailed down Channel with a fair breeze on the Quarter. 

Poor Jacob Hodges, what will you do? Your marriage 
is not legal, alas, it cannot be if Black-coat does not 
sig^ it I hope, however, that the circumstance will 
make some mischief. You did well. Brother Bradley, to 
write to the By-shop about it, and I shall be very glad 
to know the answer that His Grease will send, if he 
condescends to give one. Mr Carlile put a paper in his 
window for us, last week, to announce our speaking at 
the Assembly Room, but it was taken out again ; we do 
not know the cause. The people here, generally begin 
to dislike Mr Carlile because of the poor shift-about he 
has lately made, turning 'Christian,' etc He certainly 
has made himself appear now unwise and simple, in 
taking up Zion's doctrine and calling it his own. Poor 
foolish thing 1 You, Mr Bradley, ask a just question, 
'Would Mr Carlile acknowledge himself to be the very 
sink of spiritual filth and corruption, as Zion declares to 
the world that he was?' Oh, no. But God's word is 
true (Prov. xv. 33, and xviii. 12), 'The fear of the Lord 
is the instruction of wisdom, and before honour is 
humility.' There must be stooping to pass within the 
vail; The lofty looks of Adam shall be humbled, and 
the pride of the man shall be brought low, and Adam's 
Lord (Christ, the last Adam) shall be exalted in that day. 
See Isa. ii. 11. Read also xxii. 14, and on to the end. 
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You may be well assured that Carlile does not wish 
the prosperity of Zion, and he'll find that he has done 
himself no good, in attempting to rob the Labourer of 
his lawful and dearly-earned wages. I thank my worthy 
Brother Charles for talking to him so plainly in his 
letter. 

I was not joking in my last, about seeing poverty and 
misery a day's march behind us, shortly. Be assured it 
must be. I have been very bad myself lately with bowel 
complaint, have suffered a great deal with it, but am 
better just now. The air seems impregnated with some- 
thing malignant, numbers of people are ill. I find it is 
getting very close on posting time, so I must stop short 
now. Shall tell you more another time. James is very 
well in health, and most heartily unites in kindest love 
with your humble friend, 

ZioN, THE City of Truth. 



TO C BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

London, {April)^ Year 9. 

My dear Charles,— Your kind letter dated March 
26 was received, — the information you give us respecting 
the defeat of the man in the Black robe, was really 
charming. You say that you had your shop open on 
Good Friday, in defiance of Priestcraft. That's good! 
And that was when Zion's shop opened, and it was never 
shut from that day to this, nor can any man close it. 
Nay, nayl I have made a mistake! At least. Til tell 
you a little more about it The Old shop shut up on 
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Good Friday, and the New shop opened on Easter 
Sunday ; but as the New shop could not open till the Old 
shop closed, so I may say that it was on Good Friday 
that my business began. 

It was a Good Friday, when < the Man^ Christ Jesus,' 
died on the Cross, and went down to Hell» crossed Styx, 
and drank of the river of Oblivion, f>., to forget all he ever 
knew, and find a new wife; and he had to go down to 
Hell to find her. She was hidden in the Caverns of 
Silence, in the Island of Cyprus, or in a rush, and you 
know that a rush could not grow without Mire. See Job 
viii. II. You can unriddle this, if you know who the 

* man Christ Jesus * is ; that's the door into these little 
crevices. But as the ' learned ' never knew who this 

* man * was, so they never could get into these little comers. 

Good Friday ! Goodness, when was it ? 
Or whoever saw a £^ood Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, 
in all the past ages. Bring us the man that ever saw a 

* good * day. Frigia's day is Love's day, or the Day that 
Adam died for love of his Eve ; dived into Oblivion after 
her (as I say) and brought her up on Easter Sun-day. 

Now, if the corporeal death of a Man, 1834 years ago, 
and his being buried, etc, and his rising again, brought the 

* Good,' we would call it Good Friday, and the Sunday 
after we would have no objection to call * Easter ' Sunday 
—the Day of the Birth of Life and Light But as this 
has never been the case, how can we commemorate such 
an event as having taien place. For God should command 
the light to shine out ^darkness, ere it could shine in the 
hearts of others ; and surely Darkness was Satan, and out 
of him the Light must shine. 
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Then the power of Darkness must first appear, and be 
first made manifest, ere Light could shine out of it So 
on Good Friday there was darkness over all the earth 
until the ninth hour, which was the hour that God com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness : It was the 
hour of prayer, when God in Zion commanded (or prayed 
for, demanded) the light to shine out of darkness, and at 
his command the Light shone! That was the day in 
which the * God ' said, ' Let there be light.' And he was 
obliged to speak the word, to show that he chose light, and 
hated darkness ; and his ward was a perfect work. He 
said, and it was done! He commanded, and it stood 
fast ! So now you may plainly see who the God was, that 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness : for with- 
out man there could be no Devil (personified), and without 
man there could be no God (with us). So it was the God- 
man that commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
which light now shines into men's hearts. Let me tell 
you, that no light could ever have shone, if the ' God ' had 
not commanded it, and demanded it to shine ; for by my 
request it must be given. 

Then was it known that righteousness was loved, and 
iniquity hated, as it is written (Ps. xlv. 7), * Thou lovest 
righteousness, and hatest wickedness, therefore God, even 
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows.' 

Now, ' Easter ' was a Goddess of the Saxons to whom 
honours were paid about the same season of the year, in 
which Easter is kept here. 

This Goddess was Venus, the Goddess of Love and 
Light ; a beautiful and lively representation of the Lord 
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of Life (the Woman) rising out of the man, and becoming 
the * Mother of all the Living' ; i>., of the Living WORD, 
which giveth Life to those who receive it Now sec how 
the world has been imposed upon ; the Goddess was the 
Image of the Light that was to be bom in the due time» out 
of darkness, and was not to represent the rising of the body 
of a dead man from the Grave. Now, the Friday is the 
6th day of the week, and the 6 denotes the suffering time, 
when man's labour ended. ' Beware, said the Romans, of 
the Ides of March.' And J. Southcott's prophecies tell of 
the great fears that would be, when it came to March and 
April. So in the year 1828, the real Good Friday hap- 
pened ; Saturn ruled on that day, and sent the Anointed 
to Hades. At that season the Romans used to shut up 
all business, cease from work, and expected something 
awful to happen, the Type of what did happen to Zion on 
Good Friday ; and a Good Friday it was, to descend into 
the Hades and there put off mortality, and to pass from 
death to life, — to put off the weak nature, and to put on 
strength, the Godhead ! ' spoiling principalities and powers, 
making a show of them openly, triumphing over them in 
his Cross ' ; and to ascend into the knowledge of the Holy, 
and to bring Life and Immortality to lights that that Life 
might be communicated unto you. This was a Good 
Friday, and the true Easter Sunday. Therefore as we 
have the Substance^ we leave the shadows. Our Shop is 
open! 

Your letter to Mr Carlile, in vindication of Zion, was 
just and true. Oh, Charles ! the God of Truth, of Justice 
and of Judgment guided your heart and your pen, to send 
such an answer to Mr Carlile. Such an acknowledgment 
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from you — standing with Zion — that there is a Power 
above the creature, even the God of Israel, must put the 
great self-commending * I ' — as you say — to the blush. I 
have heard that Mr Carlile's 'True Christian' is out, I 
have not yet seen it; but you may depend on't, that I 
will have a squint at that. The Gallant Ship shall not 
pass up our ' Straights,* without a salute of one-and-twenty 
Guns — that's a Royal Salute. And when she comes in 
front of our Battery, we will read to her captain and crew, 
as follows : — 

' There the glorious Lord shall be unto us, a place of 
broad rivers and streams, wherein shall go no Galley with 
oars, nor shall Gallant Ship pass that way.' 

Here is God's most ancient law ; 
Down her top-gallants she must draw, 

And topsails put aback ; 
If ere shell enter Zion's Sound 
For there's St Sal vador-de- Monde ! 

With Standard blue, and Union Jack, 
Guns she mounts, a Hundred and ten. 
Her crew of gallant Englishmen 

To battle well inured. 
No gallant Ship can pass that way : 
St Salvador's King of the sea. 

' St Salvador-de-Monde ! ' 

This is rough verse, but you will see what I mean. 
Your Father said that he smelt gunpowder, and I think 
he is right 

Mr Carlile has not sold any of the last Books ; he keeps 
them on his counter, 'tis true, but I judge that he does not 
at all recommend them, indeed we cannot expect it. 

Mr Carlile no doubt imagined that Zion would come 
over to him ; he not knowing that the Redeemer had come 
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subjects, they are calling loudly for the ruin of the 
Empire, and that^ as Englishmen, you cannot bear. There 
was a William the Conqueror; but oh, shall England 
have to lament a William the Conquered ? I mean shall 
bad advisers sway the King's mind. I would advise him 
to love and peace, that his throne may not be stained with 
such oppressive acts, and cruelty to his subjects. 

ZiON. 



London, April 27, Year 9, 

Dear Brother Pierce,— We had the pleasure of 
Mrs Jackson's company, who delivered to us the letter 
from Scotland, which I have answered and sent forward 
to Glasgow by way of Bamsley, which will save them 
a little expense. We received also your kind letter dated 
23rd inst, with Blyth subscription, los. from M. Rowland, 
and a present from another quarter which was very 
welcome just now, being much needed. There was a 
letter also from Mrs Jones of Shrewsbury ; I thank you 
for answering her, and I am sure that you gave her 
some strong things, that she will not be able to put 
away from her. 

What an enviable being is this poor simple creature 
of God, Zion I How is it, that those who make their boast 
of belief in God so much, will not have things as God 
has said by His prophets in old time, that they should 
be ? How can any sign themselves a Sister or a Brother 
in Christ, while they stand in mere visitation, and are 
carried about of winds? For visitation is not Christ, 
yet those visited characters, like all the ' religious,' imagine 
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they possess him ; but visitations are winds, and from 
these winds a man must be the hiding-place. 'All run 
in the race' (in a sense), 'but one getteth the Prize/ 
And why will not men have it as God said it should be, 
even because they are right in their own ^ts^ and 
prudent in their own sight; they are wiser than God. 
One only could win Christ (Phil. iii. 8), and he had to 
fight the battle, and to die for the Prize, and then to 
overcame the death, and rise again a Conqueror, How 
vain of any to talk of being in Christ, before the battle 
was fought, and the true God and Eternal Life won. 
Now, it is Grod-man that getteth the Prize, no mere man 
could fight and overcome, the man must be created for 
this very purpose, and when that ' NATURE ' is imparted 
to him, whereby he shall be enabled to endure all those 
doleful sufferings and trials, that must be borne ere the 
truth of all prophecy could be found, then he enters the 
field, and his foes are brought before him, whom he 
must fight and conquer for the Prize held out before 
him. Then after the battle and confusion, the child is 
bom, the Son is given; the Wonderful — the Counsellor 
is then come, and the Victor is crowned^ and his office 
is to divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured 
out his soul unto death. 

Now here is God's plan, and blessed are they that 
know the joyful sound, because they all share the Prize, 
!>., *the Godhead bodily with man.' But see now what 
empty arrogance is in those visited characters, how they 
withstand the Wisdom of God, and want to set up 
themselves. 

You say right of Dr Williams, he has not the tools 
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to do that work of turning iron into gold, according to 
the Spirits meaning, but he really thinks that he can do 
it literally, but you'll find we shall have to call it Williams's 
folly ; he would not believe me, so let him go on, he may 
learn wisdom by his folly. 

We had an interview with Colonel Evans, M.P., he 
seems a man of very liberal principles, and said he felt 
much for our hard lot when we were in Derby Gaol. 

I know that all the wheels are moving to bring about 
the deliverance of the rational world from slavery, both 
mental and bodily. Let men unite, by just and peaceable 
means, to redeem themselves from oppressions; but be 
ye cautious in meddling with the things of the world, 
and receive your directions solely from the 'Spirit of 
Truth,' to guide you in all affairs. 

From ZiON, THE CiTY OF Truth. 

[And if we (Shilohites) do not, we should be ever 
agitating in outward affairs ; seeing the ill, but powerless 
to remedy it But by attending to the • directions,' every- 
thing external is seen to be right — moving to one end; 
and as 'time is no longer,' with us, we can 'in patience 
possess our souls^ — the spoils of the 'victory* gained by 
the 'One' — and rest content with 'things as they are,' 
knowing the Grand Event of all. — C. B. H.] 



TO T. PIERCE 

May 10, Year 9. 

My dear Brother, — I have just received the Regu- 
lations which you were so kind as to rectify and place 
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in order, for which I feel much indebted, as well as for 
all your labours in the Work. 

I trust you will not be faint-hearted when you look 
at the Cause as it stands just at this period, it seems 
dead and flat, but when I see you again, I will show you 
reason why it is so, and will prove to you that it is right. 
I do not mean to get any more printing done just now, 
enough is now written and in print, to satisfy the mind of 
every honest inquirer that the Lord dwelleth in Zion, 
who is the Guide of all spirits. Be stout-hearted, I mean 
strong in faith and courage, for I know in the present 
stage of the work the faithful hearts will be much tried ; 
but blessed be God for trials, by them you shall grow 
more abundantly; faithful hearts will be like the Oak« 
the more assailed by fierce winds the deeper it takes 
root. 

I do not forbid my friends to join the Trades Unions, 
or command them either way, but they will find that my 
judgment is right, and God will no>y have His way to 
bring happiness to man, and in His way it must come. 
If the people already initiated into the Truth, do not 
make themselves active to spread it, God will raise up 
those that will, His Truth must flourish, and He will find 
instruments to work by ; then those that are now supine, 
doubting, suspicious of the Lord's anointed, will grieve 
when they see their honour lost; yet they will not lose 
the Kingdom, but they will not have that abundant joy, 
for 'unbelief will bring on grief Of this I would warn 
my dear children, for I know how they are in mind, 
though I see them not in person. I would that they lay 
aside every weight, and run with patience the race set 
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before them ; some are suspicious of me, and doubt my 
character and my Call, but ah, they have no real cause, 
God knoweth ; their suspicions arise from the ground of 
mere nature in themselves, let them cast off their heavi- 
ness ; I will see them again, and speak face to face.^ 

Oh, how wonderful are the ways of Grod, to make 
me, His very creature, so that I need assistance of my 
children in external matters. Blessed be God for His 
wisdom and plan, that the Head shall not say to the 
members, I have no need of thee. Oh, He is a wise God, 
and knows how to hide/nVfe from His creature, Zion. 

I did not think to stay so long here, when we came, 
but all things are decreed, and Providence has so ordered 
it that we could not move. I long to be gone I assure 
you, but I am the child of Providence, and as it guides 
so I go. 

Intend going to Birmingham first, and then to you. 
I beg you will give my kind love to your family, and the 
same to Brother Kirk and all. We are in good health, 
and I remain your ever true and faithful lover, 

ZiON. 



ON THE 'MILLENNIUM.' 

London, May 15, Year 9. 
It is wonderful to contemplate how deeply hidden the 
meaning of the Scriptures has been. It is thought by vast 

' Here is guidance for all time, as the Eternal Day progresses by imper- 
ceptible degrees, each age or period contributing to the advancement, as all 
the spirits that then, and now, and will inhabit the bodies of men on the 
earth, become led (by one or many) to the Invisible state, so will they become 
* active * to advance in the love of God. — C. B. H. 
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numbers of people from a passage in the Revelations, that 
a time will come when Christ will live and reign here upon 
the Earth, for a thousand years ; they imagine a thousand 
years literally. But I would ask them. Is that all the 
time that he is to reign here? If they answered, *Yes,' 
I would then ask further, Who then is to reign after such 
a period of Good and Blessing ? 

I read, that after this time which they call the ' Millen- 
nium,' the Devil is to be let loose again from his prison, to 
deceive the nations, etc. This would be a sad reverse, 
to have the evil again after such a long period of the 
good ; and nobody knows how long the evil one might 
reig^ again, and perhaps do more mischief than ever he 
did before. 

This will not do, it will not bear scrutiny ; they do not 
understand the subject at all ; it is a spiritual subject, and 
not to be understood in a literal sense. Let us see the 
Hidden Wisdom of God in this. 

By the Earth is not meant the Great Globe, but a 
Man, an Individual, i>., the First Man, Adam, created 
now in Wisdom's day, by whom is introduced the change 
of knowledge that shall supersede all other (on Divine 
things), now in this latter time. This is the Adam of the 
Scriptures, * the Earth ' ; and the thousand years are 
merely his Paradisical State, while the Glorious ' Living 
Soul ' reigns and lives in him ; and during this ' one day ' 
of Glory (a thousand years stand for one day, in the 
Divine Wisdom) within the man, Satan — corrupt or evil- 
nature — is confined down, so that it (during the reign of 
this Glory and Light in him — the soul) toucheth him not ; 
but he lives in a state of blessedness and innocence, filled 
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with a Glory which he himself could not comprehend, 
though he enjoyed it. 

This is the Millennial State ; so that this State is passed, 
this 'thousand years' ended with the Earth, it expired, 
and then corrupt nature — Satan was loosed from his con- 
finement, and gained the ascendancy over Adam, by 
means of his Eve, viz., the Divine Principle which was in 
the mind, by which the mind sought after Wisdom. This 
Rib (or hidden life), not being yet matured, caused Adam to 
make a sad mistake, and he took the forbidden fruit, viz., 
Man's wisdom on the Scriptures, and eat 1/, thinking it 
was, or mistaking it for the Good ; and so he fell down 
from his Paradise! 

' But then, in his sufferings and labour, he brings forth 
his Eve in perfection (not a Rib merely), and then She 
helps him to the Good fruit ; and so the Man is restored. 
Redeemed; and Satan — corrupt or evil nature, that dis- 
obeyed — is destroyed entirely, no more to hurt or to 
annoy. 

Now, where is the Millennium that men have talked 
of? It is vanished away like smoke, and Christ reigns 
evermore I 

For the Millennium was the * first heaven, and the first 
earth,' which are now * passed away ' ; and the * New heaven 
and the New earth ' appears, which is Christ (the Divine 
Spirit or True Light) reappearing in the mind of the 
Man, renewed by knowledge. ZiON. 

[From this short, but pregnant 'Fragment' may be 
seen how exclusively the ' Millennial State ' was possessed 
by Adam, the first; and could only be the experience of 

VOL. XV X 
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the * living soul ' generated out of the Deity — a portion of 
His own immortality. Thus the Life — the 'Day' was 
eternal, expressed under the figure of a thou-sand years, 1 
— the Great Original First Cause Himself, who works in 
His Creature the life of the Father— of the Son — and of 
the Holy Ghost, the three O's or spiritual worlds or globes 
of Divine Wisdom, Love and Truth ; thus forming a being 
in His very Image and Likeness, who should be a par- 
taker of His Holiness, by the resurrection from the dead! 
For Adam was but the ' natural man ' at first, and though 
taken into this blissful state unknown to all the world 
besides, whilst the outward body existed on earth,' he was 
still subject to death, yet felt himself immortal — the 
Eternal Man I without any knowledge of the Power that 
made him so. Therefore the night of the 'Fall' must 
come upon him, to show his real origin, that he was not 
j^^^xistent, but dependent entirely on his Maker and 
Restorer, and so effect the destruction oi pride. — C. B. H.] 



Birmingham, /mm 4, Ytar^ 

Dear Brother Pierce, — The Parcel came safe to 
Mr Bradley, and money all right, please to accept of our 
grateful feelings in return ; and we beg you will present the 
same to all the friends who so earnestly desire to see us 
again at Nottingham, as you express. Should be glad of 
a line from Mr Kirk ; we are thankful to our kind friends 
Mr and Mrs Holbrook for their offer of hospitality to us, 
we accept it with gladness; we were very happy with 
them last time we had the pleasure of being among you. 
Mr Bradley, junior, Mr Holinsworth, and I may say all 
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the family, feel most sincerely obliged to you for your 
kind feeling toward them expressed in your letter, and 
your concern for their safety, lest the law should take hold 
of them for presuming to marry themselves, doing without 
Parson or Clerk, acting upon the principles of freedom 
which they have discovered in THE WORD [through Zion], 
and by which they are principled. 

Well, they have discovered their privileges, they 
recognise, and apprehend, and they comprehend their 
rights, ue.y that they are to be free ; and they have found 
in themselves moral power sufficient to act upon what 
they have discovered. And I admire it for my own 
part, but would not, at the same time, recommend a 
similar course respecting Marriage, to be adopted by all 
that profess to believe in the Lord in Zion; and why? 
the reason is, because there are but few, as yet, sufficiently 
principled by the Truths as to go forward as these noble 
young people have done. 

Therefore I do not advise it for the Believers generally, 
under present laws, because of the weakness that I know 
still pervades the minds of many ; and as I before said, 
there are but few sufficiently freed from the world, to act 
on the principles which the coming of the Truth has given 
to some. But wherever the Truth is in power in any, they 
will fully and entirely burst tJteir bonds; through Zion 
they have the spirit and power, and when they become 
imbued therewith, they will act without any command 
from me, shaking themselves from every particle of the 
dust of Old Sodom ; and the Truth being thoroughly 
rooted^ such will be their detestation of the wisdom of men, 
and of their vain ceremonies, that they will rather endure 
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many inconveniences (if necessitated) than any longer 
countenance, or seem to countenance, or give any en- 
couragement to falsehood and delusion. I see no hold 
that the law can have upon them, the way the young 
friends have acted here, defies the Ecclesiastical author- 
ities ; they had no one to marry them, they married them- 
selves by vowing to each other before an assembly of 
Believers, after the Meeting ; and if young folks like to go 
together, whether they agree to do so privately or publicly, 
who can hinder them ? they can dispose of themselves as 
they think well. But these have agreed pubUcly to 
declare their union to each other, and I am sure that 
they are bound by more secure, and stronger, and more 
noble bonds, than ever a Parson could bind them with. 

We will cease saying any more at present Mr and 
Mrs Bradley unite with James and myself in love to you 
and yours, and to all the friends. 

From Your ever-loving friend, Zion. 

I am much obliged by your sending Margaret's letter, 
and shall be glad if you will forward to her the one 
accompanying this. 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

Nottingham {umiated). 
My dear Brother,— I confess that ever since I left 
you my heart has been much with you, and with all 
the loving-hearted friends at Birmingham. Your very 
great kindness to me would, several times since here 
I've been, have compelled me to write, but I thought 
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as we are in expectation of seeing Mrs Bradley so soon, 
that there was no need, yet at this late time I find I 
must send you this. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that your Son 
and Daughter Tennant are quite well, and in good 
spirits: we spent a most agreeable day with them last 
week, on invitation. I told Mrs Tennant that when I 
came, she must allow me to talk as I liked, to this 
she agreed, and said, *And Zion, you must allow me 
to talk as I like'; — this was our agreement. I think 
I never spent a day so comfortably with persons who 
are not altogether one with me in spiritual things. I 
do think that Fanny is the most affectionate Daughter 
that ever I was in company with; her heartfelt conver- 
sation, and loving filial expressions, really compelled 
me to love her. I had not seen so much of her char- 
acter previously, but am now persuaded that to esteem 
her, she is only to be known ; and I trust that the good 
sense and discerning faculty, which I see she does pos- 
sess in all natural things, in addition to her affection, will 
lead her to the discovery, and to the contemplation of the 
perfections, excellencies, beauties, and love of that Object, 
who for the display of His Glory to us, is more than 
worthy of our supreme love. 

It is truly delightful to me, to see in persons stand- 
ing in mere nature, all those affections and feelings, 
from the influence of which every relative duty is per- 
formed with alacrity and delight ; this alone to see, 
gives me pleasure. And if persons are so amiable in 
their dispositions and manners, without the knowledge 
and enjoyment of the Divine Love, how glorious within 
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must the same heart be, when the very God of Lave 
is known by that person. 

Your Daughter was all attention to myself and 
James, and all kindness, courtesy and friendship; she 
expressed herself delighted from a double source, first, 
that she had the company of those so much esteemed 
by her Father and Mother, etc., and secondly — so she 
was pleased to intimate — that she felt much friendship 
for us independently, for she does not believe us to 
be designing impostors, but that we are sincere. Mr 
Tennant also expressed the same opinion of us, and 
was particularly friendly; he appears to me to be of 
a most friendly, open and candid disposition. I cannot 
tell you all I feel at their civility and good nature 
toward us, but I thought it right — indeed, gratitude 
compels me — to say what I have, and I know it will 
be pleasing to you all. 

I did not press much of spiritual things on either 
Mr or Mrs Tennant, a word or two now and then 
might be spoken, and that's all. I think it best to 
be easy a little about these things, and to creep in slyly 
a little bit eU a tinu^ and always to appear as if I had 
no design upon a person. You will say, this is subtle. 
Well, it is in character, I am the Serpent, and my 
look shall catch the prey, and my eye shall compel 
them to drop into my mouth, and then I swallow 
them; there are some Birds which, for the life of 
them, cannot help admiring the green lustre of the 
serpent's scales, for they shine and glisten so, and if 
once they begin to look, and to catch its eye, it is all 
over with them, for the Serpent's '£y^' is the ^ Light of 
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GodM and light must destroy darkness. But as I do 
not design this letter for spiritual things particularly, I 
must proceed to a conclusion. 

We stayed at Derby after we first left you, and 
passed a few pleasant hours with the few friends there. 
Sister Russell kindly made us a present of £1 that 
we owed her. 

The Friends at Nottingham expressed much glad- 
ness on seeing us, and made everything comfortable 
for us to b^in housekeeping. We charge admission 
money at the Lectures both to friends and strangers, 
and I believe that the plan is agreeable to the greater 
part. Mrs Bradley is expected on Tuesday next, and 
I trust that she will cast all dull care behind her for 
a little season. How are Holinsworth and Louisa? 
Charles and Emma, Edwin and Ralph? I hope all 
well, please to give our kind love to them all. I am 
not very well, have been bled this morning, hope to 
be better after it. How is my dear Sister Witton ? 
shall feel much pleasure in seeing her at Nottingham. 
'Bum me!' [an expression of hers] if I sha'n't. Well, 
it's pleasant work to see and to converse with those we 
have so much cause to love and esteem. Now, my very 
dear Friend Bradley, I must leave you, to-morrow you will 
be up to your eyes, yes, and above your eyes in business. 
I wish thee God-speed, friend, and I look towards thee, 
that's all I need say to you, as I know you are your- 
self a man of few words, I wish to conform to you in 
that good rule. 

Our friend Weston (I expect) and his intended are 
wed ; no wonder our coats are not come, we quite 



328 ZIOirS WORKS 

excuse him. Now I must finish, give our kind love, 
if you please, to everyone of the friends. 

From James and Zion, the Lord is here. 

All the friends here desire to be kindly remembered 
to you. We trust to hear by Mrs Bradley that Mrs 
Harris is better, she was poorly when we left ; and hope 
that Mr Harris has got rid of his visitor — gout 



TO C BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

Brother Charles of Birmingham,— I hope that 
yourself and wife are very well ; I am glad to hear 
by your note that you all dined upon 'Fat geese' at 
Lawrence Street Chapel. [This is in reference to his 
great Epistle on Job xxviii. 5-8, wherein is con- 
tained an explanation of a Rabbinical parable on 
this subject, su Vol. II., pp. 32-43.] I hope they were 
good, and that the stuffing did not disagree with your 
stomach. It is 'the leg and the wing' that is best to 
eat, for that is the 'Remnant' that remains. I would 
advise my dear children not to eat much stuffing, for 
it sometimes makes Bile arise, but if they would be 
content to dine off the ' leg and wing,' they will never 
be sick after eating that You will excuse me for giv- 
ing this bit of advice, because I wish you health ; 
I am sure that the carver who served on the day you 
had the Geese, would know which parts to help you 
to, and I can trust him that he would not give you 
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much stuffings because he does not like that himself; and 
I know that he is too considerate to give to others, 
what he himself disapproves of. I rather anticipate 
what he'll say when you read this to him; he'll likely 
tell you that he has been 'stuffed like a goose, and 
crammed like a turkey/ And so have I, Mr Bradley, 
and then served up to a devouring crew that eat all 
my flesh off, so that only the Bones remain, and they 
are so bare of flesh, that the Dogs won't pick them, 
they come and smell them, but finding no flesh, they 
trot off in a jiffy.^ 

Should Mr Palmer call on you, please remember us 
kindly to him, and Mr West the same, I trust they are 
very well. There is a Mr Young, too, who was very 
friendly toward the Cause, remember us to him. Should 
be glad if you would send us some pens, and the 
'Traditions of the Jews,' and 'Voyage through Hell,' 
let us have them the first opportunity. Shall we see 
you and yours at Nottingham? we hope so. How are 
the little couple [Mr and Mrs Holinsworth] at Snowhill ? 
Hearty, I trust; give our hearty love to them, our 
heart is with them, they may be sure; and give our 
kind love to all that live at Birmingham. How is our 
dear Phoebe Collins? please to tell her that I intend 
writing to her soon. Now I must have done. 

From Your ever-loving Friend, Zion. 

* The 'Epistle on a Text out of the Book of Job* (Vol. II. pp. i-iio) 
was written in the Gaol, shortly after their imprisonment, Year 7, and pro- 
bably not brought out till their release, when its manifold beauties made it an 
unspeakable and joyful acquisition to the Believers. 
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TO MRS JACKSON AND MRS CHEEK. 

Chbstbrfxkld. SipUmUr 3, Kmt 9. 

Dear Sisters,— I expect that when you get this 
letter, you will say, Here is long-looked-for come at last; 
truly it is a long time since I wrote to you, but perhaps 
it is not amiss to give you a little time for the mending 
of your appetites ; but here I expect you will be ready 
to say. That your appetites were not bad, that you knew 
of. Well, I don't myself think that you were ever tired 
of the provision which our House provided, at the same 
time, it may be that now you may eat with a double 
relish, and if so, there is good done by the long silence ; 
so no grumbling, if you please, since it is one of the 
•All-things.' 

What have you been thinking about lately, was it 
that we forgat you ? Ah, nothing so sure 1 Well, now, 
this was a sharpener to your stomach, and if there were 
not some seeming cause for you to think this, you would 
not now feel so much pleasure in seeing the postman 
coming with his quick ' Rat-tat,' and presenting a letter 
with the well-known handwriting of your friend on the 
direction. Talk of forgetting you ! Can you forget 
us ? ' No, you say, that can never be 1 ' Then judge us 
as good as yourselves, if you please. Ladies! How can 
we forget those that love us, and who place their hap- 
piness in the Truth ? But stop ! don't let me go too far : 
I may be saying — as to loving us — a little more than I 
ought, and perhaps flattering myself a little; so I had 
best leave this matter to yourselves. 

Yet I do really think, that if you did dislike our 
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country, if the climate did not agree with you, and if the 
air was not wholesome, — that you have had plenty of 
opportunity to return to your own ; and as you stay 
so contentedly, and will not return to your people, and 
to your Gods, to worship them as heretofore, and to live 
with your former kindred; I confess that I must think 
that it augurs well for you, and compels us to think — 
however unwilling we might be to believe it — that you 
have chosen our country to reside in, in preference to 
your own; and our company and acquaintance, in pre- 
ference to the company of your former relatives. 

Well, as it cannot be denied but that you do stay in 
our country — and I believe you still wish to stay, — we 
would know of you, why, and for what reason you choose 
to stay with us ? Were you not much better off in your 
own country? You have had some very rough weather 
since you came over to this side of the River, to my 
certain knowledge ; friends have turned enemies to you, 
and the world frowns upon you. Go back! go back!! 
Be wise, and don't run any more hazards. There's 
nothing to be had except a few scattered fragments of 
an Old Book, that have been scattered — God only knows 
where — about the world with every wind that blew ; and 
these fragments are now gathered together by someone 
that has a little subtlety, or ingenuity ; and just for a hoax 
he tells you many things that seem like truth, but I 
advise you to look more narrowly into it, and let no 
one deceive you. 

For my own part, I'd ransack it, and search it to the 
very bottom^ and if I could find out that it was unsound, 
rd give it up. 
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Now, you know that there are some who are wise 
enough to discover many faults in this way, — so they 
say, — and they have very prudently given it up. Well, 
and every wise person will commend them for it; and 
perhaps il you were to put aside partiality, and cast off 
what you call Love, you may make the same happy 
discovery, and so escape what might be lying in store 
for you. 

Now I wish to give you a plain piece of advice ; and 
I take you both to witness that I never persuaded you 
to come into this way, you chose it for yourselves; so 
that I am clear from your blood, if it should at last be 
found wrong. But I'm afraid you will not be persuaded ; 
for I understand that many have tried to do so, but to no 
purpose. Very strange I Why you must be infatuated ; 
for here is now the Ninth Year, and there's nothing in 
the world come yet. Where's the Millennium ? De'il a 
bit of it you'll ever see : it's all a hoax ! 'Tis true I assure 
you, so don't puff yourselves up with the hope of a 
glorious Millennium any longer, for neither you, nor any- 
one else will ever see that time, 

O what a glorious Millennium the folks were to have : — 
fine Palaces; fine Coaches; fine Beds; all manner of 
luxuries ; and nobody to die for a thousand years. But 
see how nicely they are done, — they never looked at the 
word, ' A thousand years is as one day ' (2 Peter iii. 8). 
The folks only looked at the words, *And they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years' (Rev. xx. 2-4). 
And the word, *They,' the wise folks applied to them- 
selves, — ^they were to be the people, because they believed 
that Joanna Southcott was a Prophetess, and Turner, 
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and some others were Prophets ; O how wise they were 1 
when God meant by the word, 'They' — Adam and 
Eve only. 

A man at Nottingham [alluding to himself, the writer] 
the other day, said, That they (Adam and Eve) did so 
reign and live with Christ a thousand years — which were 
as one day in Paradise, while the Dragon was chained 
down in the bottomless pit of Hell ; then Adam and 
Eve delighted themselves in their lovely Paradise, never 
thinking in the least, that when the 'One day' should 
be expired, that the Devil should be let loose from his 
prison again, to deceive them — *the nations.* No, they 
never dreamed of that ; they were eating and drinking, 
marrying, and enjoying their marriage; thought their 
' war was ended, when alas, it was not begun ' ; and they 
knew not, till the flood came and swept them away 
with it. The lights were all put out; topsy-turvy went 
the tables, smash went all the plates, dishes, and glasses, 
and of all the noble viands that were provided for the 
wedding, not so much as a bone remained for anyone 
to pick ; the flood swept all away, and they themselves 
left without House or Home ; in one hour all this destruc- 
tion came ! 

And the man said in his discourse, ' That if you had 
been there, you would have said indeed, that both Hell 
and the Devil had been let loose sure enough.' *For,' 
said he, 'there never was such a scene of destruction, 
misery and wretchedness, since the world was a world, 
as was seen at that time.' One would have thought that 
the man had been there, to hear him talk of it, for he 
told it as regularly as clock-work. 
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But now what do you think of all this? Is it not 
nonsense ? But egad ! if it should be true though, the 
folks are nicely hoaxed about the Millennium ! 1 

But can you believe now, that it was the ' Millennium 
state/ when Adam and Eve were in Paradise. I'm sure 
if you do believe it, you believe what no one in the world 
would believe; for my own part I'll suspend my judg- 
ment till I hear from you. Yet I must confess there 
seems something in it; for certainly the Devil did 
break loose at the expiration of the time, and poor Adam 
and Eve got completely be-devilled, and were driven 
out: the man was driven out (you read) of Paradise. 

Well, I often thought about the Millennium, that should 
there come a time when there would be a thousand years' 
happiness here upon earth — as all the folks expected, — 
that it would be very queer for the Devil to be let loose 
upon them again, after enjoying a thousand years of 
Peace; and again, if they should have a knowledge — 
all along the time of the Millennium — that the Devil would 
be let loose upon them again at the end of it, bow then 
could there be perfect peace? For the thought of that 
would certainly mar their happiness all along, and would 
spoil their * Millennium ' : would they not say, * Ah, this 
is all very well, but we must go to the Devil at the end 
of it, or the Devil will come to us, and break all our 
peace, and ruin our delights.' 

Now, this is just how the people would naturally talk ; 
so that the idea of such a Millennium was certainly but 
a dream. 

And now I should like to have your opinion upon 
what is before said, viz., that the Millennium is past ; for 
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Adam's day in Paradise was the thousand years' rest and 
reign. Now tell us in your answer, whether or not you 
can believe this ? And perhaps if you do, I may also. 

Now I must make another remark before I conclude, 
for I think it necessary, — besides I am fond of prying 
into secrets: — It appears to me that Adam, when in 
Paradise, had no knowledge whatever that he should fall — 
that the Devil would be let loose to tempt him ; therefore, 
this knowledge being kept from him, he enjoyed his 
Millennium rest and peace; he had no thoughts about 
watching for an attack of the enemy. Matt xxiv. 43 — 
' But know this, that if the goodman of the house had 
known in what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be 
broken up,' Yet you know, that in watching there would 
be pain and anxiety, consequently not perfect rest; so 
all of it was hidden from Adam, that he might have rest 
during his day. 

But you know that in the other case, the people being 
aware that at the end of the thousand years the Devil 
would be let loose to torment and plague them, and God 
only knows for how long afterwards they would be ex- 
posed to sufferings : this thought, I say, would kill every 
enjoyment. So that we now are in a much better state 
than we could be in such a Millennium. And why? 
Well, I answer, because the Devil is destroyed altogether^ 
he is buried without any shadow of a hope of a resurrec- 
tion, never, never more to be let loose upon us : for you 
read (Rev. xx. 7-9), that at the expiration of the Mil- 
lennium, the Devil was to be let loose, and was to 
come up on the breadth of the earth, and get Gog and 
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Magog together to the battle of the great Day of God 
Almighty, and was to compass the camp of the Saints 
about, and the beloved City; and fire came down from 
Heaven, and destroyed the Devil and all his host, making 
an end of him. 

Now I have done : here I have told you of this man's 
doctrine; he is quite a stranger I am informed, and I 
leave you to judge of it, whether the Millennium is past, 
and if that was the Millennium, viz., Adam's day in 
Paradise,— or are you still looking for the Millennium ? 
Tell us, — Are you now in the Millennium, or do you 
expect it, or are you now in the Everlasting Kingdom of 
Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ ? 

Your answer will greatly oblige, your ever-loving 
friend, ZiON. 

\Su another amplification of this subject May 15, 
pp. 320-322.] 



September %y Year 9. 

Dear Sister Jackson,— We expect that in London 
the times are but very indifferent, as they are in the 
country, so that we suppose it is with great difficulty 
you can get bread for yourself and family ; and the same 
we are informed by Sister Twort. 

It is very trying for you I am sure, and we often think 
of you and talk of you too, and of poor Cheek ; but we 
know at the same time, that in the midst of all you can 
draw consolation from a source that can never fail to 
render you support 
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It may be thought by some that our life is all pleasure, 
truly our pleasure is all inward as yet, for we eat many 
a bitter crust, I assure you, for there are but few, com- 
paratively speaking, who do in reality see or believe in 
the Work, so as to compel them to give towards its 
support without grudging, or without having some thoughts 
that both James and I, may perhaps be but impostors. 
We leave you to judge then, how pleasant it must be to 
us to receive anything at the hands of such ; would it 
not be far more pleasant to earn a shilling, than to 
suffer in such a manner? It certainly would. And only 
for the certain knowledge we have, that we are rightly 
engaged — that it is God's own work, and that the object 
we have in view will most certainly be accomplished, — 
we would retire from the field without ceremony. 

But as God is our Master, we care little for men, and 
so we go on our way, 'sorrowful, but always rejoicing: 
poor, yet making many rich : as having nothing, yet 
possessing all things.' 

We left the friends at Nottingham all pretty well, 
but some among them are grown overwise, therefore I 
mean to leave them till they shall see by experience, that 
their wisdom is folly. 

What would you feel, were you in my case, being 

made the Spiritual father (or mother) of children, and 

for those children, soon after they think they can go 

alone, to rise up, and attempt to take the lead and right 

of you, and instead of submitting to be taught, become 

your teacher, and take on themselves to dictate to you. 

Would not this grieve you ? I think it would : but this 

I certainly have to bear from some. But there are many 
VOL. XV Y 
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others from whom I receive great comfort, so I must take 
things as they go, and keep on my way; but I do know, 
that those who walk in pride God is able to abase. 

What I have sent to Brother Armstrong, you will 
consider as for all the friends. [Vol. VI. pp. i6i-i8a] 

We beg to return our sincere thanks to those friends 
who so kindly remembered our wants, and subscribed 
what they could for us; their kindness, in our absence 
from them, will not be forgottea 

We have the pleasure to inform you that though we 
have to pass through numerous troubles, perplexities, and 
difficulties, yet the knowledge of the Truth gains ground, 
in spite too of the aboundings of unbelief and opposition. 
A few days ago at a country town a few miles distant 
from this place (Bamsley), we had a grand set-to with 
several preachers, and a numerous attendance of their 
people; but the preachers got fairly beaten before their 
own people. We have an invitation there again, with a 
promise of getting the chapel for us to speak in, for all 
the people seem desirous of hearing our Gospel We 
met in this place at the house of an old gentleman — a 
Quaker, who seems well-disposed toward the Truth ; his 
house and orchard were filled with people ; and when we 
departed from the place, the old gentleman accompanied 
us some distance on the road. 

His housekeeper is a Sister, and a truly staunch 
believer, one of the right sort, full of faith, despising to 
yield to the b^garly crawling spirit of doubt, suspicion 
and diffidence, — and she is as bold as a Lion. What use 
are those crawling spirits, hanging — as it were — between 
• Wiir and 'Won't*; let them go from us, we don't want 
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them ! ' He that is not with me is against me/ — if this 
is the Work of God, it is worth attending to : but if it is 
of man only, to Hell let it go 1 

And everyone ought to decide in their own minds 
about it ; and if they decide that it is the Work of God, 
let them ask themselves then, how they treat him who is 
the Sent But if it is the work of man, they ought not to 
give one penny towards its support, — let all be decided, be 
one thing or the other. They that go to Heaven go in 
full sail, with the wind right aft, and all their canvas 
spread to the breeze ; Crawlers don't go to Heaven, no 
nor creepers ; neither can they gain the Port, whose eye is 
more set upon the temporal gain than upon the spiritual ; 
they'll get waterlogged on the voyage, and will founder at 
sea ere long, or will put back into Dusky Bay, and there 
break up ship, not being able to go any further. But the 
ship which has had her hull well examined, well caulked, 
and bottom well paid in Dock, before coming out ; then 
tightly rigged, well-manned, and good store of provision 
on board, good sound guns, etc.; Captain and crew in 
high glee, with fair prospect of a prosperous voyage, with 
the fair Heavens in mind; — such a ship will brave all 
storms, each man at the Helm keeps his eye on the Polar 
Star fixed, and by it he steers, never wavering : — 

Trust not to your own Opinion, 

While your vessePs under way ; 

Let good example ' bear dominion, 

That's a Compass will not stray ; 

And when your Can's with liquor flowing. 

And good fellowship prevails, — 

Let each true heart with rapture glowing. 

Drink, ' Success attend the Sails.' 

' Su the Forerunner, how He overcame : Go and do likewise I 
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In about a fortnight we expect to be at Sheffield. All 
friends here unite with James and myself in kind love to 
you all. 

From Jerusalem, the City of Truth. 



TO THE NOTTINGHAM FRIENDS. 

(This Letter to be read to the Friends at the Chapel.) 

Chbstk&fibld, September 9, Year 9. 

On Sunday morning last, news was received by Zion 
from Nottingham, which I confess made my very heart 
ache. It was as follows: — *The work at Nottingham 
makes no progress, if anything, declining; all people 
seem to have an aversion to it' What! exclaimed I, 
the Work of God declining? and all people hating and 
rejecting it ? Can that be, when that Gracious God who 
inspired J. Southcott so plainly said, that all the powers 
of earth and hell shall not prevail to make all men dis- 
believe and reject this work ? The Work of God declining 
at Nottingham 1 O Nottingham, the God that sent His 
Messenger of peace to you, doth know with what a joyful 
heart did His Servant enter your streets, and, beholding 
the faces of those there, who were looking for the fulfil- 
ment of the Scriptures, the heart danced with joy ; and 
the remembrance of that love of yours which then was 
apparent, and seemed to light up every face with joy and 
pleasure, when the opening of the mysterious Word 
declared the presence of Him who was so long looked for ; 
the remembrance, I say, of that day forces a sigh from 
your ever-loving friend, who is well acquainted with 
sighing, and who once did sigh with the breaking of the 
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loins; a deep sigh comes forth, saying, Alas, alas! the 
glad day is gone, the time of innocent love is no more ; 
simplicity, and warm zeal for the honour of sweet Truth 
and the Grod that sent it, is frozen, cold, stiff and dead ! 
* The Work of God is declining at Nottingham/ O how 
dismal that knell! *A11 people* (at Nottingham) *have 
an aversion to it' Ah 1 Zion and James, no more then will 
you with joy strike up your merry song, just as the 
windmills are appearing in view on your approach toward 
the beloved Town, that once contained so many favourite 
hearts, — favourites, because in love and innocence they 
then appeared to worship Wisdom, and Her offspring 
' blessed ' they did call ; but ah, that day is now buried 
deep beneath a thick and sable cloud. The Day and Work 
of God declines, and night, with strides as swift and wide 
as Hell itself, advances. Yea, and by the doleful sound 
that now my ear assaults must still advance, till Notting- 
ham, dear, dear Nottingham, is lost, forever lost to me. 
The Work of God 's declining there ; thy Sun is setting 
fast, and surely set it will if this be true, that all people 
there disdain, abhor and scout the Holy Name of Wisdom, 
Love and Truth. Then Nottingham, to thee I bid a long, 
an everlasting sad adieu ; yet, remembering the kindness 
of thy youth, and the love of thine espousals, compelled I 
am, by love to thee sincere, and warm, and true, and with 
a tear, to sigh ' Farewell ! ' fare-thee-well, for well indeed 
I wish thee still ; and if thou would'st prosper as is my 
heart's wish, thou would'st thy former state' recall, and 
again revive, and one more powerful effort make thy 
glorious liberty and peace, and love, and joy to gain, 
and to maintain in spite of every foe. Then should I 
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hope yet once again, with feelings such as heretofore 

within this bosom glowed, when on thy affection and on 

thy love I mused, to see thee still ; then would I gladly 

change the sad ' farewell ' ; and again should ytmr Si 

Marys Bells ring forth a merry peal. But oh I why thus 

make sad my heart ? Some there may be, who verging 

on decline may seem, and were I near, and could I make 

my voice be heard, thus would I address them: 'And 

will ye go away ? ' for yet I think there are those still in 

Nottingham who never will decline, midst all that may 

oppress, and to discourage tend ; and can the Work of God 

itself then die away ? O no, cheer up my heart, and kope^ 

however, that there are still, as gleanings, a loving faithful 

few within those walls, who, like a stout heroic band 

inured to war, to famine and fatigue, will bravely still 

defend the stronghold of Zion, and who to their last 

and dying gasp will fight, so long as foes will shoot their 

arrows there. Yes, and victorious they will be o'er the 

proud Giant race, who to fall and perish are by the Most 

High decreed ; for these — though high as heaven — that 

'little one' whose name is Love (if for him in time of need 

you'll send) will vanquish from the field. His harp they 

can't endure, the sound of it does so affect their ears, that 

down, down, down to silence they must go, to rise no 

more at all. Then, when close at hand this Warrior stands, 

and ready at your beck to come on wings of light and 

love to your defence, O then, I say, will you stand mute 

and still, and see the Battle lost ? behold your slaughtered 

friends, and many captives made. Will you stand by 

and see your City sacked by the Barbarian host? and 

then cry, ' Lack-a-day ! ' and give it up, and cast away 
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your weapons of defence, and cowardly cry for Quarter 
from a foe who, if he conquer, never will he spare ; a slave, 
a vassal mean, you then become, and evermore his taunts 
and sneers and snubs you're bound to bear. Ah, would 
you yield to this, while David lives so near? God 
forbid ! ' Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will 
hear thee, and will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me,' 
— to you, as Believers. Cleave unto the Lord with purpose 
of heart ; lay up for yourselves treasures in the Heavens, 
le.^ in the New LifCy where moth nor rust can ne'er corrupt, 
nor thieves break through and steal. And it is for want 
of doing this that the Cause seems declining; there's a 
cleaving to the dust^ an inclining to the earth ; do, I pray 
you, if you have any regard for the God of Truth, and if 
you will triumph with Him, and if you will arise to glory 
and honour ; do, for the love of God, and for the honour 
of His Name, keep up your meetings together at the 
Chapel ; do not sink into decline, consider that you are as 
it were responsible for the truths put into your possession ; 
and while the Cause of Truth will rise and flourish at 
other places, shall they have to say of you, who were first 
favoured with the true sound of Gospel Grace, that you 
let the Foxes go up and destroy your stone wall? O rise 
up from your lethargy, all of you, if any love remains in 
you, if the ' canker ' has not eaten it all out ; and let all 
and everyone attend the Meeting, and by every means 
push forward ; for if the Work of CSrod declines with you, 
depend on it that Zion's work is the Work of Grod, and 
decline or decay it cannot. But should you hold it with 
so slippery a hand as to let it go, it will rise and prosper 
elsewhere, and others will profit much by your example, 
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and you will be a proverb in their mouths. ' Remember 
Nottingham ! ' will be the word ; * the Morning Star they 
did neglect, and from them it glided away; let us not 
treat the Star of Day so lightly.' 

I cannot say more to you in this letter at this time, 
only this, — I beg leave to ask you, dear friends. Is it 
God's Cause that you have engaged in? if you believe 
it is, O do for pity's sake do the work heartily, as unto 
the Lardy whatever you do, for it lies upon you. How 
will you be proved the friends of God, and prophets 
of the Lord ; or how will you assure your hearts before 
God, and enjoy His love, when your hearts will accuse 
and condemn you that you have not striven to support 
and uphold His Cause? I answer the news that came 
unto me, in this way, — and I exhort you, my beloved 
friends, to consider your calling. If I was no more in 
this worlds would you let God's Cause die, if it would 
die ? I still trust that you have the cause of God and 
Truth more at heart Farewell, for the present, and 
believe me to be your ever-loving friend and Brother, 

ZiON. 



Dear Brother Pierce,— We are very glad that 
you have received such an answer from your Sister; 
it seems as though she had not forsaken the Truth; 
have the goodness to remember me and James to her, 
when you write. Owen Pugh will perhaps give her a 
push afresh, that is what I expect from him, but it 
shall be well, if he does. Pleased to hear that you 
have found a new relative, I was thinking that he came 
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from somewhere near you, in the Land of the Goats ; 
Holinsworth is a good deal like you, but how you must 
guess, perhaps it is in mind. We left the friends at 
Ranby very well ; and visited a place called Leverton, 
five miles from Retford, while we were in that quarter, 
and had a grand set-to with some Methodist Preachers, 
four or five of them came like heroes upon us, thinking 
to make us their prey, but some of them went away a 
leg shorter, and some with a flea in their ear. We 
were at the House of an old Quaker gentleman there, 
who treated us kindly, and had a large congregation, 
and are invited there again. [Vol. VI. pp. 192, 193.] 

Many of the people there desire much to hear, and 
that we should have fair-play; you are sure that we are 
not afraid of a legion of those arfned men ; you give 
them a rare name, which made me laugh heartily — 
'Blind Fiddlers' indeed they are, and their fiddles un- 
strung. We regret that we did not see you just before 
we left Nottingham, but it cannot be helped now. 
Please give Mary our kind love, and we wish her every 
success in the situation she is taking. Remember us 
kindly to all the friends ; the friends here are in rather 
a deranged state, shall do what we can for them while 
we stay, perhaps another week ; will give you particulars 
another time. We shall answer the friend you name at 
Sutton, — and remain yours with sincere love, 

ZiON, and the same from Brother James. 

Farewell, we trust to meet again, and hope in more 
happy circumstances, with better news of the prosperity 
of the Cause of Truth, and the downfall of its enemies. 
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May you and yours, and all the friends, prosper both in 
temporal and spiritual things. 

[This letter may be termed the ' Lament of Jesus 
over Jerusalem/ for though the Scripture all^^ries, in 
their primary sense have reference only to the coming 
of the Son of God in human nature ; and the rejection, 
and consequent departure (or death) of the Divine Love 
out of God (Jesus), by the unbelieving creature (Jerusalem), 
is set forth in the typical language of the Bible story; 
yet when that Love and Wisdom is personified, and be- 
come individualised, ie,^ incarnate in Zion, then he stands 
(in the broader sense) in the same relation to those 
who receive and recognise him, in the world — whether 
singly or collectively, — as the Divine * Man ' to his im- 
mediate humanity ; so that the * members ' become one 
body with the Head, and are subject to, and guided 
by the Wisdom of that Head. We see the maternal 
anxiety of the ' Living Mother of the Heavenly race,' 
strongly and pathetically portrayed here ; the thought 
of their falling away from the truth, and the irreparable 
loss (to them) that must ensue from their refusal of 
the 'glad tidings' brought by the 'Messenger of the 
Most High,' — wrings from the heart of the ' Sent ' one, 
those sighs and lamentations which its 'wounds' pour 
forth. Yet all serves to strengthen the minds of the 
faithful and obedient, and to call forth renewed power; 
for the stirring exhortation which winds-up the Lament, 
is for aU time (though addressed in the first instance 
to the Nottingham Church), and cannot fail of its pur- 
pose in the Grand Sequel of all things. The next 
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letter shows the fruit of this (its object and eflfect)— 
by His rejoicing over the * Forty.* — C. B. H.] 



Septemher [latter end], Year 9. 

Dear Brother Pierce,— I hope you and the rest 
of the friends have not been thinking that I am un- 
mindful of you ; you will see by the copy of my letter 
to Birmingham, now sent you, how we have been en- 
gaged since we left Nottingham, though indeed it would 
be almost impossible to tell you all and everything 
that has transpired since we saw you, but hope however, 
that you will see that we cannot at all times write, 
though we desire to do so. 

I very well understood your meaning in saying that 
all people at Nottingham seemed against the Cause, 
and I am sure that in the sense you spoke you were 
perfectly right ; but I was led to take it up in the way 
that I did, for wise ends. You judge that there -are 
now at the present time about 'Forty' standing, out 
of the great number that at first joined us. Well, I 
shall feel great pleasure indeed if there are forty whose 
hearts are really and truly with the Lardy and who are 
willing to serve him, denying themselves ; that number 
of beings possessing the Divine Life, form an army 
strong enough to conquer the whole world, with the 
great and strong sword of the Spirit — the Word of 
God ; and there are sufficient of them to people the 
whole earth with a new and righteous race. * Forty 
true Believers at Nottingham I ' O glory, praise and 
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thanksgiving be to our God, whose Almighty breath 
has quickened so many, giving them that Life which 
never dies. My heart rejoices at the thought of there 
being forty living people at one place; then I will not 
complain, and say I have laboured in vain and spent 
my strength for nought, since there arc forty persons at 
Nottingham who have set to their seal that God is 
true; — who are witnesses that God is, and that He is 
the Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. And 
when an opportunity offers I will come on wings of 
love to see such a number of faithful friends of the 
Lord, who have put off their coats, and have washed 
their robes and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb. 

Never mind all the others that have left us, I am 
glad that they are gone, since they did not truly 
believe; it is a mark of favour to us to take them 
away, for they who are not believers in heart, are only 
'spots in our feasts of charity*; they sported them- 
selves for a time with their own deceivings, and now 
they are gone, giving proof that they were not of us, 
or they would not have left us; therefore, such being 
the case, I am gkul they are gone. Then Brother, lament 
not for the dead^ but be glad that those useless limbs 
are lopped off from our body, for since there are so many 
sound members left behind, the body will be likely 
now to have health; but it must be unhealthy while 
unsound limbs were attached to it Now, if there were 
two hundred persons at Nottingham, subscribing regularly 
for me, I should have more money, certainly; but what 
pleasure would that afford me ? Believe me, dear Brother, 
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that I should be, and am a thousand times better pleased, 
to believe that there might be twenty persons — true be- 
lievers — forming the Church at Nottingham, than that 
there were ten thousand outside believers, giving me 
their money (merely) for my support. What the faith- 
ful few are pleased to give for the carrying-on of the 
Cause, will be sweet to me, because the true friends of 
the Lord do not assist grudgingly, but what they can 
do they do it heartily, as unto the Lord ; for they 
know their Lordy and that they serve the Lord Christ. 
Let no one who thinks that this is maris cause, give 
one penny toward its support, for if it were so it is not 
worthy of any aid ; but if it is the Lord's Cause, and 
the heart grudges what the hand gives to him, O how 
dwelleth the love of God there ? 

I ought to have mentioned when I wrote, about the 
friends at Blyth and neighbourhood, and hope you will 
pardon me for not doing it ; they are all very happy 
and settled in the truth, and made particular inquiry 
after your welfare. We did not lodge at Blyth, Ranby 
was our quarters, and there we were treated with hospi- 
tality, and every possible attention given us. Sister 
Nelson was much with us there, and all the friends at 
Blyth came there to see us. Our Chesterfield Church 
we cannot boast of, they do not cleave together as 
they should. Ashover friends are well organised, and 
are dwelling comfortably together in the Truth. Sheffield 
friends are staunch, but there have not been many 
added to their number since the first ; they are in good 
spirits rejoicing in the Lord, and increasing in light, and 
I believe are willing to conform to the will of God in 
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all things. We leave here for Bamsley next week; 
several of the Believers there have been over here to see us. 

There is a gentleman here, who has come from Bir- 
mingham on purpose to converse with me, a person of 
great learning ; he is favourable to our Cause, and sends 
our Books to all his friends. He is a man of influence, is 
making deep inquiry into the Cause, takes down all my 
Speeches, copies my letters, and all that ; he wants books 
to the amount of £\ to send to Bristol for distribution 
there, quite at his own expense, therefore you will please 
despatch them, some of each sort, with all possible haste. 
Happy to hear that your Sister is well, hope she will con- 
verse with Owen Pugh, and let us know the result We 
are glad that you will be helped a little in the Chapel rent 
by letting it as you tell us. Please send the copies of the 
letters now sent you, back with the Books ordered as above; 
and will you have the goodness to get a Book bound up 
like the last were done, and send it in the Parcel if you can. 

We have sent you the two sets of the 'Important 
Discovery,' that the Book might be complete.^ Direct it 
for Mr Amos Coats, at Mr Sampson Smith's, Cabinet- 
maker, 27 Carver Street. (Please to enter this man's name 
in the Great Book.) I must inform you that we shall get 
but ;^i from the said Gentleman for the Books, but it will 
be a good thing to have so many distributed. This 
gentleman is a very singular character; he is a Philo- 
sopher, and lives the most abstemious life imaginable, 
bread and tea is his chief diet, toast and water for his 
dinner, with a little sugar on the toast Has eaten no 
flesh meat, nor drunk any wine or ale for seventeen years. 

> Su Reprint, Vol. VIII. pp. 174201. 
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He certainly possesses the greatest power of intellect of 
any man I ever conversed with ; he and I have had many 
conversations about the Cause, and nature of my Call, and 
he has tried to reason me out of some important things ; 
and if the Bible had not been written on my heart by the 
power of God, his learning and powerful arguments would 
soon overturn mere notions. I do admire him in many 
things; he is a most accomplished man, and perfectly 
courteous and agreeable in his manners. He will go with 
us to Barnsley, and seems to wish to accompany us on 
our journeys till we get to Bristol, where he resides 
occasionally ; and he tells us that if we conform to his 
mode of living, he should be very glad, for he says it is 
what we ought to do, if we will live fully in the Spirit ; and 
if we consent, he will find many friends to aid the Cause, 
and raise it up. He disapproves of my smoking. I must 
confess, if my pipe gives offence I would leave it oS for 
sake of the Cause, but I cannot live on bread and water, 
my body would sink with such food only ; nor do I see 
any necessity for anything more than moderation to be 
observed by myself and you in all things, this is absolutely 
requisite for us. 

But I am not going to be a complete Diogenes, to live 
in a Tub and eat grass ; I will do without all unnecessary 
things, I wish to have nothing but what I cannot do without. 
I must now conclude with kindest love to yourself and 
family, and everyone of the friends. 

From ZiON, YOUR SINCERE FRIEND ; and accept the 
same most sincerely from James. 

[The meeting with this gentleman (Mr Greaves) was an 
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important epoch in the visible lifetime of the Man-God ; 
for coming in contact with a high intellectual development, 
drew forth the Highest power of the Divine — still 
sublimer flights to heights consummate, to triumph o'er the 
art of man. His subsequent writings reveal this to the 
full {see Vol. VII., pp. 1-172). Mr Greaves, Miss Clissold 
and others, imagined thsit they had attained to Divinity by a 
rigorous course of outward purification, austerity of morals, 
strictness of regimen and a iodily mortification, which they 
called self-denial ; and they would have brought the ' Lord 
from heaven,' under their petty laws and restrictions for 
the animal being ; quite ignoring the depth of spiritual 
suflTerings He Aad endured. Yet with all their rigid mode 
of life they found themselves destitute of what they desired, 
viz., spiritual knowledge^ — though Zion, giving them all 
their due, acknowledges that their intellects would be 
benefited.and power ol study gained, by their methods, — and 
were compelled to make application to the only Source of 
Divine light, where the * Spiritual Flame * dwelt ; and yet 
mortified vanity and proud self-will refused to bow to the 
Wisdom of God, while incorporate in a being of no worldly 
attainments or reputation. 

How completely this end is accomplished, every 
machination defeated, all efforts to subserve Him rendered 
abortive, temptations fruitless, and reasonings fallacious, 
is conspicuous from the later writings of this year alone 
(Vol. v., PP.2S9-283 and pp. 294-300), wherein the Prime In- 
visible Intelligence shines forth in such eminent superiority 
and contrasted * simplicity I to the high-flown complexities 
of the natural man with the highest assistance of human 
learning and training. — C. B. H.] 
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TO R. HOLINSWORTH. 

Barnslby, October 30, Ytar 9. 

My dear Brother, — Having just now a little time 
for a few hours, from my more public business, your 
kind face appeared before me, and I took it as a jog of the 
memory — as it were — that I was indebted to you a letter. 
Well, thought I, at least as my Brother Holins worth's face 
came so before my view in a twinkling, he likely may be 
saying that he should like a letter from me; I thought, 
however, that you might be thinking of me ; for indeed I 
often take a peep in at your shop to have a glance at 
yourself and Mrs Holinsworth, and hope at this time that 
you are both well. 

I do set a high value I assure you, upon a friend with 

whom I can converse, or to whom I can communicate 

freely by letter ; although I cannot gratify myself in this 

so much as I wish, nor gratify others that desire it But 

the belief that I have kindred in the Spirit^ here and there, 

affords me no small consolation, for they are my only 

kindred: no bosom have I in the worlds on which I may 

repose, no, not one : not one but would rejoice to see my 

foot slip, yea, and that with the slip I might break my 

neck. This may seem hard judging, but, saith the Word, 

' He that is not with me, is against me.' It must be so. 

Well then, you might say, to * be with the Lord,' indeed, 

must mean something very particular. It does, for there 

must be a perfect union of hearts^ and one house and one 

bed must serve them both, and they must delight in the 

company of each other, and so love, that no power can for 

a moment put them at variance. Then to be with the 
VOL. XV z 
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Lord, a man must be absent from the body; why then, 
when this is considered, there could be none of the folks of 
Old time that were with the Lord ? No, you are right : 
all of them were ' at home in the body'; yea, they were 
all against him, — not one but would kill hioL * This is a 
hard saying ! ' Well, I can't help it, it is a true one, and 
you know that Woman and truth are the strongest of all 
things. Yes, one Woman with her One Truth shall 
conquer the whole world : — so you must needs think bow 
strong these two are. ' I wish I could believe it,' says one. 
Ah friend, — 

Could you but see it at a glance, 
'Twould surely make your heart to dance f 

But what kind of woman must that woman Charity be, 
to see a little gold ring cast into the bottomless deep, and 
to believe that it could be restored again. O charity, how 
strong must thou have been, so to ' believe all things ' ; 
surely 'all generations shall call thee blessed'; for She 
became the honoured Mother of the Second Birth, and 
brought the soul into perfect union with the Lord. So 
that the Lord is in Zion, never more to part, being raised 
on the third day. 

There was a * day ' of faith when * Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness,' — he 
saw the day of the Messiah afar off and was glad ; and he 
left his own country, to go in search of a better, and went 
out not knowing whither he went, looking for that City 
which was to come \ and at last he had that power of 
hope, which so shed abroad the Love of God in his heart, 
that Jesus, the Highest Love, was bom There, 
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But alas ! ' man that was born of the woman, was short 
of days, and full of trouble, he grew up like a flower and was 
cut down ; he fled like a shadow, and continued not/ 
For indeed this birth was but the sign of the Son of Man 
in Heaven (i^., in Zion); Jesus was 'crucified through 
weakness,' and he departed — the Heavenly Star was gone. 
Yet it was expedient that he went away, for the Scriptures 
could not be fulfilled — of the sufierings of Zion, and of the 
Glory that should follow— had Jesus not fallen as he did, 
and left the soul alone and comfortless for a small 
moment. Then was not * hope * the second' day ' ? It was. 
But now all was lost, the sentence of Death passed by the 
Great Eternal on the soul, and all was now a silent grave 
of Death, and there was a * breach of promise ' — the 
promise was gone ; and O the pains and sorrows, and the 
danger, who can tell? Till the third day appeared — 
Charity, she said that faith, and hope, yes, and the Child, 
and all — though dead — could be again restored to life ; for 
' a// things' she believed ; so powerful, and so strong was 
she, that in the twinkling of an eye, she heaved the 
mountain ofl* the guilty world ; and from out the mighty 
deep, see Atlas rise, with heaven itself, the world of Light, 
brought up from Death's abyss. 

'The third day he rose again from the dead'; and 
now he * lives by the power of God ' ; and live he must, 
and triumph too he shall, in spite of Hell. 

Well now, are not Woman and Truth the strongest of 
all things ; and does not Charity and her Child appear 
alive before your view, — the Mother and the Son, — and so 
a Child is bom to lead you all But what think you, there 
is a Grave now opening wide, this little Child, ay and his 
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Mother too, quite to devour : but still the infant, fearless 
of the foe, the Word aloud proclaims — ^ O Grmm^ I will 
thy destruction be.' 

Friend Greaves has been labouring with all his might 
to make me give up Individuality ; O what a gangrene is 
this to these Great men, how it gnaws their consciences ; 
they cannot bear that I should talk of such an experience 
as I have had, by the power of God. 

* Why did not God visit them ? ' Surely He ought to 
pay respect to learning! 

However, I bear with friend Greaves, for I do believe 
that if he knew, he would not willingly so offend, or grieve 
the Spirit of God in the creature, therefore, so long as I 
see a spark of light, or a ray of hope that he may yet 
bow down to inhale the sweet scent of lowly Sharon's rose. 

We have frequent conversations together, and although 
he does not yet see my way, he seems to be heartily 
desirous of promoting the welfare of the Cause, and 
sometimes I confess I feel great love to him, for I see a 
good will at the bottom, and he drops so many sweet 
words, and seems to respect me so much as the Servant 
of God ; and he declares, none has the light and truth, 
but Zion; this makes me love him much. But then 
again, he talks so unwisely of an universal sufferer, an 
universal Adam ; an universal Zion ; and that all are the 
Messiah ; and out of his own heart — where life is, he tells 
me — out of it, and not from the Scriptures, he would 
persuade me that his Ideas are right, and that I ought 
to hear him ; for he had Divine Life he says, ie/ore I had 
it Then I put him a text of Scripture to explain, this 
winds him up, this he cannot do— he never will attempt 
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it; that is not his business he says, but mine. How 
strange is this. Then where's the proof of his having 
LifCy for the Spiritual flame, as O'Brien says, is the Life^ 
and this is not in the Greaves. 

This is the topic, and the bone of contention continu- 
ally between us ; he is always at the Chapel, takes down 
my speeches, and is quite pleased and comfortable with 
me ; takes me lovingly by the arm, and thanks me for the 
spiritual information he gets, and talks of which way will 
be best to forward the Work, showing a great interest in 
it, — then I cannot help liking him, and I determine afresh 
to bear with him still; and I trust that he will yet see 
that ONE offering for sin that was made on Calvary, that 
certainly has brought the truth of all to light. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that our meeting- 
place is crowded with a very attentive audience, and I 
believe never was the truth more plainly or more power- 
fully set forth, and we meet with no incivility from 
anyone, but quite the other way. The friends cannot 
bear the thought of my going away from them, and all 
the congregation wish my stay, in another week I shall be 
able to say when we shall leave. 

Will you be so kind as to give our kind love to Mr 
and Mrs Bradley and all the friends, every one I mean, 
shall not name any — but I love them all. 

We are pretty well in health, both James and myself 
at present ; I rejoice greatly that I have health sufficient 
to go on with my work. 

I shall conclude with most hearty wishes for the 
welfare of yourself and consort. May peace be with 

you all. ZiON, YOUR AFFECTIONATE FRIEND. 
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TO C. BRADLEY, JUNIOR. 

Barnsliy, Nmnmhir 8, Kmt 9. 

My dear Charles, — Yours was duly received, and 
every word as I read, told upon — not only my ear, but 
my heart I felt your feelings — your feelings were just ; 
and to let pass such indignity as you were treated with 
by Mr Greaves, would argue want of sensitiveness, — and 
I know that Charles Bradley, junior, is not that Lad, 
but is a chip oflf the Old Block. There is a sacred 
pleasure in having keen feelings, I would not be without 
them for the world, — although those that have them are 
great sufferers, yet they only are capable of great 
pleasures, — for it is out of the depth of wounded feelings 
that true and substantial enjoyments can arise, which have 
made me often say: — 'Strike on affliction, since thy 
wounds are Balm.' For I have found it, and do still 
find it to be the case, that the more I am oppressed by 
afflictions of a mental kind, the stronger I am. 

You were not only wounded by Mr Greaves' dis- 
respectful way of using your letter, but, I am sure, much 
more because you saw that he set no value upon those 
sufferings, through which alone Salvation could come to 
man, and that he ' grieved not far the afflictions of 
Joseph ' ; but these wounds did you good, you saw what 
the proud heart is capable of, where learning and self- 
might reign predominant in a man's mind ; and how he 
can (in that Spirit) tread under foot the Son of God, and 
put him to open shame, deny his sufTerings and count 
them nothing worth ; this called up all your feelings, and 
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gave you afresh to feel that sympathy with that sufferer, 
through whom the Word of Life now flows forth for the 
unspeakable comfort of the truly sensible^ that is, and ever 
will be in every true believer, the very fountain vein of 
Heaven in the soul, through which flows into it those 
streams of that river that 'makes glad the City of 
God; 

You felt all that you should feel against that Spirit 
that manifested itself in Mr Greaves, and you must 
suppose how my heart must feel on the occasion, to find 
that God has given me children that rejoice in the truth, 
and will stand by it through all storms. 

But, dear Charles, I have endured deep wounds from 
Mr Greaves, far keener than I can express by words ; y^t 
I perceived that he would not wound willingly; I saw 
something good in him at the bottom, and I made allow- 
ance for the way he has been educated, and for the 
natural strength of his mind. I saw that he considered me 
next to a fool, and, to be sure, I must be taught altogether 
by him ; O he imagined that he would turn me about to 
his notions, compel me to submit to his universality — 
respecting Messiah and Zion, etc ; but I bore with this 
behaviour, while my heart was cut afresh and again by 
his words; I knowing what I had passed through, that 
I alone was the sufferer, — as the knowledge of the 
Scripture mysteries prove beyond a doubt, in the right 
discerning mind ; yet to be contradicted, and to attempt 
to reason me out of all, and not only that, but to rather 
laugh and ridicule me out of all that I went through. 
But I put up with it still, believing that Mr Greaves 
would yet see into it, and if, after he thus had, through 
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ignorance and self-consequence, endeavoured to spoil me 
with his philosophy and vain deceit. If, I say, after all 
this, he should at last see me and the Cause in the right 
order, how much would he feel, and how truly useful 
would he become. For I saw from the first that he was 
not intentionally a 'wicked' man. 

Well, now although Mr Greaves is not yet come down 
thoroughly on the ground, yet there is an astonishing 
giving-way in him ; at last he sees — he is obliged to see 
— the Individuality, and he has lately conversed freely 
with me on that point, allowing it, and making those 
remarks upon the subject, that were convincing that he 
discovered the stumbling-block. So I trust that I shall 
see how much better it was to bear all things, than at 
once to resent, and thrust Mr Greaves from me. I 
assure you I put up with more, what I call downright 
insolence from Mr Greaves, than ever I did from anyone ; 
but he did not mean it as insolence, he is too much of the 
gentleman for that ; but was so confident in his own 
opinion, he being learned, and I unlearned; he must 
knaw^ to be sure; what was I — an illiterate man? He 
even went so far as to persuade the friends to stop their 
resources ; and he would write to your Father and your- 
self, to hold your hands ; and all my books must be burnt, 
he said, and the writings must go out in his form ; and if 
I did not come down to his views, that Messiah was an 
universal Messiah, Adam an universal Adam, Zion an 
universal Zion, woman an universal woman, and all 
that, — that he would write to all my friends how wrong I 
was, and I must never quote the Scriptures at all [What a 
subtle device — to deprive him of his own Divine ere- 
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dentials] ; and a great number of things of this kind, 
that if I did not bend to, my friends should not support 
me, nor should any of his friends assist the work. 
And he had it in his power to bring wealthy friends to 
the Cause, if I would submit to his views, and take to live 
on bread and water, etc. 

I mentioned to you I think in a former letter — or in the 
one directed to your Father, — ^the answer he received from 
me. I mention these things, not complaining of him, but 
to show you what I have borne from him ; and that you 
might see how I might be hoaxed about with visitation 
on the one hand, and learning on the other, was not 
God within me. Ah God is the Rock, and His work is 
perfect, nothing can be added unto it, nor can anything 
be taken from it [Vol. VI. pp. 251-262.] 

Well, dear Charles, your dear Father is quite right in 
the observation he made; I loved Mr Greaves with 
just such a love as it is said, Jesus loved the young 
man who asked what he should do to be saved ; and 
that young man was myself, I assure you, and I had mercy 
and long forbearance shown to me, which terminated at last 
in my conviction, and brought me to know my God; 
and who then would be merciful and forbearing, if I 
were not ? Yes, I must be the most merciful of all 
beings, or how should I represent the Holy, Invisible, 
and Merciful God ? I cannot be unmerciful : — The Great 
God has formed me with a merciful nature, because He 
Himself is merciful, ' mercy is His darling attribute,' and 
' Judgment His strange work ' ; yt:&^ so strange is His work 
of Judgment, that to make man a Just Judge, man must 
submit to have his own judgment taken away ; and I 
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do believe that Mr Greaves is now giving up his, iHit 
it is bit by bit. O ! he would not lose his dear afhthns 
if he could help it. But I really love him, he is 
certainly an honest man — as we say, you know my 
meaning; he has written to his friends lately very 
diflferently from his former writing about myself and 
the Cause, and I hope to see him yet truly enlightened, 
to know that that ' Lord ' who to vain man is unkmown^ 
dwelleth in all simplicity and hidden in Zion. 

I have received another letter from Mr O'Brien, in 
reply to the Epistle I sent him; he writes approving 
perfectly an explanation I gave him of one of the 
figures in his book, but says of some things that I 
told him, that he thinks my solution fanciful; others, 
he says are very interesting; and says he shall feel 
most cordially delighted to have another Epistle from 
me. He is well convinced of one thing, he says, that 
is, that the writer is sincere, 'but sincerity,' he adds, 
'is compatible with self-delusion.' How strange is this, 
Charles, a self-deluded person to open a mystery to 
a man, that the brains of Mr O'Brien, nor of all the 
great men with all their skill, could not even peep 
into ; and Mr O'Brien himself to approve, and to com- 
mend, and yet at the tail of gist to add such a saying. 

However, I have written him again, such an one 
as will make him see his Master, and that will make 
him feel a little of his rod too, if he has feeling; 
I tell him, that if he does not know the value of his 
own publication, that I do, and that I will show off 
those Jewels that he has raked-up out of the embers 
of time, to the world. 
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upon the whole, I feel hopes of Mr O'Brien. I 
have not got a bit more from him than I expected. 
I like his first and his last letter very much, there 
is much of the Gentleman in them, and a spirit of 
inquiry ; and be seems much struck and astonished at 
his countryman's spirituality. Yet there is evidently 
a degree of Jealousy about him ; he judged that he 
had found out all the deep secrets, instead of which 
he only found out the representations of secrets, — which 
I have given him to understand. I trust to hear 
from him again, and I shall feel glad indeed, should 
he consider the matter rightly. He inquires to know 
the Rank and Number of those who believe in my 
sentiments ; and what my profession was formerly, 
and what at present I tell him that as to their 
Rank in life, many of them are as mean and low 
as ^ Fishermen^ could possibly be; but none the worse 
for that, sir, I presume? He will no doubt take the 
hint. * As to myself I was brought up to the most 
Honourable and renowned trade of a Shoemaker, and 
no mean calling either, sir, I presume, as a Prince of 
Royal birth was their Patron, and it is quite clear 
that he was an eminent Saint, as they give him 
Divine honours in the Church of England.' I beg of 
him to trace out Crispin's origin, to rake him up out 
of the ashes of obscurity and oblivion, and put him 
alongside his Buddha, in the 'Round Towers.' I tell 
him that I am shoemaking now, for supplying men 
with spiritual knowledge is making them ^ shoes of Iron 
and Brass.' And thus I leave Mr O'Brien to ponder. 

I think I must ball off this pair, for I have sewed 
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myself up [referring to the filling of the sheet of 
paper]. 

Now> dear Charles, you must quite forgive Mr 
Greaves, for I expect you will find him a real friend; 
he respects you much, I assure you, and all your family. 
But you know that the more sincere a person is, the 
more rigid he will be in his opinions and ways, till 
he is convinced that he is wrong; and while he con- 
ceives himself right — though wrong — he will say and do 
many things that are obnoxious, to those minds and 
feelings that are really put into the right; therefore 
we have need of patience. 

Farewell, my dear Brother. — Your ever-loving Friend, 

ZiON. 

I have a deal to say, but have not room I find: 
our meeting-place continues to fill every time; we go 
to Sheffield next Monday week, the Friends there 
have taken an Assembly Room, therefore intend speak- 
ing there. Mr Greaves is here, just now called, he 
requests me to present his very best respects to your- 
self, Father, Mother and family. I have an Epistle 
that I wish to send you, but I did not wish to put 
you to more expense for postage, — but I could not 
forbear to send you a letter, however. 

[For one of the Epistles to Mr O'Brien, see VoL 
v., pp. 235-241.] 
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TO T. PIERCE. 

Shbpfxbld, Navimber 19, Year 9. 

My dear Brother,—. . . There does not appear to be 
any opening here for public speaking, we have tried all 
we can to get a room, but to no use. At Bamsley we 
went on very well indeed, and the major part of the 
townsfolk seem favourable toward the doctrine; our 
meeting-place was generally crowded to excess, and 
marked attention paid to the Word. Mr Greaves [see 
letter of September to Mr Pierce] was present every time, 
and took down each discourse, and sent off the reports 
to his friends who live in various parts, so that the Word 
is, through this highly respectable gentleman, getting 
widely circulated among a circle of people moving in a 
superior sphere of life, several of whom have written 
letters to us upon the subject, expressing their approba- 
tion of the doctrine, and their delight therein. Mr 
Greaves is exerting himself to the utmost to forward the 
Cause, and I believe he will come to Nottingham with us, 
where we hope to be on the 30th, and I should like to 
have a public meeting on that evening at the chapel, for 
preaching, and for nothing else; that will be the best 
way of keeping the day in remembrance, of my escape 
from the Workhouse and coming out to the New Work. 

Several letters have passed between me and H. 
O'Brien, Esq., author of the * Round Towers of Ireland.' 
I think he is nearly gained over to the Truth; he has 
determined to meet me at Birmingham at Christmas, 
coming down from London on purpose. I sent him some 
news that quite delighted him, and explained some things 
in his Book, which astonished him. He tells me in his 
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last letter, thus, * I confess you gain upon me much, and 
I perceive that in my correspondent I have no ordinary 
person/ And he adds, 'You cannot possibly desire to 
see me, more than I do to have the pleasure of your 
company,' etc 

The work seems now to be making its way toward the 
' higher ' circles,' and I am sure you say, ' God speed the 
plough ! ' 

Let it be announced that Zion will be at Nottingham 
on the 30th, we will have meetings morning and evening, 
and I hope that all the friends will be present We 
thank our dear Brother Kirk for his letter, and Sisters 
Holbrook and Blasdale for theirs. Should answer them, 
but think we shall bring the news ourselves. Hope you 
will excuse this short letter, I have much to do just now. 
Accept of our kind love, in which Brother James unites. 
From Your ever-loving friend, Zion. 

Sister Nelson has just arrived at Sheffield, she may 
come with us to Nottingham. 

[For other Writings of January-December, see Vol. V.] 



TO C. BRADLEY, SENIOR. 

Nottingham (jundaitd)^ 

My very dear Friend, — We are just now about 
weighing anchor, and setting sail from this place, where 

' Truly in the Spiritual world this was the case, with the ever-expanding, 
upward-ranging Word of Truth and Righteousness within the CircU of 
ShilohUm^ which ever widens to Infinity of Wisdom and Power, o'er the 
Mountains of Eternal Love. 

The instruments made use of here (Mr Greaves, Mr O'Brien, etc), were 
for the purpose of drawing the Well and Fountain of Spiritual knowledge ; 
and though the adversary of the Lord was there (f.^., their self- wisdom), they 
were made subservient to this tnd^ which (by immediate effect) was Chen 
concealed. — C. B. IL 
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we have, partly by consent of will and partly being wind- 
bound, tarried now several weeks, not being in moorings, 
but lying at single anchor and cable shortened in, ready 
should a favourable breeze spring up, to heave out, and 
go down channel northward. But until the present time, 
the wind has not favoured our designs. While lying in 
this Bay we have had various winds, chiefly from the 
North and North-east, and let these winds come at 
whatever season, they generally blow cold; now and 
then there has been a sweet breeze from the spicy regions 
of the South, and sometimes a strong gale from the West ; 
indeed we have had it from all quarters. A small 
squadron put in here a few days ago (bound to the 
windward, I believe), but they happened to drop anchor 
just at the time that there was rather a cold breeze from 
the north — and by east — which caused a little head-sea 
to run, and there appeared (in their view) a strong current 
running to leeward. 

These things happening just, I say, as they entered the 
Bay, they judged that the Port lay in such a point of the 
compass, that no Southern breezes ever blew here ; what 
did they do, but pipe all hands, up-anchor, hoist their 
topsails, fired a signal for starting, showed their stems, 
and soon were out of sight ; and never did we see them 
standing-in here since ; perhaps they thought it an unfit 
Port to winter in, or perhaps they did not like the colour 
of the natives ; there are a few of pretty fair complexions 
here, just as there might be with you in Birmingham 
Sound ; but I acknowledge that there are a number that 
are neither black nor fair, but of a swarthy hue, as yet ; 
but as sailors we would expect that they were prepared 
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the Spirit of Judgment. Remember, that when Absalom 
rode upon a MuU he was caught in the Oak by his hair. 
'It is a shame to a man to wear long hair,' f>., self* 
might, his own wisdom, or his strength. 

Now let not the mule carry you where he would, 
for you know what an obstinate, self-willed animal he 
is, and if you do not keep him in with the Bridle, 
and often use the Whip to him, he will get so head- 
strong that he will not allow you to exercise your 
judgment, but will carry all before him. 'A word to 
the wise is enough.' I need say no more to you, and 
just now I have not time to say a great many words; 
so I have endeavoured to pack-up whatever I had, in 
as small a compass as I could. We set oflf to-morrow 
for Blyth, and I hope when there to have a little time 
to write several letters to my very dear friends at 
Birmingham, who, I am sure, will think I am a long 
time thinking about it. But I have been much exer- 
cised with illness since I have been here, and then 
when it was for a day or two otherwise with me — I 
must devote the time to the friends, in various ways. 

So that I have had many hindrances in the way 
of writing letters, and I trust that the friends will 
excuse me, for I do as well as I can^ I assure you. 
We regret that we cannot stay here till Brother Holins- 
worth comes, but we cannot, and we know that his 
good sense and forbearance will quickly apologise for 
us. We hope that you are all well, but will not men- 
tion any more by name, let them all be assured that 
they are in our hearts, just as if we were with them 
personally. 
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Please to take notice — *The Voyage through Hell' 
was left at Birmingham, hope it will be found. 

We have to return our sincere thanks to Mr and 
Mrs Tennant of Nottingham, for their very great civility 
and kindness to us, since we've been here. 

From Your ever-loving Friend, Zion. 

The Ninth Year of the Coming of the Truth. 
Farewell ! 

[This fine piece of metaphorical writing will be de- 
lightful to the spiritually - minded, and its pointed in- 
struction highly appreciated ; the figures employed are 
so apposite, pregnant with meaning, and withal con- 
sistent, that the reproof intended to be conveyed by 
this pleasant medium, cannot miss its mark, nor fail 
of its purpose, though deprived of any severity by the 
mode of its address, under cover of the 'sweet cunning^ 
of Love. 

The event which called it forth, was a short visit of 
some of the Birmingham believers to Nottingham, and 
not finding matters so comfortable there as expected (a 
period of dulncss over all), made off again directly. It 
is further alluded to by Zion in a later letter to C. 
Bradley, junior. See Vol. VI. pp. 203, 204. — C. B. H.] 



Dear Brother Pierce,—. . . With respect to lodg- 
ings when we come, we are not informed. Perhaps Sister 
Holbrook would see to that for us. We purpose having 



372 ZION'S WORKS 

two beds, if they could be in one house we would prefer 
it, and a room where any of the friends could call upon 
us. If we had hammocks our own beds would do very 
well, but too small (we think) to lay on the floor, else we 
do not mind if it must even be so. A good-sized room 
would do, with a few chairs and table, we will make any 
shift, and put the friends to as little expense as possible. 
As to our own pockets, they are but thin ; no doubt we 
may step into any of the Friend's houses just wiien we 
ah'ght from the coach, just for an hour or so, but we shall 
avoid burdening any individual friend, for we know that 
where we are, many are apt to go, and it has (we believe) 
incommoded those sometimes at whose house we have 
been. 

So that, could a place be provided for us, we would go 
to it directly. I think it would be best for the friends to 
come to the Chapel every evening, for mutual company 
and social converse, and then no one's dwelling would be 
thronged, and expense would be prevented thereby. 
There is a fireplace, and we will meet all the friends 
there, in a social way, as we would at one of your houses, 
but we leave this to your own judgment to manage for our 
stay, which at the present time will be only a few days. 

ZiON. 

[Thus was the Minister of the Holiness of God cast 
upon the world ; all his anxiety and consideration being 
for iiSy by participation of our nature, and yet upheld in 
the hands of Providence in every outward trouble. — 
C. B. H.] 
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